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INTRODUCTION. 


WF ad:02 2 of theſe papers 15 of very great moment 


10 the nation, in a moral and political View : 


but there are three opinions gone abroad concerning It, 
every one of which has been warmly ſupported.” 

= he firſt #& Jer extending the plan, and reli 

hoſpitals for receiving infants, in the firſk, inſtance, in 

all parts of tbe kingdom, to be ſupported by = "public 
- purſe, or by ſome peculiar tax. 1 =: 
Te ſecond is fer limiting the hoſpital in London 
10 ts original Plan of private contribution. . 

E be third, is for taking all the infants which uſed 
| ta be brought to parifh workboiſes, and ſupporting the 
hoſpital by ſome. public tar 5 the deficiencies of which 


* £33343 


to be made Fw 4 the common rr 1 

ev . 17 exten di ling He loan be public will abs 
a don. a very great and certain eb; whilſt others 
| repreſent the good, uncertain, and the evil, obvious. 
IE is confeſſed, that if our poors-laws were executed 
with that ſkill and tenderneſs, that regard to human 
miſery; and public welfare, «which they are calculated 
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for, the hoſpital would * 22 unneceſſary. 1n this 


reſpett we d. Her efentially from all other « countries : ; but 
unhappily for 4 m men of fortune and education, thro 


an immoderate love of caſe or Pleaſure, having long f f nee 
declined the charge of parochial Mees, the mechanic, 


the? nol ſuppoſed to enjoy | leiſure for ſuch an employ- 
ment, bas notwithſtanding 1 taken it up : how it bas 
been executed, with regard to infants, may appear in 


the courſe of theſe Poges. 3 ; - 5 
| Schemes of public advantage will be e ever r attended 


wt « 


10, in all chvilized Rates, particularly i in a commercial 


L. „s 
Trountry, and in none more than in this, where our 
Wi N * N FITC} ti; $181 [NY 


actiye te m pers ever lead. 15 to nero enterprizes of 


i N ay \ 3% 


domeſtic utiliry : and as the true foundatiqn of riches 
'and | power is the number A working poor, every ra- 
tional propeſal | for the augmentation of 1 them merits our 


regard. Th be number of the people i 15 confe 2 the na- 
tional dock: the ate, hich bas 10 Pody ; to work 


4 : wiss ih 
it, is fo for good for nothing; : and the ſame rule 
21 411 AIV das 
extends to a whole country or nation. 
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T7, Be bigh honors 7 lich were conferred by 7 Au guſtus 


"Car on the marcied citizens of Rome, an the 
enen ind At Ans © DUR \ 
ſevere reproaches thrown on thoſe who continued fin ngle, 

Nn dS. eV SLHETHDIDEA. 5.10 D 
call fer < our attention, in a political, as ; well a as a moral 
997 NINA. ALY s Adu 


a and relig gious View. — 1 ' ſeems Zo be , @ ge cneral 12 : 
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that wwe Want p people; indeed, 70 Mos our 
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pared 


Wd -. 


E FF; 

pared with bis Majeſty s  dominions abroad; Por the 
formidable neighbor who 15 ever meditating. our 
humiliation, We bad need promote Population by all ra- 
tional and pious means: Fut if doe ſhould attempt to do 
9 by a any device, which true policy or religion forbids, one 
may ſafely pronounce, that 1 10 coull not ſi ucceed, and, that 
the remedy will be worſe than the diſeaſe. 


There are ſeveral parti cular reaſons, which, . a TY | 


Prehend, induce our government to te vehy attentive. 
to the ſubjef of increaſe. "The cuſtom of the « common 
prople's s drinking g great quantities of « a moſt inflammatory 
and poiſonous liquor, certainly created an incredible 
devaſtation amongſt the children of the poor, zill the 
band of Providence interpoſed, ty the inflromentality 
of his Ma Wk 5 miniſters, to arreſt the dreadful | pro- 
greſs of it : and the people themfel: Ves, ſeem at length 
to have diſcovered, that health and pleaſure, food. 


and raiment, are better than ſickneſs and p pain, want 
and wretckedneſs. Add to this, one war is come 


5 


- very quick « on the back of another ; and 7 the cen. 


IQ L 


| fumption of people in it, i amazingly "ſhort 0 common 
n: though 'the humanity and judicious con- 


computation : 7 x 
dal of "the Lo rds of the Admiralty, bave priſerved 

10 WW 8 lilo WB 110 \ es 
great. num. ers of ſeamen, who "uſed to peri 3 Jeb 
OPER Va 245: N 20s "a 
till the expe ce, e of ſailors and ſoldiers #n arr 
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the Batlong bill of mortality vhy 40 niderably. ah 
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This bet ing rem, 1 follows, tha t if we can, Oy 
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any fell, labor, or expence, conſiſtent with tommon pru- 


dence, contribute 1o the ſaving ſix or eight hundred 


tives ammally, to the rommonevealth, in London, and 


the bills of mortality, it will be 4 work vb will 


_ entitle thoſe, who beftoto theis time and lubor i upon iu, 


to the aPpellation of good citizens, in 4 Britiſh ſtate, 
tho” it might not bave given a claim to the privileges. 


of the Jus trium liberorum in antient Rome Hu- 


manily, religion; and the love off our country, tonſpire. 
to warm us with the moſt generbus ſentiments in bebalf 


of the diſtreſed infant; and virtue can in uo inſtance 
ze more its oun reward, than in preſerving the lives ef 


the innocent, who ore crying to heaven for relief A % 


bat regards The COUNTRY, fone improvenens \nngy.. 
indubitably be made ; ; but as the circamſtences it 


differ extremely, ſo the remedies mant be very di e, 
from thoſe f LON PPP. 20 

Ah firſt principle 1s, that the alas OP NA- 
TURE has. appointed a better Method for. tauriſhing 
children, than any which-hitman- wiſdom ram devuiſe; 
and that we wit follow x TURE as\claſe"as. pofſbile,. 
But foraſmuch as cue ſee many. great deviations, it is 


neceſſary to interpoſe, and endevar ta ling ibe igno- 


rant auu tbe vicious into tbe right path again; aud 


cbere this caunot be done J) puniſhing bad parents, b 
nor by entuuruging good qnes\z1, where neither admo- 


nition, ſeverity, nor e aſſiſtance, ill indueꝶ ibem 
\ 


70 - 


* 


1 $3] 


10 de-their duty to thele children, there the poor in- 
| fant muſt be protected by the public. Yet even under 


theſe circumſtantes, we are to conſider how to prevent 


thy parents cancelling he bond of parental affecbion, 
fo long as the leaſt proſpef? remains of their fulfilling 
Ihe conditions f it, at ſome- time or other, For tho 
the recovering the conneftion between parent and child 
ſboatld ſometimes bring on evils to the very object of our 
care; yet in ile LARGE and COMPREHENSIVE View 
of things,. the Jupperting this connection, may prevent 


greater-miſchisfs, both in @ religious and political view. 


he increaſe of the number of the working poor, 
aud their Preſervation, being the COMMON OBJEGT, 


8 aud tbe common INTE REST, it hardly can be fup- | 
pP ſed to aniſonide a great number of people. Whilt 


2d find good reaſons againſt ſome-part of the RESEx T 


PLAN OF THE HOSPITAL, let us not conclude that we. 


CANNOT ee the de 2 oying 4 the GOOD 


21 F it: Ant | 
Many report Nan Jeon a many. © a 


ple; and many perſons decerved. I fhall attempt. 


to conciliate opinions, that tb TRUTH may be tbe more 
eofily trated out; and that whatcuer is right to be done. 


nay be executed- with ſo much the greater energy. J 


Vill heartily-toncur in "whatever ball appear do be pro- 
duttive- of relief to the diſtraſſed, and of happineſs 40. 
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7 have been ſeveral times aſked, by SOME of my ml 
legues, to refute the arguments, and correct the calcu- 
lations, which have gone currently into the world, in 


| relation toithe boſpital 3 but I did not chigſe zo eng ge 


in a PAPER WAR: for tho people fometimes form their 
Judgments by pamphlets, this is a buſi neſs. of moment, 
and depends on the voice of Parliament. In the mean 
while many have confounded two very diſtinct objects, 
viz. the plan of the hoſpital, as eſtabliſhed by aw, 


aud the conduct of the governors sf it. F there is 


any error iu the former, it will-be correfed by autho- 


* ity; and a5 to the latter, it is fo pure, that no tongue 
or pen can fully it. I leave theſe thoughts with my col. 


lues, each to put them into ſuch hands' an bt pleafes 
that by making. their own notes and remarks,” they ma 
draw their aan concluff ons; and by difcoveri ne the fal. 


lay of my reaſoning, if my judoment has deckivbd ne, 


the mere cafily point out what ctight to be done. Tu 
this "Tight theſe Pages muſt de of ſome uſe: and thoſe 


who differ with me in opinion are as welcome be, them, ; 


45 thoſe 7 rbat ogree ait me in ſentiments, _ 
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I E great Baron de Mod r RS EU, in ſome of his 
77 political obſervations, expreſſes his ſurprize, that 
| 1 ſo wiſe a nation as the Engliſb ſhould be ſo long 
b ED a Foundling Heſpital ; but as able a politician as he 
Was, ILapprehend he either did not mean that it ſhould be put 

on the fame footing as ſuch hoſpitals are in arbitraty and 
poor. countries ; or he was not ſufficiently aequainted with 
gur genius, our lave liberty, our prov fon For: the poor 
by lau, or the nature of ſuch an inſtitutian of fecrecy, in a 
| country. v where the people are apt to carry things openly 
into great. exceſs; ; and who, in circumſtances where 2 ſenſe 
| of Game alone mould reſtrain them, often leap. over the 


| Nan ries of / 5" 1 5 ” 

85 rn the "froem « of t e s v3 of © the spiel 
theſe remarkable Obfervations? 10 The officers whom the laws 
have charged with the care of the peer, have been ſo neg- 
Agel! FI 1 of their truſt, that ſome infants have 
© been ſuffered to periſh with cold and hunger in the ftreets, 
vit heut any attempt for their relief; and few who 
are brought to the pariſh officers, ds lng fſervive under 


„ wars of a pariſh _—— er bertel. 
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J have been r ſeveral times aſked, by SOME of my col. 
legues, to refute the arguments, and correct the calcu- 


lations, which have gone currently into the world, in 
relation to the boſpital; but I did not"cbuſe- to engage 


in a PAPER WAR: for tho people fometimes form their 


judgments by pampblets, this is a buſineſs. of moment, 
aud depends on the voice of Parliament. In tbe mean 
bile many have confounaed'two very diſtinct õbiæcts, 
viz. Ibe plan of the hoſpital, as eſtabliſhed byhav, 


and the conduct of the governors ef it. I there is 
any error in the former, it weill be corremed by autho- 


rity; and-as to the latter, it is fo pure, that no tongue 


or pen can fully it. T leave theſe thoughts with my cbl. 


 tegwes,” each to put them into ſuch hands as bt pledſts, 
that by making. their orm notes and remarks," they may 
draw their own concluſions ; and by diſcovering the fal. 


lacy of my reaſoning, F my judgment has decivbd me, 


the mere cafily point out what eg 70 be done.” In 


this Tight theſe Pages muſt be of ſome uſe: FRY ond. thoſe 


who differ, With ne in opinion are, as welcome to them, 
2; thoſe 1 tbat ogree with, me in ſentiments... 
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AHE great How deMoNTESqQU1E v, in ſome of his 
76 See obſervations, expreſſes his ſurprize, that 

5 ſo wiſe a nation as the Engliſb ſhould: be fo long 
8 a Foundling Heſpital ; but as able a politician as he 
was, Iapprehend he either did not mean that it ſhould be put 


on the fame footing as ſuch hoſpitals are in arbitrary and 


poor countries; or he was not ſufficiently acquainted with 
our genius, our Ive of liberty, our proviſion for the oor 
by Jaw, or the nature of ſuch an inſtitution of fecrecy, in a 


Ountfry N where the people are apt to carry things openly 


into great exceſs ; ; and who, incircumſtances where 2 ſenſe 


of ſhame alone ſhould g them, often leap. oro the 


IQ „ and 51 
boundaries of laws. 
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* find * the Erdem of t e account avg the No | ita, 
theſe remarkable Gblervations:! wc De officers whom 155 E 
have charged with the care of the Poor, have been ſo neg- 
2 Agent! 55 lr: of their truſt, that fome infants have 
&« been ſu Hered to periſh with cold and hunger in the ftreets, 
« without any attempt for their relief; and few who 


. - are brought to the pariſh officers, do long ſurvive under 


C the care of a pariſb nurſe, er werkhauſe.” 


6 


( 83 
Ix is alſo remarked, that in the reign of Oueen Anne, 
ſeveral merchants propoſed to open a ſubſcription, and to 
ſolicit for a charter, with a view to erect an hoſpital for the 
reception of ſuch infants,” as the misfortunes, or — ; 
of their Parents, fhould ave deflitute of fufſor t.— 
it is worth obſerving, that the complaint againſt the — 
officers did not require an inſtitution of ſecrecy; - and the i in- 
tentions of theſe merchants, do not ap pear to have reached 


to all children that ſhould be brought in fecret ; but whe- | 


her it did or not, the reaſon aſſigned for heir not profecut- | 
ing their ſcheme, is on account of © itl grounded, Frefu- 
dices that uch an undertaking might ſeem ta encourage 

« perſons in vice, by making 100 * He 5 Ld their 
— illegitimate children.” © 


THERE is too much reaſon to believe, "that as we bare 


increaſed in riches, vice among the common People has in- 
creaſed; and as the number of the inhabitants of theſe 


cities increaſed, the preſervation of the lives of the pocrer . 


ſort was the leſs attended to. The drinking Ein, the uſe of 
tea, among the poor, arid the inſamous conduct oſ ſome nurſes, 
concurred to render an hoſþifat, devoted to the 'care of i in- 


fants, more neceſſary in 1739, than it might be in I 708. 


WIꝝũ are moreover informed, that ſome of thoſe worthy 
perſons WhO meditated this deſign, left by will large 
benefactions, to be paid to ſuch an hoſpital, as ſoon as it 
ſhould be ereed. How large they were, it is not neceſſat ary 
to enquire; but Mr COA, the firſt mover of the preſent 
heſpital,'built partly on thisfoundation, This however was 


not the mo ys ou the * a of f this well- 
* 1 meaning 


L 
meaning old man; ſor it ſeems he bad ſeen. 4 the ſhocking 
« ſpectacle of innocent children, who had been murdered and 
& thrown upon dunghills. Sad ſpectacles indeed ! which 
may give poſterity a ſtrange idea of us, who pretend to be 
an, humane and civilized people. However, there was 
doubtleſs cruelty enough to excite compaſſion; and ont 
Infant was really found dead on a dunghill, and twenty 
grown, Fer/ſons off a dunghill, the firſt would make , the 
deepeſt impreſſion. Such is the natural abhorrence of cruelty, 
to our ſpecies, in their helpleſs ſtate !—L have heard one 
curious anecdote, i in relation to Mr, Coram, that, in the over- 
 flowings of his heart, he once propoſed, that zents. might 
be ſet up in Lamb's-conduit fields, that people might bring 


in their children as foundlings, from all parts: however, 


| he afted judicioyſy, in addreſſing himſelf firſt to the ladies; 
and accordingly we find a memorial of their piety, which, 
mn honor to the ſubſcribers, deſerves to be recited on the 
preſent occaſion. | 5] 
© WHEREAS. among the excellent. + def ns oe”  inflitutions 
« of charity, which this nation, .and eſpecially the city of 
London, has. hitherto.encauraged and eſtabliſhed, no ex- 
bedient bas, yet been found out for preventing the frequent 
** murders of cor miſerable infants at their birth; or for 
. ſuppreſſing the inhuman cuſtem; of expoſing new-born in- 
anti ie periſh in the ſtreets, or, the putting out ſuch un- 
« happy foundlings, to wicked, and barbarous nurſes, vhs, 
% undertaking to bring them up. far a ſmall and triſting ſum 
* monay, do i often ſuffer them to flarue. for want. ef 
© duet * Gr care; or if Hermitted to live, either turn 
G & them 
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% them into 1 fireets to beg or ſeal, ar hire them out 


© to looſe perſons, by whom they are trained up in that in- 


« famous way of living, and ſometimes are blinded, or 
« aimed and diftorted in their limbs, in order to move 
« ßity and compalii on, and | thereby become fitter inſtru- 
« ments 4 gain, to theſe vile mercileſs wretches, 


44 FoR a beginning 0 redreſs 2 deplorable aA fre 


* and to prevent as well the effuſion of ſo much innocent 


« blood, as the fatal conſequences of that idleneſs, beggary, 


or ftraling, in which ſuch poor foundlings are generally 


© bred up, and to enable them, by an early and efectual 
* care of their education, to become uſeful members of the 
* common-wealth; w R, whoſe names are underwritten 


- being deeply touched with compaſſion, for the ſufferings 


& and lamentable condition of ſuch poor abandoned helpleſs 


6 infants, as well as the enormous abuſes and miſchiefs to 


which they are expoſed; and in order to ſupply the go- 
“ vernment plentifully with uſeful hands on many occaſions 


« and for the better producing of good and faithful ſer- 
ec wants, from among} the poor and miſerable caſt-off chil- 
% dren or foundlings, now a peſt to the public, and a 
as chargeable nuiſance. within the bills of mortality ; ; and 


* for ſettling a yearly income for their maintenance and 
46 froßer education, zill they come to a fit age for ſervice, 


„ ARE DESIROUS f encourage, and willing to contribute to- 


. wards erecting an hoſpital for infants, whom their parents 


* axe not able to maintain, and who have no right to any 


I parich, hieb aue canasive will not only; prevent many 


6 1 (2625 eee and. other \miſchiefs.;-\and. be 
. i | = « greatly 
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* greatly beneficial \ to the public; but will alſo be ac- 


ceptable to GOD ALMIGHTY, as being the only remedy 
of fuch great evils, which have been fo long neglected, 
though always complained of : provided due and proper 
care be taken for ſetting on foot fo neceſſary an eftabliſh- 


15 ment; and a ROYAL CHARTER be granted by the KING, 
ee to fuch perſons as his Majeſty ſhall approve of, who ſhall be 
willing to become beneſactors for the erecting and endows- 


ing ſuch an hoſpital, and for the receiving the valuntary 
contributtons of charitable and well. diſpaſed perſons, and 
1. for direfting and managing the affairs thereof GRATIS, to 


© the beſt advantage; under. fuch regulations as his Ma- 


40 jeſty, in his great wiſdom, ſhall judge moſt proper, far at- 


hy Charlotte Somerſet. 
S. Richmond. 


8. Bolton. 


M. Cavendiſh Portland. 
J. Mancheſter. 


Ann Bolton. 


J. Leeds. 


A. Bedford. 


F. Hartford. | 
M. Harold. 
S. Huntington 


0 * taining the defi red effe& of our good intentions. 5 
F. ia. and Nottingham. | 


E. Cardigan. 


Doretby Burlington, 


F. Litchfield. 
A. Albemarle. 


© F 6 Bir N. 
| A. Trevor. 
A. Torrington, © 


K.  Onflow. 


wy King. 


Wrar is meant by e up uſeful hands for the Go. 
vernment, or by children whoſe parents are not able to main- 
tain them, « or theſe who have no right te any pariſh, is not 


"5 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary to enquire at ent; 5 though 3 it ought 1 to. bn 5 
been clearly aſcertained at that time, which it Was 
not. Theſe ladies, moſt undoubted y. acted upon the 
noble principle of love to God, and their fellow creatures; 
and their example Was followed oy many noble lrds. ana 


gentlemen. 


WE are all of: us wiſe | in  refleting. 0 on a 40% a as to 
what might have been done, and was not done; but it is a 


little wonderful, amidſt ſo much zeal that No SCHEME 
was propoſed for ſending pariſh children into the country to 


be nurſed: nor any premiums, to the nurſe whoſe child ſhould - 


be alive at a certain time; nor any public account given of 
| pariſhes, that they might | learn of each other, and be moved 


by ſhame, where no higher principle prevailed, . It is ; Not | 
yet too late to examine, if ſome ſuch methods may not be 
ſucceſsfully employed, and meaſures taken to reuder it 


| honorable for men to fave the lives. of infants, and famous 


to leave them to periſh. l 100 ES I 
Tux royal charter for the boſpital was. s obtaingd, bear- 

ing date the 17th of October 1739; the Duke. of. Bedfera 
Was choſen preſident, Lord Vera Beauclerky and other per- 


| 4 Tons of diſtinction, vice: Præſidents; the firſt governors were 


alſo mentioned in the chur ter. Many hints for eſtabliſhing the 
charity were gathered from the regulations of the, hoſpitals 
of Amſterdum, Paris, Liſton, and Henice. The ſeſſions after, 


an act of parliament was alſo; paſſed, intitled, An All for 


ronfirming and enlarging the pouert granted by his Majeſty 
to the gevernoro and guardians of the hoſpital for. the-main- 


renance and education of expoſed and deſerte d young Mien, 
9 EL, by 
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by his moſt gracious charter, bearing date the 17th Octo- 


ber 1739; and fo enable them fo execute the TIN purpoſes 
of the faid charter. ee, | 


A very regular advance Was mide; in the execution of 


| this great deſign, as far as the money collected would 
admit; but it was ſtill ſuppoſed; that the poors-rate was 
effectual to prevent any infant from periſhing for want. 
If thoſe who adminiſtered for the vor, performed their 


duty to the public, there was no occaſion for ſuch an 


| hoſpital: and, if they did not perſorm it, it was neceſſary 


for others to take the charge. And, granting this not to 


| be eaſily accompliſhed unleſs the hoſpital had been made ge- 


neral, it was nevertheleſs the only effectual remedy. 
To conſider things as they then appeared: the Wing 


poor of London having debauched themſelves in a very great 


degree, evils of the moſt dangerous kind were apprehended, 


and one of them was felt, by the great mortality which 
_ reigned amongſt their children. The pariſh officer, in- 


ſtead of removing the poor infant to wholeſeme air, and 
providing a good wef nurſe, only removed it from the 
drunken mother, to give it to a poor, decrepid woman, or 
a nurſe, in whoſe hands it would die ſoon; and the ſooner 


it died the lefs expence it would create to the 'pari/h. 
This Was diametrically oppoſite to what the Legiſlators 
originally intended, by granting the liberty of making an 
aſſeſſment in aid of the poor; as fach aſſeſſment, properly 


De! Butsit was the yurakty of the times; and no harm 
Ars: meant We n Wan thoſe childven to die. 
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Many of the pariſh officers ſl have been worthy men; but 


ſo it happened, and the evil was extended to a greater number N 


of infants, and continued for more years, than I hope, for 


the honor of the nation, will ever be recorded in hiſtory, 


Ar length we recovered from an apathy, in relation ta 


| Infants, and immediately fell into a dream, as to the 


means of preventing the evil, though it had all the marks 


of reality. It was high time to think of a remedy; and 
the propoſal for a Foundling Hoſpital was adopted by many 
great perſonages, as already mentioned, with that benevo- 
lence which diſtinguiſhes this nation. The object was as 1 
Pleaſing as it was neu; and the zeal of ien n ; 
very high for it. i 


We fee what the effects of it were, in 8 of 
the Heſpital, the chapel, and the ornaments. Many in- 


genious artiſts beſtowed on it, ſpecimens of their till and | 
3 kiberality z at once proving, that arte, humanity, and the 


civilization of life, go hand in hand. As the object 


was then contracted, the hoſpital might ſeem large and ex - 


?enſive ; but, inſtead of its being too big and toa expenſive, | 


as ſome now imagine, if we gener the whole plan, it is 
not big enough. : 


In March, 1741, thirty children were e firſt put out ta 


nurſe, and ſoon after thirty more: and in the courſe of 


the year one hundred and thirty-ſix. The firſt place ap- 
pointed was Hatton- garden. Of the whole number ſixty-ſix 


died ; which is not many more than the ordinary proportion 
Which uſually die in the courſe of births, conſidering that 
. uy of them were kept i in town : but it was plain, that the 


Er ror 


error fill continue, in not + ſending the chili te the 


country. r 


IN 1742 the plan „ and in Septem- 
ber after the frundation-/tone of the preſent edifice was lid; 
but it was not till 04&be# 1745 that one wing: of it was 
inhabited. Soon after this" a ſubſcription” was made for 
HE: * ee nen which alſo W : 


1 


| ceeded. | 3 ] *17] 1 : , 3 r 8 
| I BELIEVE no body will object to my eng, d that We 
ſtill deze on, from March 1741 to May 1756 incluſive, 
only 1384 children being taken in. Rut it is very remark-· 
able, that only 724 of them died in all this time: at once 
exhibiting a proof of the great care and tenderneſs of the 
Governors of that time, and alſo that much greater ſucceſs 
may be epected from ir, than when the hoſpitalł is 
: greatly extended. But; alas! what were 1384 infants” to 
the thorfarnds' that were ſtill drogping and dying in the hands 
of pariſh nurſes? Though it may be preſumed, that ſo 
many of theſe children as were kept from ſuch nurſes were 
ſaved from deſtruction, 1 apprehend the deſign operated 
moſt by exampl?; for the attention of the Public being fixetl | 
on the hoſpital, it muſt have influenced the hearts of __ 
| pariſh date | WW Neeb V1 345% ad 
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INES | 
Prozreſs' of the Fouls ages a "Aa June EY 


1756 to May 1759» during the lime 15 bas. been . 


; under the direttion of. Parliaments, a be vas 


era ery 4 Th iq 


7 HE breaking out of the preſent = contributed t to- 
'Þ oy wards the ſucceſs of the remonſtragces of the : zeal- 


ous governors ; : in conſequence of Which, the ba - rliament 


took the hoſ pital under their care. ut was eaſy for the Jegiſ- 


lators to diſcover, that what! bad been hitherto dong Was no 
ohen in the ren: 1 view of, the nation; 3 and =_ - gh 


| «  lfting and mn, 2 80 all the chilies which, ſb bout 
«offered, under a certain age, "ſhould be received.” — 1 


more, it Was thought, that, ,* te render the heſpital gene- 
« rally uſeful and efficaciaus: to the. end edge. proper 
cc places i in all the Counties, ridings, and dipiſians of the 


| * kn mn, for. the reception; of expoſed and deſerted. JOS 


« children, ſoeuld be oßened; , Subject, however, to the dir = 
reftion of the Governors, as ta time and place. ooo ot lr 
engere, Wy gang i a eee 1 


. 


Ja But, in 2 to a great and 3 de 0 


cannot help obſerving, that the word Eq is joined to 


dCiſtinctien was intended or hoti it was: hardiy thonght chat 


99 Wore:children-would be ſent o the Hoſpital than uch 
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yards. 
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as had been w/ually expoſed in ſtreets and at peoples doors, 
as expreſſed in Mr. Coram's paper, already mentioned, or 
died in pariſh CITE 5 813%, where e motiers l de- 
| ferted them. 


| Ir ſeems to be our Kean thats we « can IP, every 5 thing 


that we ſet earneſtly about, and experience fupports the 
opinion: but men are not made in the ſame manner as. ſbiþs 


or cannin. Tt was nor till the laſt Spaniſh war brokeiout 


that Mr. Coram broached his ſcheme of a Foundling Heſpital; 


and it was not till the preſent French war that the parlia- 
ment protected it. We are now to conſider maturely of 
the beſt means of taking care of it, and not forſake it. on 


| any account, Teſt; when anot her war happens,” a great 


number of thoſe who might have compoſed navies and 
armics out be a wes their fathers 3 in a church: 

Fat 3d of May, 17 56, the parliament hte the firſt 
grant of 10, 00 J. and in June following we began to 
receive all children not exceeding tuo months old, at the 
h:ſpital in Londen. © It was judiciouſly determined to wait 


the iar, and {ee how the thing would operate; and how 

| the 10, 000 J would enable the porerttors to take in 40 the 
children? under the age agreed, which might be offered 
Hill the end af that youy before other mug were n 
In e neee bas wry f o 10003 if ANG © We 


I well remember the tranſaction of the fit! general 


taking-indly, the ad of June, when en We received 1 ry chil- 


dren! The whole month produced 42 5, all of them fup- 


Sally nor to be above r months old; for that was rhe age 


D limited, 


reren 
160 =. Emited. The next Fear 0 755 30,0007. ord 121 : 
1 1 ve ſet out by extending the age to ſix month. 
1 Fron this period the age was extehde@ to Foelve 
| months, not with a defere to receive more children than 

before, but in order to let people underſtand, that, if they 

would take care of their children, in the moft dangerous 

part of life, thay might be received afterwards: hereby 
acknowlegeing, what indeed is very obvious, that there was 
| 0 | much leſs danger at the mothers own 'breafl;\ than at any 
| it other woman's. This demonſtrated the zeal of thegovernors 
itt. for the eauſe of humanity, and the welfare of the publie: 
and it ſeemed to be very right, except that the common 
people; in the country, ſeeing us add four months to the 
rwe, and then fx months, to make up twee, might 
eonceibe,- that we meant to take all b their anten * 

' their: „ no bids oj! WY, gel rip; 
However the W lb FREY 
18480 - equal ee Silt i 36h nia 0) bo ag biuow B14 
| Feng the 20 ef Nine t0 5 ref Dee. meer 
11 * man Ai months Gag. A 85 105 915 295 e 
ö | i 0115005 Ht of Fun. to goth of une one. 

; x | yasm nevinb site old N- Tags 260 276 1999 
| 215005 to July tog rſt of LC $745,» of twelve 1-44 =} 
D 07 ont months dͤdo 21 4b th! af alia 10 27 
"The avhole number to the end uf 1, including the 
111 ia few of the former ſifteen yeata, from 172i 6694 1 
| | | ; Qt-whom were dead. (being Irn οον 10 Een 716 5. = 
11 Tha number received ia the aut u u IU % 
11 @ na pms Shad) exe of bees nus 
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Of theſe were dead. |. — — 22371 
Making 41 Per 100. Is FEES . f ; 
TE next fix months produced, oo OT Fr, 
From. rſt: of Jan. to u 17985 -.of wache 
months ddt K . ab 
zoth of May to 31ſt of Dec. y 58, of ditt 2319 
| ai for though there is 
an increaſe in the laſt fix months, which may be 
aſeribed either to the war, as making more pDο ? 
to the -þ3/#tal's operating in the caujZͤny; yet we 
ind the next fix. ene e again near-40 8 
| level, Pin $0 kns V 9 67 Hams)? of br 
From ef dan, a ah; 1759, of cure. oo 
months old, being only — — — 1910 
= it is extraordinary that it ſhould run ſo near the fame 
number. Very few of theſe children exceeded the age of 
ſix months, and moſt part of them were newly born. Thus 
one would be led to think, that if the parents of chil - 
dren, whether, legitimate or not, keep them for a little 
While, they are not eaſily_induced, te part with them at 
II; conſequently, Iwill venture to draw) a concluſion, 
i. e. that. ĩt has not been boverty which has driven many 
people to this extremity; ſo much as an indifference about 
their children. At leaſt-it is worthy of me hauſe, to con- 
template how:it came to paſs, even in the height fa war, 
and conſequently of ditreſs, that more perſdns having chil- 
dren turned of „ months od were not under & nerg fg 
of parting with them, than, pen à cn‘0d vie bf this 
account, end the ages theſe thildreir were of, there appears | 
' D 2 to 


12 


1 

to have really. been; or, in other words, that the diſtreſs + 
ſhould lie ſo much among people who had children under 
: ſix months old, and ſo little among others whoſe children 
I | | were above ſix months. It was natural to expect a dimi- 
j | j nution of the number, on the principle of diminiſning 
miſery; but, conſidering the force of cuſtom and Faſbian, 
. it is ſurpriſing the increaſe was no more in 1758. On the 
| | Other hand, it does not appear, that 1759 will produce ſo 

i! j many as 1758; which I impute to the men abſent on ac- 
| | ö j count of the war, whether they are huſbands, or profligate 

{ I | perſons who make it a kind of buſineſs to ROAM; This 
bil. muſt make a vaſt difference, though it can be judged of; 
only when the war terminates, and our people return home. 
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rice f other nations, whoſe manners and religion are 
Mentiulliy different from ours * and the + 0g of: 


N pps a in this e e ee 


8 \ n . 38 ©} - 
| i 2 . to han: ik a 3 mala in elabliſtüng! 
I. ; Lhe hoſpital, that we founded our argyments/for.jt, and, 
1 e great principle of the lan, upon the pragticę of, gtlen, 
alia, drawing opriconelufions With togyittle, tention, 
v1 to chen genius H ig , eee dari adorn 
[84 ANVRERE: tbe, arm: of arſitrary 8 a. 

| | $108 hands of haaſants the poor xęmains of the produce: of: 

| | their daily laber, and makes- no proxiſion to ſupply-theif: 
184! Hon 8 1 Wants, 
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1 2 
5 wants, but ſuch as the charity of | RELIGIOUS HOUSES 
: furniſhes, as was the caſe with us, before the days of Queen 
Elizabeth, the compariſon cannot hold. Where prapertyis 
not facred; induſtry cannot flouriſh ; and where commerce. 
does not furniſh employment, miſery eannot be ſo well kept 
at arms- length. In countries where the ſoil is leſs fertile, 
and ſhowers from heaven do not create Pan want will 
e ee 9094 109% 2205 37 nad l 
Ix is true, in the vaſt e notes in > thier 
cial nation, many of the rich abuſing tlie gifts of God, by 
an intemperate uſe of their fortunes, and many of the phοᷣ 
being vicious, miſery will neceſſarily ariſe from it; and do 
what we may, it will be un more or leſs, not only as the 
poor are vicious or virtuous, but alſo as trade changes her 
abode, or ſeaſons prove unkind.— But ſill in the national 
calculation it ſhould be conſidered, that if only the half, 
or à leſs part, of our Pocrs. rate, joined to the 1/efid Tabor 
which is often promoted by men of fortune amongſt us, eren 
by artificial mæans, when others fail, it puts us very much 
above every other nation on the face of the whole globe. 
Z IF we ſet the Feors- rate at only 1, 200, ooo I. at 41. 2 
head, it provides for 300, ooo perſons, being 1 in 20 or 1 
of the whole inhabitants of Hug leni: and it muſt be noted: 
that ſome of them are fiot allowed above a billing à week, 
or 2 J. 12 5 f year. The addition of ſo many great and 
noble charitable inſtitutions as we' find in this kingdom, 
independent of the poors· rate, is alſo) an effectual proviſion 
for another vaſt number of people, under different cireum. 
F tC 2#c47 citief,n 07% 1959) hs 15 
1 5 55 Tnoven 
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dient to preſer ve the lives Us infants. 
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 THoUGH. | this proxiſion has been n our 


anceſtorg ſhould have been well aſſured,; that,it. would. be 


ſo, in many inſtances, yet it was a proof of. their wiſdom to 


furniſh the means of a ſupply for the viciſſaudes of life, 
and to ſupport. the poor, chat they might have a chance of 
redeeming their fortunes.; or, at leaſt, of demonſtrating a 
general belief of that univerſal Providence. which governs 
and ſupports the while, and by which, nations riſe. in glory. 


or ſink into oblivion. The beſt things are ſubigct to @hwſe3 
and we muſt not be ſurpriſed, conſidering how. money has 


_ decreaſed. in value, that the ſeventy or eighty: thouſand 


pounds, which this rate might amount to hen the great 
Burleigh firſt executed the plan, ſhould; reach. to a nillion 
and half,, as it is generally ſuppoſed to he. But for the 


very ſame reaſon, that this liberal proviſion is made, it was 


never conceived. that any thing leſs than the immediate 


| chaftiſements of heaven could, alſo render it.neeeſary to ine 
IX oduce the ſeparation of bar ents and children, as an n expe- 


272117 OY 20 Nie +77 it 


if 
Ir might be of uſe to us 10 collect A complete hiſtory, of 
Fonndling Hoſpitals, how e they operate in other Fountries : * 
all that 1 know | is, that in , Paris they receive, betwee 


7201 4150 TO 


4 and 5,900 lden yearly Fw The fey infant pdp : 


i} If! — - — 


which 1 have ſeen in, chat t city ſeemed to 9 be cleaply zreargd.; 7 


* 


- but, in ; general, if L am not miſipformed, eme lr among | 


TUQ- 3 3 


them is rodigins. 0 The French think this nation rears a 


4451 & a 5 - > 10 


0 pare infants than we really do.by feeding them 

we. the paſſe of vimalss or, in her Nord by Greed 

re Pas 8 WET FR tþem been pris 
- al 


EN — IJ 
milk much better than they. There are foundling hoſpitals in 
ſeverd? other cities in France; but all of the foundlings, when 
paſt infancy are ſaid to be in a beggarly condition. "Te tray 
de of ſome tſe't6/obſetve;” that in France they ſupport an 
| ktmy of 16/600 men, when we do not entertain above 
36;060 in tie of peate. Pei view is to find me to be 
cinployed/a8oli5%; we intent! to make domefic ſervants, 
 #riidlefnien} Puſbutithnen, or manufaBurers, of our fiundlings, 
for e propbſe to place them all dut as Prentices!” In this 
land of freedom one would alſo wiffi, that a ſeller Hould 
have 2 father and mother, a brother and fer, as Well 18's 
wiſe. and chiuren; that he might have an object fi 
for) and not merely becauſe” he receives x. pence a day. 
In this, dur circumſtancer differ moſt effentially ffom'theirs* 


$1 * 4 7 


and, rhant heaven, fo do our fentiments ! COT NO 


"Is Ty Non 1 know, that they puts about 3009 infants, | 

un er the direction of the Mr fericordia. This i 18 an inſti⸗ at 
tution of mercy,” > it not only takes care of Jnfants, but 
alſo of 7 women, Who are d detained as ina A RUNRCE Ys 
1 they are given 5 in marriage, and the beſt wives are ge- 
nerally t taken from thence, 7. e Portugueſe have 3 tund 
for the ſupport . it, but whey find great difficulty in 
rearing infants.” Some of the g governors are men of the feſt 
rank, and they 4g enk attend cke e at.” office 
N. mar Katte, Her fog Fine 0 put three, Eur, or 
Ave childtth" ock at de es calt of one wma, which 
Was a fret dale of mort ahl): at length they reſo ved, that 
only vo 'Thoul# be ſucklell by ore woman, ill r ey 192 
beer of How — have been able to wo upto this 
8 | reſolution 
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en I know not. Every — who will adopt 2 
Foundling, and take charge of nurſing it, is intitled to certain 
privileges : a woman is exempt from her huſband and her 
ſons being taken as ſoldiers. The Portugueſe alſo eſteem it 
a religious act to cheriſh a foundling : and it is-confidered by | 
the ſlate, as an act of mercy and juſtice to remove the im- 
putation of illagitimacy; and accordingly theſe foundlings 
are capable of holding any. office, for which purpoſe they 
are called jilhos del Rey, the King's children. In that 
country the nes child inherits, in failure of chil- 
dren born in wedlock. el eee 

WHAT eſtimation our Seals may be in hereafter God 
Almighty knows. I believe not in near ſo bad a one as ſome 
repreſent them; but J apprehend they will be, in one re- | 


ſpect, in a worſe ſtate, when grown up, than foundlings 


are in Portugal, unleſs it ſhould become a more general 
cuſtom to adopt them, than it has been hitherto. The 


beyond a deſpotic government, aggravates thoſe - prejudices 


which prevail in weak minds againſt illegitimate children. 
This is an evil, and yet good ariſes from it, ſo far as relates : 


to preſerving the ſanctity and reputation of the marriage - 


bed. FRO or | I; £ hip 7 7 {1 | nnr 4 (} 7 CY 
Havixe mentioned that #Hegitimate children inherit in 
Portugal, I ſhould be glad toknow how our foundlings are 


to be eſteemed here: are they to be legimate,' which maay 

of them are not, or illegitimate, Which many are not, in | 
_ caſe any inheritance ſhould become the queſtion; or if they. 
' ſhould die in?;fate, having a fortune, as doubtleſs; in proceſs 


of 
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| of tion many: e Unleſs they prove: their 
legitimacy, they muſt be conſidered as baftards, whether 
they are really ſo or not. R 
| ces, deſerves. conſideration. . 1 - 2181224 23 013238 gas 
As 6 theſe children being ſubject to Gertbbpletet of 
 ##ifullly concealing the circumſtance of their edvcation, for 
their birth they can know nothing of, the objection does 
not appear to me to lie ſo ſtrong as is imagined; for the 
great number of theſe fbundlings will countenance each 
other. But here alſo we differ from other nations ; there 
is a certain Ferocity in our common people, which we do 
not find id any other country, and we muſt often expect to 
bear! thearords tt faundling fon:gf a .“ and that which 
ſbould render theſe children the object of a peculiar ten- 
derneſsy he converted into reproach. It will not be enough 
totanfwer c e ir my further or mother I ænoto not; but 
rely ycuhu were bery bad people; or they would have 
taugen better; thun to reproach me with a misfortune, 
h nphich Jodm: m0 ways: acc But here we ſee it 
nit, and in this country vill, be conſidered as a migfor- 
tune; and the Haundling himſelf * it as ſuch, and 
| be ſo ar a toſs happy Being. bun AUS: a Sf 0 * 121219 Of, 


- 


N No people refine ſo much as we do, or are ſo apt to 
beat ont an ꝛ, Vretchedneſs; and though the affinity 
between man and mam ist really ſtronger than alldethers, 
yet thiÞ ls An. whfrad idea, hich we can nomnefe think 

willtakeToat imthe minds ohe common people, of ia 

Feuntling, thantthet Sean he meets, hen HN 0 

eee * as 0 we? 
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alt imagined. The want of parents will be felt by 


ſfoundlings more here, than in other countries, where people 
are uſed to better diſcipline 5; and ſuch. want will, in the. 


event, be felt in ibis, more than in other fates. 


TRE greateſt part of the inhabitants of this iſland, not- 
withſtanding we extend our commerce over the globe, are 


bred at or near the place where they are born; and the 


common people, in a certain circle, are known after the 
ſame manner as the higher claſſes; their parents, kin- 


dred, and connections, are the ſubjects of their diſcourſe; and 
they keep each other in ſome awe; from a ſenſe of ſhame. 
The en, who would have been ale, or a thief, profiigate, 
or a contemner of divine laws, by the mere force of love to 
his parents and kindred, and a habit of affection for them, 


will be often prevented from di iſoracing them; and the ſame 


motives will render him induftrious, honeſt, ſober, and 


religious. This is the natural courſe of things in this 


country, where every man feems to challenge a right of 


thinking and acting as be e in which particular we 


are alſo ſingular. 


WEN I hear it urged, tha it they have founding Haß bi- 
zals in the United Provinces, which is not a deſpotic go- 
vernment ; I anſwer, that it is not ſo eaſy to decide what 
their government is, but their people are of a different ſtamp 
from cars. They ſupport a more rigid diſcipline in their 


charities, and they can do it better than We: for they are 


governed more by the ferror gf laws than we are.“ Their 


* common. peopic are well. when they are not ill, and 


2 Keen hen they are not troubled; are contentea becauſe 


; 3 = 5 « they 


8 
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< they think little of it ; and ſeek their happi neſs in tho 
common eaſe and commodlit ies of life, or the encreaſe of 
« riches;” and, as SIX WILLIAM TEMPLE goes on to 
remark, they do not amuſe themſelves with the more 
40 ſpeculative contrivance of paſſion, or refinement of plea- 
4 ſure.” Indeed, they work hard, eat and ſleep ; and the 


character of their common people differs eſſentially from 


ours, as well as their. laws, in general, and the genius 
of thoſe who adminiſter their laws ; ſo that the compariſon 
will not hold: The preſent unlimited plan of our found- 


| ling hoſpital will, in my opinion, produce more pernicious 


conſequences, than the ſame kind of inſtitution, in almoſt 


any other European country. 


CHAP IV. 


Objedtions NI to the Hoſpital, on account of bring- 

; ng infants from the country to London. Alſo 

in relation to the erecting Hoſpitals in the country, 
to receive in the firſt inflance, with the reſolutions of 
Parliament on n theſe beads. Eo 


— 


wiſdom: It is very remarkable, that ſo far from 
any evil being apprehended from the bringing children from 
the country to town; the act of the 13th of his preſent Ma- 


Ee hour gives proof of the fallacy of human 


Jeſiy which 1 have already referred to, expreſsly mentions, 


that “no church - warden, overſeer, or other perſon what- 
* baer ſhall, by een of any law in being, 
E 2 « for 


1 

j © for the proviſien or maintenance of the fodr, or for ba- 
i * ſtard children, ſtop, moleſt, or diſturb any perſon, in 
| bringing any child or children to the Ee hoſ- 
1 * pital, c.“ 


b 2 3 


li N | No Bovy conceived it would become a traffic to bring 

} il 5 children : : it was never imagined that ſo many putative „ 
1% thers would commit violence on maternal affection; nor 

| | | did we dream that ari/h officers in the country would act 

if th ſo unlike men, as to force a child from a woman's breaſt. 


WASTES 3 ern. ay 


li But inſtances of this kind, if they are not ſo numerous, 
have lately become as ſcandalous, as the deaths of pariſh 
children in London, before the eſtabliſhment of the hoſpital, 
But this is not the only evil; for if children are brought to 
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the hoſpital, which ought, in all reaſon, to be taken care of 


A 


by the parents, and which would probably be better taken 


— 


care of by them, was there no hoſpital, we muſt not won- 
der, if many of the ſame perſons that voted ſo much 
money, and recommended the extending the object into the 
country, have altered their opinion. It ſeems as if the laſt 
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| 83:1] reſolutions of the houſe were made from experience, and in- 

| 10 Formation of ſcandalous neglects and pernicious practices in 3 
| lh the manner of conveying children from the country ; with 

1 apprehenſions that many parents will forget the duty they 

| | [ E — | owe to their children, and bring on evils, which, ie 

| not ſu ppreſſed i in the moſt effectual manner, and prevented 
from happening again, will more than counterbalance the 

it i 1 gud which the hoſpital can do to the community. | 

q 0 5 IT was ſaid at the beginning, of 1758, that if care was 
Wit not taken, the ſeundling b ital would do miſchiet, by the 

8 rumber 
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number of children ee to London from the country; 
many perſons being employed for this purpoſe who made 
a trade of it. If a woman is a proficient, whether in the 
carrying of children, or any other art, ſhe ought ſurely 
to be employed rather than another; but the word trade, 
being uſed in the ſenſe of traffic in human life, imply- 
ing a great inattention whether it was preſerved or not, 
it could not but create a great di/gyſt : this gavea bias to the 
minds of many perſons, and terminated in the diſcredit of the 
hoſpital. The inſtitution was thought, however, too ſerious 
an object to be left unprotected from any ſuch rumours, 
and the parliament granted 40,0001. for the year 17 58, 
notwithſtanding many members of the houſe did not ſeem 
to be convinced, that ſuch good would reſult from the 
_ hoſpital, as the grant of ſuch men money ſhould naturally 
r 
Ix the mean while it was urged, that the criginal deſig 
. the hoſpital was for the metropolis, where children had 
| died in ſuch multitudes, and not for the country, where 
they did not die beyond the common courſe of mortality. 
To adminiſter a remedy where there is no diſeaſe, or 
none to which fach a a remedy i is adequate, as in the political, 
ſo i in the natural body, i it may create a di Heaſe, and endanger 
the conſtitution. But here another difficulty was ſtarred, 
« Shall we give - public money for the uſe of London and 
cc Weſtminſter only : hed he anſwer ſhould have been, YES, 
the good of the whole i is clearly the tC leet: but this was 
not fo  clearly'c com xpreb ended. 
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IT is very difficult to form an idea of half the good or 
evil effects which ſuch an inſtitution, in this country, may 


produce. But in the beginning of this year (1 759) it was 


very apparent, that the hoſpital muſt be either confined to 
London, or extended to the eſtabliſhing recetving hoſpitals | 
in the counties, agreeably to the authority which had been 
actually given by parliament, and never revoked. The bring- 
ing children great diſtances from the country to London, to 
carry them back again to the country to be nurſed, was 
ſuch a glaring abſurdity, no-body could digeſt it. Every one 
wiſhed to ſee a remedy for it, but not many advocates. for 
the hoſpital, upon the preſent plan, knew well how to 
inſiſt, in ſo many words, that it would be the intereſt of the 
nation to erect more foundling heſpitals, to receive infants 
in the firſt m/tance : but this was aid, and meant. 


Where humanity and the preſervation of infants are the 


objects, one would imagine they might be ſo level to com- 
mon apprehenſion, that i it ſhould not be dowubt/ul what i is right 
to be done: but many doubts did ariſe, and moſt e 
concluded that all was not right. 

As to the diſiculty of reſtraining people from ſending 


children from the country, the more it was examined the 


greater it appeared ; but it had not been yet fully diſcuſſed 


in public : : and the old path being now ſo well trodden, | 
' 20,000 /. and after that 30,900 J. in all 5o, 0001. was 
voted tor the annual current ſupply of the Boſpital for the 


year 1759. It was ſuppoſed ſo much would be wanted 


for the ſupport of 5,82 5 children alive at the end of 175, 
and for 4, 200 more, which it was preſumed. would be | 
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Bronx the end of the ſeſſions, the money being al- 


ready voted, the matter was diſcuſſed very largely, and the 


reſult was, that many dangers were foreſeen by /ome, in con- 


tracting the plan, and confining it to Londen ; and greater 


miſchiefs apprehended by others from extending it to the 
country. Under theſe circumſtances it was not extra- 


ordinary to leave the thing as they found it, and as it now | 
remains; for though public money is a ſerious object, 


and life ſtill more ſo, it ſeemed impracticable, whilſt 
ſecrecy is obſerved, to reſtrain people in the country from 
ſending their children to town. Many great perſons, 
equally Fious, equally humane, equally capable of di iſcerning 


the truth, were divided in their opinion ; both ſides argu- 
ing from fafs, tho totally oppoſed i in fentiments. Thoſe 


who had been advocates for the hoſpital without limita- 
tion, could not, with a good grace, and under this be- 


wildered ſituation, recommend any particular meaſure w hich 


; mould ſeem to undervaluc it. 


As to the moncy, though it is a cont object at this time, 
yet as relating to the purchaſe of 4%, mill, and bread, it 
could not be deemed a reaſon ſufficient to drive us into any 
dangerous extreme With regard to the ſafety. of the lives 
of infants: and it was too tender a ſubject for any man, 
whoſe peculiar duty! it is to conſult the beſt means of Fre- 


ſerving the people, to neglect an 9PPP! tunity of examin- 


ing it. big 
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EveRY body meant etl and the voting the 50, ooo J. 


; fl the year 17.59 Was ani reſrogable proof of the tender- 
nfs of the legi/lature. Indeed it appeared à little ſtrange 


to 
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to ſome people, that, aſter the money ſo granted, with a 
view to the reception of children at the hoſpital from all 


parts of the kingdom, it ſhould be immediately after 


RESOLVED, that the appointing places in the ſeveral 
_ E counties, ridings, or diviſions, in the kingdom, fer the 
* firſe reception of expoſed and deſerted children, will be 


* attended with many evil conſequences.” And what is 


| more, « that the ſending children from the country, to, the 
& hoſpital for expoſed and deſerted young children in London, 
is attended with many evil nn and e tocße 


N 1 4 
Ho v it was to be prevented was the actin; These reſo- 
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1 Intdoas only indicated a deſi ign of making a law, not being 
abrogatory of any law in force; but not a ſingle doubt 
ariſes in my breaſt concerning the propriety and humanity 


of them. I believe they are very right upon the whole 


and yet I am alarmed, and, as far as I am concerned, think ĩt 


neceſſary to ſtand upon the dzfenrve. Iam too well acquainted 


with my own country to be ignorant, that we are apt to go 
into extremes, and therefore I reſolved to contribute my 


laber towards a right underſtanding of the ſubject, that : 
ve may not raſhly abandon a purſuit which we had fo 


much at heart ; remembering how many thouſand lives have 


been wantonly thrown away in London pariſh work-houſes ; 


and how neceſſary it may be to guard againſt ſuch evils 
hereafter : and this is what I hope will be moſt ſeriouſly 
attended to by thoſe who are the Judges in this matter. 
The governors of the hoſpital are but g rvants of the pub- 


lic, and they mean to render their ſervices ffi, in the 5 


manner FRO the — hall Ja ge beſt. 
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CHAP. v. 
Reaſons againſt the preſent Plan of the hoſpital, reſpell. 
ing ſecrecy, Suppoſed murders of infants, ialeneſs, 


and calculations of expence compared with that 


created by the children MF the poor under their own 
Y N in the country. 


4 


ANY . the oy th againſt the clint oo of the 
|  b:ſfital are of a very complicated nature, though 
ſome: © the arguments ſeem to be demonſtrable. 


FiRs r, as to the SECRECY on Which it is founded. 


Thoſe Who have entertained. an opinion, that a great part 
of mankind are engaged in amours in high life or in low, 
and that it is for the ſervice of the commonwealth that 
ſuch correſpondences between the ſexes onght to be con- 


cealed from the world, in the beſt manner poſſible, may 
naturally plead for ſecrecy + and this opinion claims that 
reſpect which every friend to humanity is intitled to, tho? 
he ſhonld:miſtake the point. But it ought at the ſame time 
to bexemembered, that the fewer. ſecrets a man has, the more 


free is his mind and perſon, and probably the more inno- 


cent his life and. the ; cireumſtance v. hich, may be of great 


ann t. tq Q me, as.an  indroidual, may be of no conſequence 
he ae, "Mareoret, many things in which individuals 


9 . I 


1 and conſider as feerers, are really 77g ſecrets. 


As to ameurs in higher 1 if the parties can manage. no 


better than to avail themiclves of : a Soundling h hel] ſpits), there 
is very little realen, for &reening, them, At. any hazard or 


* 


expence 
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expence to the public : od Wo I compretieri d What the Bible | | 
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are not to expect Keen ia thy 8 Ia all TEE 2 


tutions, Which take their origin rom the dikcore very of great 


evils, we muſt not be ſurpriled' if le vi ſhould ſtick 
cloſe to them; and! it thoutd x not be a Yr ficient reaſon againſt 
the hoſpital, on the preſent Plan, that a rich _ : ſent } t his 
illegitimate cd there; but he ought net to ſend it: : and | 
if it isa common praftice f for all kinds of people t to fend their | 


illegitimate children to the hol] piral, it is time 00 check this 


cuſtom: | The variety Y circumſtances which. ariſe in life 
may render it neceſſary to leave ſome great blanks 1 in almoſt 
every inſtitution, to be filled up as occaſions may require; 
and we mult not refine too much upon this g great object of 
human frailty; but neither muſt we ſeek for Tenictliet worſe 
than our d;, jſeaſes.” We ſometimes ſee that fear and Hume 
operate vety fatally, and ſo do courage and Þrofligacy + com- 
paſſion is due in all cafes, provided the effect of It is not 


carried beyond due bounds. The moſt certain wy to bee. 
vent the effects of ſhame, 10 to remove the tem emptation to 


the offence which created it. There Are certainly many 
ways of "breeding up "infants W ighorance | of their real 


24 11071715 2 37151 157] 


parents, and of conceallng amore: but 10 provide ea : found- 
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| ling hoſpital f for lk Purpoſes, o 1 ay no Worfd, 8 to | 
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be ridicultais, infuch 2 a nation as this, t ugh i it may be 
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neceſſary in ſome other countries. 
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HAVE ſomewhere et with the anſwer, .of 
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heroes of old, 1 believe, it was s Jalius Cæſar, a 41 
alked, 


1 43 ] 


: aſked, what ſhould be done with a man taken with an- 
ather' s wife? anſwered, that © he ought to be PUNISHED: 
1 as 4 feel, far being taken.” If men will do What ought 
not to be done, they muſt ſtand upon their own defence, In 
all national objects we muſt alſo conſider the rehgian of a 
country. The antient Romans did not conceive, that thei - 
gods were much offended on ſuch occaſions ; ; af the 
modern inhabilants of Rome make certain diſtinQtions, in re- 
gard to Vice, which our purer Chriſtianity does not allow of ; 
and the beſs reaſon ſeems to ariſe for making any proviſion 
to favor the v vice in queſtion : for this in ſact would be 
making a kind of oppoſition of one law, from. whence no 
great good can ariſe, e another law, « of great, and eter- 
nal obligation. 8 2 
W 1TH reſpect to ampurs in 1 low [ ”Y how Fanz are there 
el kept ſecret; in caſes of pregnancy How 
fewwarg there, where the parties intereſted give themſelves 
any trquble Mbether they are ęcret or not? The common 
people jth Tandem are not very nice, and in the country 
it is a camo Practice (not univerſal to come together 
firſt, and if if they Vrove, as they term ĩt. then they marry. 
This is a law of honor, like a gameſter's debt; and i 
5 is happy when t the pledge of their love is cheriſhed by 
Tr hemſelves, w without any temptation | to part with i it; and 


94 


more * happy Fn when theſe accidents happen, chat the 
P ties are pot dierte from marriage by any other 


N NET {i ne 
means of providing for the child, as this would aggra- 
yate the evil, and bring on a train of pernicious conſe; 


Yiences, How fow inflances are there where the Frundling 
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hoſpital is rendered truly beneficial in the light of preſery » 
ing children, taken ſecretly from the hands of the parents, 
more than there might be if the ſame infants were taken 


bublicly and fairly, and 4 to the FO by the 


pariſh efficers. 
T GRANT that forndling hoſpitals: are at founded, 


and ſubported-u pon a principle of /ecrecy ; but this does not 
appear to be fo neceſſary here; as in Portugal; and ſome other 


countries, on another account: our tempers are not ſo jea- 


lous,” our re/entments of amours not ſo fierce, our poor are 


provided for ; ; both ſexes may as well be left the guardians 


of their own ſecrets, as our women are the guardians. of 


their own honor, which is not the caſe in Portugal. Such 
fecrtt keeping amongſt us, would bring on worſe evils than 
it either Frevented or cured. If the or iginal propoſal of 


an hoſpital here was built on ſecrecy, it ſeems to imply an 


abſurdity; ſince, to one child which could be traced out to 


periſh in feeret, foe hundred might have been diſcovered 
to'periſh oenly, and through the fault of thoſe * were 


charged with the care of them. 


As to actual murders which are ſuppoſed to be pre- 
vented by means of the Fan hoſpital, I can hardly 
conceive there are many. I have heard much talk of un- 
lawful amours, the produce of which have been murdered; 
but I thank God I have not ſo mean an opinion of human! 
nature, as to think this is the" caſe in half ſo great a 
degree as is generally imagined.” There is no doubt at 
illegal « commerce is too płevalent: but, I believe, to one 
i- fant 2 angle, or put to death, by my hands of 

OL. the 


E 


the meters five thouſand die in the face of the fun by the 
ignorance or neglect of the mother or nurſe, and five thou- 
ſand more by being taken from the breaft of the mother. 
To make a law, or provide an hoſpital, which ſuppoſes, 
that, without it, women will murder their children, haw- 
ever we may be induced to argue from ſome few known 
Factt, it ſuppoſes. 799 much, and familiarizes our thoughts 
to a crime the moſt abhorrent to nature. Nor can any lau, 
or any hi/prtal, reſtrain thoſe, whoſe cruelty or ſhame carries 
them ſuch deſperate lengths. We find ſome women have 
been executed for the murder of their: infants, and ſome 
| infants have been found murdered, an the 1 ins- 
dulgence ſhewn by the hoſpital, | „ 
Cruelty can hardly be a motive to the murder 1 an in- 
fant, which can have given no provocation. And as to 
poverty, ſuch as would drive a woman to ſo deſperate an 
expedient, it may be provided for, without ſecrecy. Tho? 
I confels this is the part which creates ſome repugnance in 
my mind; yet 1 am equally clear, upon the whole, that 
ve had better go, upon another plan, and drop the ſecrecy. 
As to idleneſs, nothing is more evident to me than that in- 
duſry will be hurt by the hoſpital, whilſt we continue to re- 
ceive all children ſecretly and indiſcriminately. It is true, very 
good people Will hardly part with their children; and it may 
be happy for the children of very bad parents, that they do 
| abandon them; but it would be abſurd to argue upon t this 
principle, without conſigering, , that there is a great part 
of mankind Who will do their, duty, When no temptation 
is thrown in FhctE; Way to drags, it. L i the ſexes may 
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gratify themſelves without paying for it, and yet "mt to 


— - 


% 1. * 


offend againſt no human law, nor any queſtions be aſked 


about the children, I apprehend too many, even in feber. 
wedkeck, will! in proceſs of time take advantage of the indu- 


gence of the public, i in a wanner that will not be for the 
public welfare. . „ 


1 * 1 9 


ck it is a very. "DD 


As to children 3 out gr” ad 


way to diſpoſe of them, but not a good way to preſerve : 


them, more than to promote chaſtity or indiliry. Uſeful 


labor is the great ſource whence the riches of the nation 


flow; every ſpur to it is therefore a benefit, and every mo- 


ve to idleneſs an injury ; and though the ſame” argument 


will hold with reſpect to ſeveral other chari ities amongſt us, 


| yet it comes home, i ina direct point, in none ſo much as in 


id 112 141 


this, as 1 ſhall ſhew in the calculation of expence. Ih 
eee 


'T MUST appeal then to common experience, for the pro- 
bable effetts the hoſpital will have, upon a compariſon of; 2 


5 laboring man, who has a large family, and him who, by 
means of ſach an hoſpital, may have no body 1 to provide 
for but bimſelf. It has deen generally obſerved, that the 


ſober married man, who has a family, works two, three, 


? * 


or four hours i in the day more than him that has none, and 


generally in 2 more ſpirited and maſtorly manner. The. 


ſame man will alſo do more work when proviſions are dear 


chan when they are cheap, of which there are many proofs, 
in the clothing countries: 8 the reaſon i is plain, it 8 the, conſe. 


quence o of the love he bears to his wife and children, and the 
ſenſe be has of f his duty: and hence ariſes one proof, how. 
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much better ſubjects, married men. generally are than. 
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ꝛatthebrt; : #7 how oh 3 it is the intereſt of the ſtate to 


{ EW 11 B&eutDUii 4 
enceurdge matrimony, cohſequently to diſcourage every 


thing that may tend to prevent it: ſo that i in all caſes, 


{{113 10 21950 


| exceþt where the Boer 57 ante cannot be preſerved by any 
other means, ſuch methods 3s ſeem to recommend a from iſ 
cuous commerce, muſt be ſhuned with wh oo care, on feli. 

; tical'as Well as Peligious Pintiples. 4 GET 

| Thzns are alſo inſtances inoumerable, of ce and 
Þuſbandmen, : and theſe are the kind of C people, in in queſtion, 


> who maintain themſelves, a wife, and fix chillen, for foes 


7.13 v 2 Dil nne 


ſeven, or eight thillings a a weck. Let us ſuppoſe this to be 


ELIAS 14 


He ſhillings a year | for each o child ;, ſome. | ſuch families, 
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_ children of five or h 2 years of age dc do > ſomething towards. 
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their own maintenance; and 1 am told 1d that in Norwich and 
4 1 
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Birmingham, the children in the town under ſe 8 Fears, of 


+070 99 " 301 fo * 
age are computed to gain more than their ſuppor 7. Let us fix 
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better enabled to pay an additional tax? Ne: juſt the 7 
contrary ; he will work the tefs 1 he. will conſume the leſs ; 


he will even be the leſs quali ified t to pay the tax he was ac- 


auſtomed to Pays and mung the ſtate * 
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TE calculation for . years to come which is ſup- 


poſed to be the utmoſt extent of the time, for an accumulat- 
| iog expence of the hoſpital, on the preſent plan, will coſt 
101750). and no' more. Iwill grant this, at 1 8 
| can be 22 certain, than the event of opening hoſpital to 


receive children in the country; but what deductions can 
be made from ĩt? Not that we ſhall ſaye more lirẽs han are 
now preſerved i in the country; that cannot he proved; the 
appearance is againſt i 17: therefore let us rather think ſeri · 1 
ouſly of preſerving town children only, who molt need alſiſt- 

anee; and if there are any country children who require 
ſuccor, which is very warmly urged by-ſome, let us enquire 


2 who they are, and who has the care of them; for if they, are N 


at hand to be received into wholeſome air z. if they lire 2 
the very ſpot, or near it, where we. Landanert wiſn to ſend 


| our children, the fame remedy and method of proceeding = 


cannot be n to e, n K 
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CHAP. VI 


* 


. to nn of the Holdital, 4 4. 
from the conſideration of our common LIBERTY, 
and the duties of ILIAL PIETY, and PARENTAL - 


on thegeneral viewof the preſent plan, I cannot con- 
l my apprehenſions of danger. We are at preſent 
a great nation, and though we could: eaſily -aceommodate 
à million or tus of people more on this iſland, yet I think 
there are many more effectual means of getting at them 
than by unlermining the foundations of parental aſteckion 
utid ia l love, were we ſure of ſucceeding; It is beyond 
aal diſpute; that theſe affections are the beſt ſecurities to 

_ "the fate of the fidelity of both parent and chill. I the 
bvoperations of the hoſpital are extended beyond the bounds 
abfolu tely neceſſary to preſerve the lives of infants in London, 
-Shouſends of parents will have no child to relieve chem in the 
Ades of old age, andithouſands of children will have no 
4 parents or kindred eo a or Fuccor them under the vici 
.fatudes of life! Is this a fantaſtic opinion, or the dictates 
of fober ſenſe? Is it fit for a rich, a civilized, and iu- 
duſtrious nation, a free and ofulent people, to proceed/on 
fuch a plan? Though much may be ſaid on both ſides 
the queſtion, as to the poverty and iniquity of many indi- 
viduals, let us be watchful, whilſt weintend to promote the 
 sommon welfare, not to introduce a common diftrefs. If a 

: G child 


1% 
child is totally ſeparated from his parents, however virtucus 
or fortunate he may prove, he cannot. be inſtru mental 
to their proſperity, or aſſiſt in drawing a curtain over 
their ſhame, which is the firſt and capital duty of life. 
80 far we beat down the whole fabric of moral and religious 
obligations, when we Zempt a mother to part with her child, 
without even aſking whether ſhe can take care of it, or not. 
We ſee very clearly, how much more mankind are go- 
verned by their /en/es, than by any abſtract ideas. of things; 
and Gop, the. Father of mankind, is honored. by our 
obedience to our natural parents.- If we are really required 
to expreſs our homage to the Deity by honoring our 
parents, according to the Divine commandment, the cutting 
: off all communications between parents and children i ſo 
far making the word of God of none effact. Neceſſity may 
be pleaded. for any thing: and I know: the necelſity is 
great, in reſpect to London. pariſh; work-hou/es:z but the 
Same reaſons exiſt no, where els, nor is PIO \ remedy 
ö generally Anmanded of na. 11h, 33 9698703509: 072M) 101 io 
PHILOSOPHERS and: DIVINES are gc 
to reduce into prattice;:ithoſe principles which experience 
have taught to be moſt productive of tempbrui and im 
mortal happinæſ. Fhough we all mean the ſame guad, f 
yet if we depart from the beaten track, we' ſhall be as | 
much bewildered in our Politict as in our moralt. If 
the bearts of men anſwet to each other as the riffexion of 
a mirror, the beſt rule to judge by, is by:'our:ownr ſenſibi. 
bility, and 20 de as we aul be done by, Allowing for tha 
difference of education. I loſt im father M an-acoident; 


ere 


[07 
ere I was well taken from my mathe? 1 breaſt; ſhe behaved 
with great piety and fortitude, through a long ſeries of 
' misfortunes, and was remarkably tender of her children, 
and ſhe. will live in my memory, whilſt my memory laſts - 
but ſtill I have great reaſon to lament my father's death; 
and ſhall I ſubſcribe to thou/ands of infants loſing their a- 
thers, and their mothers too, if it can be prevented? There is 
ſomething in this repugnant to the humanity of this nation; 
and for my own part I cannot get over it. For though I 
know humanity is alſo pleaded on the other ſide, in regurd 
to preſerving life, yet we MAY Have che liſes and noth/e the 
parent, nor extend the ſcheme, here we ought to abridge 
it. If any thing is amiſs in other charities, it may be rec- 
tified 3. but here we muſt go on with the object through 
life, and one falſe ſtep may bring on twenty others. 
As I lamented my own loſs fo very early in life, I feel 
the more for the children who are already cut off from all 
connections with parents; and I cannot help wiſhing it were 
poſſible for me to become a father to all of them, by every 
act of | paternal. care. I feel their wants, more than they 
can yet feel their own... Beſides; in this country, every one 
has a charucler, and ſomething peculiar to himſelf; the being 
deprived of all parental connections muſt be mate felt han 
in thoſe nations, there people areiborn andi b Nie 
and xen, the property of an im perious loyd. And worths 
leſs as both fat hen and inot hen may ſomstimes be; it generally 
happens that there nre ſome hranches fi a! fatndy! thuriauow 
ſttait; I mean that behave abe ud 4 whomtharkindied 
5 find ſome kind of Hay and ußßbrt 5 Alid et HSD Name 
2 6 2 degree, 
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Seals; on a level with the reſt of their fellow 22 and 


mankind, not truſting intirely to the clemeney of the world. 


The wonderful eate of Providence is demonſtrable in this, 
that.thongh men are all bound toeach other by their common 
humanity, by their religion, and by their policy, when di- 
vided into kingdoms and ſtates, yet the Atrongeſt tie of all 
ſeems to be that of h. And it muſt be conſidered, that 
virtuous perſons, who. might have found friends, having 
no relations by blood, will generally not find the Fewer ſürh 
friends, becauſe they are known to have ſuch relations, but 
juſt the contrary. For as no man is intirely ruined, in the 
eſteem of the world, till he owns he has nothing left, ſo 


is he generally reſpected on account of his relationſhip, 


even when he is not-a bit the better for it: and upon this 
principle, we muſt judge of the caſe of the infant Poor, and 


provide for the happineſs of thoſe who are to come 4ftei 
"Us, at the ſame time that we /ave them from an early 


8 rade. 


Turkr is a medium in all things. To preſerve life is | 
the immediate end of our purſuit : but if the total para- 


tion of children from parents is an indiſpenſible condition 
of it, perhaps it may be betier that feuer ſhould live, 


and poſſeſs their lives in comſort and honor, than 4 greater 


number be bred, upon a principle ſo dubiouſſy conſiſtent 


with happineſs, . 1 
Tr is alſo aur duty ever e che « higheſt "WER 


liberty, among all ſorts. of our fellow ſubjects; and it 


ſhould. be conſidered as the act of a flavi/>, mind to part 


8 with our children. When 1 lived abroad, J have often 


heard 


WII owner l 
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heard the fubjets of foreign princes complain, that they 


could not call their CHILDREN heir own, whilſt their re- 
ſpective /overeigns challenged a right of diſpoſing of them. 


How many of our fellow ſubjects have ſhed their blood in 


defence of liberty, when there was no property in the caſe, 


put that of wives or children ; and we think there is ſome- 


thing ſubſtantially god and glorious in ſuch conduct. In 
the mean while nature works powerfully at the root of our 


affoBlibjis "and women often infiſt, they will work their 
fingers raw to the joints, rather than Part with their chil- 
g drenʒ and we applaud this conduct 1 as herotc. 


As fo the Lacedemonian ſcheme, we are to ande our- 


ſelves as members of a community, the independency of 


every individual of which conſtitutes our Atrength and 


8 leber: change our conflitution, or even our manners, and 


we can have no aſſurance that our Arengib and fower will 


not change with it. 


any 7, means, may indeed be conſidered as ſo much national 
fect"! but the flateſ nan, who is a friend to literty, would 


be forry to ſee that lock acquired by a method whieh might 


endanger ou independency ; ; and all the avenues at which 


flavery can make its approaches ought to be guarded with 
a "jealous eye. Virtie and liberty are inſeparable : in propor- 


tion as the minds of people are corrupted by any evil prac- 
tice, in the ſame degree is liberty wornded ; and thoſe who 
Without the moſt Fink fing needfity will part with their 
children, may be ſuſpected of parting with their liberty too, 


if they can purchaſe l Proent”1 grat! ire bra exchange 
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How EVER deſpicably we may think of the birth of why 
Foundlings, or of the education which they would have; in 
the hands of their parents; yet, for the ſame reaſon chat we 

ſee ho powerfully. nature works in the breaſt of very 
boo women with regard to maternal. love, we may with 
great probability conclude, that many of the children ſent 
to the hoſpital are not born of parents whoare por, but of 
ſuch as are able to take care of them, and world ds it, but 
that they are covered under the umbrage of feertey. Were lt | | 
0 not for //ecrecy, is it to be conceived; that much above ne 
i half part of four thoyſend children antiudlly;” would be 
| | deprived of their R1GHTs to parental affection, and, with 
reſpect to their Pins and kindred, be al a Fn the 


\F 
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 T'GrAxT that many illegitimate children bronght'to 
; the hoſpital are born of domeſtic ſervants, the fathers of 
| whom would be baſe enough to ſend them to hari iſh work- 
1 houfes : if they will do fo, is it not the moſt natural way that 
ll the children ſhould be ſent thither, for the pariſh officers 
make enquiry whoſe children they receiv? * and if theſe 
officers cannot do what ought to be done: or vill Hot do it, 
ine hoſpital may be eſtabliſhed in their Place, 14/2 Y the 
infant: but if the Public is to take care df Hit; it fees 
moſt conſiſtent, upon the whole; that" the $1572 fuld 
know who he it, as nearly as he ean be traced" düt.. b 


1 PRESUME, that many legitimar childten of cand. 722 
diers and common ſailors. ſomè ot whom, in UH of aH; Habe 
a right to public relief, ira) be allo ſent; bur ſel f be Kun 
that they are ſuch, and'thetebare e Hil of "tele Trl6ng's 
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and ſoldiers, who will afterwards take to their children 


again, and breed them up under their own eye. I ſup- 
poſe there are alſo many who belong to Porters and chair- 
men, and other 1% reſpectable occupations, as women who 
attend. fialls, cry iſh, drive wheel-barrows, or are occupied 
in duſt carts : many of theſe, when: once they have parted 
with their children, it ĩs not to be expected they will give 
themſelves any farther trouble, upon the Preſent plan of the 
hoſpital: but if they preſerved a connection with them, upon 
ſome other plan, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſome of theſe 
people are not devoid of human affections, and would recover 


their children again, and breed them up to fill #he/e offices in 
life, for they are all neceſſary. The daughter of a young 
lord, may now happen to be put apprentice to a green;/all 
woman; and the /on of a common beggar, be received under | 
the tender patronage of a lady of quality: I ſee no harm! in 


this, nor in ane child being ignorant that ſhe has batrician 
blozd, or the ether that he was born of a cinder-wench : but 


- this I am ſure of, that there i is honor due from children to 


15 parents, in EVERY en of life ; and that the habbineſs 


of a nation, but particularly of this nation, depends a great 
deal more on the virtue of the poor, and the common people, 


than we are generally aware of. In every part, and in every 
office of life, weare under the care of one common Providence; 


and if we ac our hart well, may live and die in hanor; and te 


more the father conſiders his children, the more comfort, he 


8 have, the better, ſakje@, and the better chr iſtian, he will 
be; and ſurely the ſame may be ſaid of the debe he has 


geaerally the moſt virtue in theſe caſes. 
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We mult needs ſee the necefiity of eſtabliſhing the fin 


2 - riple, that this connection ought to exit: in caſes where it is 


found impracticable, we muſt ſubmit; but a contrary. 
opinion would certainly be dangerous to the ſafety and 
| happineſs of our common parent; who, God knows, has 
often trembled on account of the iniquity of her children: 
and if ſhe gives them encouragement to break theſe ties, 
ſooner or later ſhe will feel the bad effects of it. What 
has Javed her but the virtue of the few ? What can and | 


ber but the vice of the multitud: bs 
wat 5S | 
"Let us keep as cloſe to nature as we © can. Can a 


4 woman forget her Jucking child, that ſhe Thoult: not have 


| KC compa on on the Ven of her womb a This queſlio 
_ aſked i in the eaſtern manner, in alluſion to the thing bo =} 
repugnant to nature. Were this barrier totally bea en 
down, and all connections deſtroyed, the bleſſings promiſed 
to filial biety « could not exiſt, and we ſhoyld be.in ſo much 
the greater danger of not bving | in freedm and | Plenty, nor 
in happineſs in 2 this LAND, 35 the Lad our r Ged hath | 


"LITE LY of 5 


given. to Us. 
? os 7 au 447 oy, 'SIT; $5: 
Te there are Inftances in which de IJ it 8 
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"that ſome parents, ſhould forget their children, and con- 
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A , greater evil, let us at leaſt take, care to — aduct our- 
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{elves lo, chat the bebe may Judge it to be an evil, 
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and not as a Fro r thin ng to be done. Let us alſo re- 


338% AA. 972 T irn s Tor 7.28 
collect, that our notions of gead and evil depend very 
| 8. u Nan 3 4 ln N 


"much on cuflom and faſbion; * IN this we differ from moſt 
other nations, who are leſs ee leſs capricious, lefs 
daring, 
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daring, and though more uniform in their conduct, I muſt 

add not ſo capable of virtue, When it is properly cultivated 

amongſt us by prudent meaſures, and recommended by the 
irreiible ans of RISE , . 


* 
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gba. MARRIAGES wot promoted by the hoſpital. 
Neflectiont on ILLEGITIMACY. ; The improbability 
of improving the 1 MAN N E * $ of the common People 


means of it; or of e * the Poor rate. 
Tie ge of cuſtom among u.. 


GRANT there may bave been fame marriages made 


in confequence of the hoſpitat being opened: but if a 


than matries tnerely that He may cohabit with a woman, 
| dll bet High of raking e care of the pledge of his love, 


or with de to abandon 3 it, 1 fear fuck marriages will be 


42 80 bh 85 pk ood to the Nate, than where children « are 
1 9 Wee 2 125 taken tare 52 "Tf the hoſpital « OCCa- 
 Gons any increaſe of numbers, I think it will be of ilegiti- 
hat? At. We are told be a ver) 7 wiſe 1 man, & that the 
14 We EY e the un god odly Bali n not thrive, nor take 


7a 


. Teep root. "Indeed how Bale they, i they are not nur 
tured by 7th band 'of the Parent” ? And how comes it that | 


Ve ee way e Ji, of both ſexes. who are | illegitimate, 
w 0, as 18 imperfe & net? brok len . and Het -fruit 
« 11 table Kor, 1 fippoſe ; from a any fecret cauſe in 
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1 
nature, but that they have followed a bad example, of beed 
left abandoned by their parents, and followed the inventions | 
of their own hearts. I have known ſome of the moſt virtuous, 
moſt amiable, and moſt ingenious. perſons, of both ſexes; 
born out of wedlock ; yet the majority of my acquaintance, 


ſo born, have been of a very different ſtamp. And if the -- 


hoſpital occaſions more amours without marriage than with 
it, I do not conceive that piety will be promoted by it. 
1 was once led into a pretty conceit of reforming the 
manners of the common people by means of the hoſpital ; but 
it has appeared to me, for a long while paſt, as a viſionary 
ſcheme; experience and maturer examination rather proves 
the contrary. The parent will not be the better; and 
how the poor foundling is hereafter to preach or practiſe 
morality and religion more than any other perſon, I have 
no conception. Neither do Lthink he will be at enmity with 
mankind, as ſome repreſent, becauſe his father and his 
mother deſerted him, unleſs his guardians and his mafter do 
the ſame. But it is not probable he will entertain, the ſame 
opinion of his fellbw creatures as others generally do, 
who have been treated with tenderneſs by their parents. 
Wirz the reformation of the poor it has been alſo 
_ urged, that in time, the Peors-rates would be abſorbed, 
or, in other words, that ſuch a tax would become un- 
neceſſary. Alas! what poors-rate is a penny leſs than it 
was? Unluckily for ſuch experiments, they require more 
time than the nature of the thing will admit; and, if 
they ſhould not ſucceed, it will be very difficult to return 
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back gain, wenge we. fr out, and the Ane of children 
| without Connexions will be diftreſsful. 


N GENERAL. knowlege of public gran 17 for Ad 
receiring children, will probably make many children 
Foundlings, to one who: is really ſuch, and perchance 
lead lame people into a belief, that the greater libertines 

they are, provided they can end children in alundance fo 
the ſaundling heſpital, the better they ſhall anſer, the ſenſe 
and meaning of ſuch. grants, At eaſt this is to be /a far 
feared, as to be guarded againſt; and if cuſtom and faſhion 
generally carries reaſon, and common ſenſe, public gaad and 
_ "religion itſelf, don the ſtream of Holly with an, irreſiſtible 
. force, we muſt Jak, to., conſequences before A is too 
Ut. agli 157) ws; : a bes vie 

To ſay thay the aus of Cd and nature rarearreverſible, 
in n to the love of parents for their children, and that 
- nothing lef. 5 than the moſt pinching neceſtty, or the moſt 

agitious wickedneſs of parents, will tempt them to part 
with their babes, is a» doctrine which experience con- 

tradicts, What is the law, divine or human, which men 

do not often trifle with? As to the impiety of the action in 
queſtion, chere: ſhall we draw the line where uir tue ends? 
Do all parents, demonſtrate exceeding. great wickedneſs, Who 
Part With their; children, if they can poſſibly keep them 2 
- vi hey, do, got, why..da, we tembt all indiſeriminately? 
b I. this (depengs,; on circuumſtancegs, call it by, Nhat. 1 
g pleas. dike, other; Fropenſities to evil, it will prevail 
in Proportion to the temptation ; and if people are left to 
9 their Poverty will certainly not be the only rule . 
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of their conduct. The woman who ſtartled at the thought 


at firſt, will be reconciled afterwards, by ſeeing others part 
with thcir children; and when ſhe has parted with one, 


like a girl who has ſubmitted to unlawful love, ſhe will not 
find much reluctance in Ry the ſame act. | 


Pennars there has been a time, when it was thought | 


an injury to the public, for any woman to part with her 


child from her own breaſt ; but cus ro familiarizes every 


thing. We find among the higher claſſes of the people, 
in the country, as well as in own, that they all part with 
their children: many fine ladies, by an inactive or intem- 
Ferate way of living, I mean as to reſt, exerciſe, paſſions, 


and the quality of their food, are become 200 delicate 
for rearing their own offspring: I know but of one Lady 
who has done it; and ſhe has not loſt one out of eight. 
The huſband is generally as much concerned in this deter- 


mination as the w ife : but we are obliged to look with 


a certain reverence on this defee, and we challenge o 
woman, as if ſhe had treſpaſſed againſt any law, when 
ſhe is fender of her children, though ſhe does not gire 
them ſuck. | 

Bur if the ſame evil deſcends to the common people, 
who for wry different reaſens, not only deliver up their 


children to be ſuckled by ſtrangers, but abandon them 


quite for ever; it wounds the vital parts of government 


| by deſlrozing fecial afeFims. If then we can relieve 


thoſe who are really in need of it, and leave a woman 
no excuſe for not ſuckling her own child; in proportion as 
the lite of the infant is ſecure to the community, the public 


will 


61 J 
will be benefited. But if once cuſtom prevails ſo far, as to 
bring women to part with their children, we may be ſure 


that the natural /zve of eaſe, freedom from the toils and 


exßence of nurſing, and inſenſubility of the pleaſures of it, 


will countervail other conſiderations; and what can be ex- 
pected, but an increaſe of that very evil of which we often 


complain, I mean an exceſſive fondneſs for amuſement and 
diſſipation ? which in the common people, particularly in the 
country, is highly deſtructive of induſtry, ſobriety, and 
diſcipline, and threatens great injury to the fate. 
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REASONS 


For SUPPORTING the 


F Foundling Hoſpital, 


AS 


the only EXPEDIENT thought of for 
: preſerving the Lives of ſuch of the 
| Tnfant Poor within the Bills of 

Mortality as uſed to be thrown into 


+ - pas to die. 
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CHAP. VII. 


General notion * a decreaſe in our number of inhas 
 bitants. The effetis of the ADVERTISEMENT 
publiſhed by the HospiTaL, 10 intimidaty People 
from ſending Children ou the COUNTRY. 


HERE are many people 1 in this nation who enter< 
tain an opinion, that we are decreaſed in number, 
hace the year 1714, from nine millions to ſeven millions 
eight hundred thouſand ; which is twenty-ſix thouſand ſix | 
hundred and ſixty- ſix annual diminution. Thoſe may be- 
lieve this who have grounds for it : the little time which 
I have lived at home, has not afforded me opportunities of 
obſerving any extraordinary change, except it be in the 
improvement of lands, in every part which has fallen under 
my eye. The prodigious number of good houſes built, and 
the many fuperb palaces of noblemen and men of fortune, are 
proofs to me, that, if there is any conſiderable decreaſe in 
numbers of inhabitants, there muſt be fo much the greater 
increaſe of ſkill and induſtry, extended to every art which 
can embelliſh life, or adorn this little ſpot of earth we 
live upon. 
Liberty and plenty ould naturally create an increaſe of 
people, eſpecially as we have had no epidemical diſeaſe, ex- 
cept the plague of the exceſſire uſe of gin and tea. Theſe 
indeed have ſwept off many thouſands, and the gin in parti- 
cular has prevented many thouſands more from being born, 
. | 2 War 
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War has ſwept off /zme ; the neglect of marriage has 


prevented incrruſe: tvencreal diſeaſes have carried off many, 


and this cauſe has alſo operated to the prevention of in- 
cxeale, as well as the euſtom of women leaving their own 
children to be nurſed by ſtrangers, whilſt the careleffneſs 


of nurſes has ſwept off numbers. Another capital cauſe of 


| decreaſe, or prevention of increase, is ſo. level to common 


obſervation, that every baby might judge of it, by count- 
ing the coffins which uſed tobe ſent into pariſh workhorſe N 
Theſe are circumſtances in which we ſeem to have deviated 
from. the ſimplicity. of our fathers 3 and are foreigu to na- 
ture : the conſequence: may be, that we have el _— 
tants than we might have had, _ aal 

Tn arguments and Facts contained in the foregoing 


pages may appear as meant to pull down the mighty 


ſtructure of the foundling heſpttal, which has coll ſoch 


= ad. 2% Sf 4 \ 


pains to many able hands to erect: but this is by no 
means my intention. af indced there is danger of 1 its tum 


bling on cur heads, we muſt Fre it, in order to render it 


ſafe and convenient, as well as hoſpitable, t to, "the # real 5. 
Kaen who ought to be received into it. EN 

To ſet chis object in a > ebeve tie it IA to ex. 
amine the common bills 5f mortality, the workhouſe regiſter 
, mortality, and the mortality of the foundling heſpital. 
Me are likewiſe to conſidet the condition of thoſe infants 
which the workhouſes uſod v0. receive, and of thoſe which 
the hoſpital has received ; ndl. ce back a fe-, Je 
paſts, and: {es, the accgunt given of che infants) received in 
oF workhaules Nerve _ Gang any Worth men- 


E420 | | dug A tioning | 


#, 


1991 
- floning: have eſcaped, the grave; we muſt conclude, that 
death Has been almoſt as certain to them, as their FR | 
the air of theſe-work-houſes,” oO 00 85 
I is indeed urged by ſome, that we ought to au the 
a plan, or none. By this is meant the eſtabliſning hoſ- 
pitals to receive foundlings, from the mothers breaſt, over 
the whole kingdom, or give up the hoſpital. This is a great 
Plan indeed, but I do not think that it is a good one. Tf 
my opinion is founded in reaſon and experience, it is not 
for the welfare of the nation, that children ſhould be brought 
hither from the country, or that any other children ſhould be 
reciered into Welpe than mole CONES men, | 
In great danger. | 
SOME, check ſeems to have Yoon given to the extravagant 
manner 3 in which many infants were treated, for which we 
are indebted to the judicious advert iſement, publiſhed ſome: 
time ſince on the part of the hoſpital, in conformity to the 
refolbtions « of parliament, This appears to have operated 
happily, and prevented ſome of thoſe accidents, which were 
f complained of; accidents which are called 18 no leſs harſh 
E a name, than that of murder. 2 5 1 


THERE is no doing Juſtice t to this excellent advertiſement 


hho ere ieee e e : 1 
n * © ited 8 the maintenante * 
zaglat of Jo, f eHj of expoſed and 5 
A Gods: ic young children. 

"HERE As the governors of this hof pital are . 
\ formed, that many perſons, as well Pari iſh officers 
E as others, have; ſein infants tb this hoſpital; without the 


1 conſent 
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5 governors of this — will late with 3 
ſev verity, any pariſh officer or other perſon, who ſhall 
forcibly or fradulently ſend to this boſpital any child or 
children, without the conſent of heats or. en of 
ſucht child or chiid ren not 

AnD whereas the governors are. - alſo e chat 
pariſh Meers and other perſons have, under colour of 
ſending children to this hoſpital, delivered ſuch children 
to bagrants, diforderly-' perſons, . and others, who for a 
Final ſum of money: have under taken to carry them to this 
hoſpital, though they were no ways capable of performing 
the lame, whereby ſuch children are ſaid to have periſhed 

: tor want, or to have been otherwiſe deſtroyed : | 

| "Now the faid governors do likewiſe hereby give notice, 
hat they will; at the expence of this corporation, pieſcente = 

With the utmeft ſeverity every ſach offender; who'ſhalt'be 


h principal or acceſſory to any ſuch murder; and all perſons 
| | ho can inform the governors of any ſuch offence, are de- 
[ \ fired to give notice thereof it writing as ſoon as poſſible, by 
| 0 letter directed to the ſecretary of the hoſpital, with an ac- 
0 unt of the partieulars and the names and places of abode 
| ll of the withelſes; wy can prove the ſame.. 
ll + 325% nog 1 Colrinewoos} Sober 
j if T” 20 flom 10 U. 17 _ ig 2 910 1117 23D Dan Ham 
ing | | 
| ; | Ir is well Won to the a that feberal 6ro)iuthns 
| are commenced, which it may be preſumed will operate, at 


leaſt for a time, and intimidate people from committing 
255 or violence in forcing children from the mother, or 
A careleſſneſs 
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car areleſſneſs. i in the manner of bringing children to the hoſ- 


pital, or we muſt not be ſurpriſed if we ſee ſome on the 
road to tyburn, on account of theſe exceſſes. Thei intention 
of the governors is, to diſcharge. their zry/t-with the pureſt 
zeal, and as real-guardians of the charity, not as idle ſpeFta- 


tors of the abuſe of it; and ſurely it may 4 rendered of | 


the greateſt advantage to the. commonwealtn. 
IT is a tafk extremely difficult, to calcite; the craft 
WE ef- gig Tives by the Hoſpital; under its preſent cir- 
cumſtances of ſecrecy; but if it ſhall appear that 600. or Boo 
town children may be ſaved annualij by means of it, in 
the courſe of time it will be a very important acquiſition, 
as I ſhall attempt to prove in my next chapter. But if 
there are ſuch riſks attending the bringing children fa 
the country to town, though theſe children ſnould be born 
robuſt, they will, notwithſtanding, be reduced to a worſe 


Nate, as to the probability of being reared, than even the 


des town children, thoſe who are born of qui pa- 
7 materi, to examine W * penn 0 as gear. as 

we:can-come at it: for not to make any computation, be- 
- cauſe the nature of the thing will not allow of its being 
exact, would not be a proof of my gering to find out the 
truth: it appears to me that, 8 may come very near the 
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mark, and judge with more perſpicuity, than of moſt other 
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The number of e . to err Lohdeb; 5 
_ with the calulation of mortality i in the FoundiiNG 


(4484 4 


 HoseiTar, compared with the general BILL 0 
mortality, and alſo with the GENERAL Mog 
TALITY of London and Weſtminſter work» 
houſes; with a calculation and eſtimate of the 
vaſt ſaving which may be made by means of 


| the Hoſpital. : Y a bo d 


W. E come now to the 1 d enquiry of Fall, 
and which dependson numbers, and not on aßinion. 


Niere we are to examine with ſo much the cigſer attention; 


and though as a merchant, 1 ſhall ſubſcribe, errors exceßted; 


yet! hope I ſhall not make any, or none that are material. 


I mean ſo far as can be clearly aſcer rained ; ; and as to thoſe 


which are Jubpeſe tions, I ſhall, endevor_ to render them 3 
highly probable. 8 | 


E % 
g + =» 


oor 


1 SHALL confider the calculation 3 in different Points of 


view. We commonly call every part of the kingdom, 10 
| included i in the bills of mortality, the country, as we uſe: 


the word London, when we mean the. Silla & mortality. 


| Now it 18 gener ally ſuppoſed, i in this view, that the country” 


ſupplies Lenden with 5000 ſouls annually, / This is more 


than probable, as well from the increaſe of London, as "TOR 
the 1 of People! in going  abrgad, and worn out in labor, 


and 


1 
and debauchery. Our great happineſs is, that, notwith- 
ſtanding this drain for London, yet neither agriculture nor 
manufactures appear to have ſuffered by it : but perhaps 
juſt, the contrary; at leaſt ve work up all the materials 
not /nuggled: away, and ſell or conſume them chiefly 
through the channel of Landon: and ours is the moſt plen- 
1 iful, and generally the cheape/#, country for corn. Will it 
not then be dangerous, to put the country people out of 
their way, on a pref um ption of doing them a aver? * 
Ir was very evident, from the report © of thoſe who 
brouglit the children to the hoſpital, that of the firſt 400 
of the great taking in, in June 1756, 3 50 belonged 
4 to the pariſhes in London. But the people of the country 
ſoon found their way to'fown. By the billets brought wich 
the moſt part of the children, which often declare the pariſh 
whence they come, alſo by their dreſs and o ther circum- 
ſtances, a judgment might be formed, if children were of 
the toton or country; I and it was judged that from 12, the, 
account ſwelled to near 48 in 100. Pi | 
Tus proportion has been gene rally eſtimated as ane 
country infant to three Londoners, but that ſeemed, for a 
long time, to be too ſmall. According to the beſt of 
my obſervation, the advcrtifcitent referfed to, operated 
for a time, ſo that not above eur country for. Jeven 
tun children appeared. This being the” Lach, com-: . 
putation of coun⁰u Children, ＋ kippoſe, that in 4200 
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(the Whole aümbetr received, J & 600 are of, ſuch, a and, 


the acccount Will Rand” this, VIZ, 
09 165 25 ot 20 * 3711 99 Al 
* of 4206, reckoned to to c country chilleen — #1 528 
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ter of the aumber brought to the hoſpital, dic before 
they ate two years of age — 4 
1 of the country children, at the 2 . TY 


are ſuppoſed to die in the conntry '— | — 573 


Difference, by their being brought to town, its _ e 282 
of one years taking in, calculated to the end of two years: 


and theſe 282 are a draw back on the account of /aving on | 
the town children. So far as the calculation of mortality 
in the country is tefs than *ths, or the number brought 
greater than rr, the loſs on country children increaſes. I 


; make no augmentation of loſs, for the numbers ſuppoſed 


to have periſhed in their journey uß to London. | 
To form any conſiſtent notion of this part of my ſubject, 
we ſhonld examine not only the common rates of death 
within the bills of mortality, but alſo the work-houſes accounts 
of mortality; the firſt is eaſily done: but as to the latter, 
it is difficult to be come at with any exactneſs, and the 
reaſon is very plain, ſome officers not 1 _— to T” « 41 
« our children are dead. 
How far the beſpital has affected the common | bill of 
mortality may be in /ome degree di ifcovered, by a cloſe exa- 


_ mination of /a#fs, and the natural concluſions which may be 


drawn from them. 
To give the beſt evidence the nature of the 


thing admits, how the common - bills of mortality are 


affected by the foundling hoſpital, and the probability 


drawn from thence. of a great ſaving, I make the fol- 


lowing calculation, 


On 


LA 
Or 18227 ale alen in, ta the 24th of June, 
1759, were dead 188 6889 


8 Deduct butied W] THIN the bills of portality, being 
previous to the parliament ce taken - in, in 
Ee ie, = 


BEL gal 5 3.4889 15 
Buried out of the bills of mortality — 6165 


Deduct for ;4ths, of theſe infants, Pla fs to be.- : 
- born, — and buried, ov * of the bills of - 


mortality gp; * 0 | 2242 
Deaths | to be — oh E * morality | 3923 


N. B. T, h * 1s aue 1 ; 


Tuts deaths being divided on the oc account 
; for three years, will ſtand thus; 


| In what | | * Of Londen N Of coun- 
Years. - tle... Dead. | children. | try children. 


1756 7 months 263 487 5 278 
4 1757 | 12 months | i647 | 1048 | 599 
1758 | 12 months 2387 | 1319 866 
1759 6 months | 1366 | 869 497 


a . | r#) 4 6165 23923 2242 
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'To form an idea of the bills of mortality for ſome years | 
paſt, we may 1 review the following; 5 


2 0 Une | Burials un- | ate he | Tow! of - 
Pen 2 $4 &; | | der'2 years! children in the 


—_— 0 


1750 14548 — 
e, _ 
1752 15308 8239 _— 
1753 | 15444 | 7892 rn 

"754 | 14947 | Brigh, [i 
2755S 1 15209 | 7803 „ ENA Hr 
1756 | 14713 | 8493 487 f 8980 
1757 | 14053 1 709 10 48 3143 

1756 | 14209 | 597 1519 [17490 


Tus we ſee, 


The chriſtenings in 1757 were — 14583 
= in 1758 — — wr 14209 
in 1757 wee — — 3143 
in 1758 — . 2: 1099 


The burials 


— k — 


The ener of burials in theſe two years — 653 

No certain concluſions can be drawn from hence; but 
the /cale turns on the right fide, and there is the ſtrongeſt 
preſumption of a large gain on the face of the bills of mor- 


Zality by the decreaſe, eſpecially being in time bod war, and 


infants left more in diſtreſs than in peace. MF 


Bur to be maſter of the ſubject, We "WT have. the 
pariſh regiſters. before us, if they are exactly kept, and com- 


Pare them with the hoſpital regiſter ; ;, for this keems to be 


the only true iſſue. on which, to reſt the merit of the hoſ- 
Pital. | 


. 
pital. A retroſdeftion has been made in the pariſhes, ſuffi- 
cient to eſtabliſh a concluſion, and in this every one who 
has taken any pains to- examine, agrees i in opinion, however 
different their notions may be, in other reſpects. 
In examining theſe bills. of murtality, mn 4 
I find that in 9 ; [FO 2 
1729 the 2 iRenings were — — 17060 
the burials under two years of age — 10735 
which is near 63 per cent. dead. | CO I PEN 
In 17 58 The chriſtenings were 1 14209 
- Burials under two years of age, (including 
what is ſupyoſed to * to the . ac- 
| unt 9 — „ — 99. 
which is only 53 Per cent. . 
Of the general bills of mortality, from 1728 to 1758 
The chriſtenings were — — — 468081 
The burials under two years of age — 274930 
which is 58 Per cent (A). 
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44A). In Pa 8 bill of coat] for 31 years ik I find 

the number of children ſaid to be overlaid, roſe from 71 to 133. 
From this number it went declining to 21 and 22; and laſt 

year (1758) it was but 26. I ſuppoſe one year is near as 
perfect as another, and that this is not mere accident, but muſt 
be imputed to the care and ſobriety, or the negligence and drunk- 
tnef, of the nurſe. So that the declenſi on of gin is the riſe of 
the human ſpecies in this iſland. It is reaſonable to preſume, 
that many more than were ſaid to be overlaid, were Mified by 
their nurſes. This ſource of mortality is, I fear, coniider- 


me; ang of dtünkenneſs. Voung infants | ſleep in 
I 2 | cots, 


[ 76 


Dx. Bravkonridg s account of es London and 
Breſlau is 45 per cent, for two years; but this ſeems to 
be no rule for London alone, nor for the hoſpital,, which 
receives the dregs' of the people. Let us ſcrupulouſſy exa- 
mine, from real fact, the heſpital account of mortality of the 
children carried thither, taking into conſideration the 
numbers born of the moſt di iJeaſed parents on both ſides; A 
alſo their tender ages; and many ſent dying, merely to ſave 
the ex fence of burying : : .ſome weeks have produced near . 
dozen Who have died 1 in few hours after being delivered ; 
ſo that the greater allowance muſt be made for the mor- 
| tality of the hoſpital. | 


2. 


| Tur computed ages of the children 8 to ay 
hoſpital may be ſeen by an account of, 2271, from Des. 


1758 0 June 1759. computed. 1 Inc D Wine S143 © 1 
Ot Ly 2, 3m, and 4 days old — 5233 


16 to 18 days n 


* 3 — 


9 to 16 weeks — — 172 
5 to 11 montks—— — 156 


741 
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cots in — 8 NE] not in the dame bed as the nurſe, by which 
many” evils are prevented. I have heard it ſaid, I hope it is 
not true, that in /o-e pariſh workhoufes in London, in times. 
paſt, they vſed to put eight infants in a bed together, and that 
they wallowed in their own fileh,* 0 0 5 the few days of nies 
which a4 ves. LY YE 


WI 


£991] 


We alſo: e the great mortality is in be Jig 
mant he of life; viz, of 6601 dead, 
5318 died under 6 months old, which. is 80x 83 | 
783, under 12 months old, 12 per cent. OF 
oo, under 24 months old, 77 per cent. 
660 0 


Some of theſe children are not in a condition to 155 ſent 


into the country: of 251 ſent, in 18 months, into one of 
the hoſpital infirmaries, only 39 came out alive, and of them 


20 died very ſoon after, No one can form an idea what 
: wretched objects ſome of theſe | poor infants are, without | 
ſeeing them: near 2060 have been in ſuch a ſituation, 


though the hoſpital preferves ſo . a park," in Pere er of 
thoſe which uſed to die. 


As the courſe of mortality, in general, is very ill under- 
ſtood by ſome,” and that of the hoſpital miſrepreſented by 
others; when one hears people talk of the vaſt 'expence of 
the children | placed cut apprentices, without conſiderin g 
that all who are arrived to a proper age, are placed out; it 
ſeems neceſſary to ſet this matter in as true a light as the 
nature of it admits; and the account of. mortality will 


ſand -thib% —— g 
Tux oth of Dec. 17 58, the whole number of 
infants taken in was — —U — 1104 
To the, viſt Arn e 1759, more — — 3266 
Det Fo ee 7». ads NN 
| Dee 2 ws ed i in 155 86 W — 543K: 


D® —— "to Pe. 1 — — 766 
| » — 


to 31ſt of 0.1757 — va 6% 1 
Dy 2905 


1 
Remain for a fair calculation of the ſubſequent 
two years — E 11405 
Deaths from Nov. 17 57 to Dec. 17 57, incluſive, 240 
Dittos in all the year 1758 — — 2387 
Dittos from 3d of Jan. to 1ſt of Nov. 17 8 


as fer reforts — — — 269. 0 
Dittos ſuppoſed; of which reports not come 
to hand —U— %% 
| : * $446 
Remaining © on this account — og 5959 


Which makes 52 Per cent. alive, or 48 per cent. dead. _ 
Sou few of theſe children were turned of es 
of age; at which time the mortality is inconſiderable; but 
as the number of ſuch is ſmall, we may only add 1 Per cent. 
and make 49 ßer cent. dead, which brings it to 9, ſhort of 
the common bills of mortality, on a real medium of arch. 
one years. 

Now we come to a compuriſn which will make every 
heart ſhudder. If theſe common bills of mortality were upon 
a level with the workhouſe mortality, which laſt the hoſpital 
is intended to ſupply the place of, then few or no infants 
would be alive in theſe cities, and the whole race of 
inhabitants born here, would, upon the ſame principle, 

greaſe; and we ſhould give up the glory of the land to 
others, who might know better what to do with it. There- 
fore, either the workhouſes muſt be totally reformed, if any 
mortal man can ſuggeſt the means of doing it ez, | 
or ſomething muſt be conſtituted in their Place. 
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We muſt not however amuſe ourſelves, as if every one 


of the 52 living children, upon the above calculation, had 
paſſed throu gh the trial of the whole firſt two years of life, 
for that is not the caſe of many of them; but the com- 


| pariſon is made equal, and as fuch calculations are made, 
on the face of the common bills of mortality; and I ſhall 


allow ſufficiently for the third year of life in my calculation 
of national expence and gain, 
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At the end of the year (being 49 * 
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4th year, 8 per cent. on 1014, remain 
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CALcuLATION TABLE, and EsTIMATE OF Mok TALI TY, and 
NATIONAL EXPENCE AND GAIN, on 2600 Infants ſußpvſed 
received by the Hoſpital from the Pariſhes within the Bills of 
Mortality, for twenty years; the mortality being agreeable o the 
real mortality of the Hoſpital, and the real EXPENCE, as nearly as 


can be computed. 


living | E | Coſt each | Amount 
from £ per aun. of Ex- 
year to g 3 , 9 
ä 61. 105 2 
| 1 . 
Received che iſt year 2600] 6] 3 5 8459 © 


At the end of 6 months 8 bound 
alive but 


cent. mortality) remain — 


| al year, 7 per cent. on 2600, remain 
1144; but J calculate the charge 
on a medium of 
3d year, 5 per cent. on d® [ Vote. The 
eſtimate of the above mortality of 
49 and 7, (i. e. 56 per cent. for the 
two firſt years) is made on a continu- 
ance of circulation, which includes 
ſome very young children, and con- 
ſequently adds to the mortality of 
the groſs number, and therefore I 
call it 5 per cent. more.] remain — 


5th year, 6 per cent. on 933, 
th year, 5 per cent. on 878, 


10 fer cont. on Ogg, = 


1700 


1326 


1050 


Alive, being 29 per cent. — 5 
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6 10 © 
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1827 10 
2873 © 
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13,150 10 


6825 0 


broo © 
6064 10 
5707 © 
5427 10 
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| 63,226 10 
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Ox examining the real mortality in the hoſpital, I find 
139 dead in 530, from the 4th to the roth year, which 


on 1014 is 265, and the above calculation makes it 262, 


the difference between 1014 and. 752. I am inclined to 
believe, that, if the children were continued with their 
nurſes, ill Prenticed out, their mortality would be leſs 


than if brought to an hoſpital : and, if the country com- 
mittees exert chemſelves, the mortality in infancy may poſ- 
ſibly be diminiſhed. After being 10 years of age I ſuppoſe 
the public expence ceaſes; for tho ſome children may con- 


tinue in the hoſpital till they are 11 or 12, many will 


go out younger than 10.—1 am ſenſible this is not the exact 


calculation; but it ſeems to be as near the truth as the nature 
of the caſe will allow; for if we were to trace out a cer- 
tain number of children, and follow them for two years, 
unleſs there could be an exa& medium computed of the 
care taken of them, and the air they breathed, and the ages 

at which they were brought into the hoſpital, it could not q 


be more ſatisfactory than this account. | 


HAVING brought them to their acveath year, from 


tlie n i twenty years of age, according to Pr. 


Brackenridge, only 32 fer 100 die: let us call it 5 fer 
cent. then the 2600 are reduced to 715. 


LE x us ſuppoſe the labor of 7 15 from 10 to 20 . 


years old to be worth only 4 J. a year, it produces 28,609 


The ordinary computation from 20 to 50 years 
of age is but 6 per cent. mortality; but I will 


ſuppoſe hard wagking people to be of leſs con- 
L '-- -tinuance 
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HENCE, we learn, that the being 6 of a nation d 
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on political prudence in preſerving the Poor; and this allo 
ſhews us hence thoſe immenſe ſums flow which are neceſ · 
ſary to ſupport us in war; Rice without ĩuduſtry we could 

not even tun | 1 debt to cach other, for there, cguld not be a 
circulation of Property. And hence we learn what re- 
ſources we have in filuſtry; and virtue; to pay off again; fuck: 

a part of the debt as is neceſſary, not to truſt each other 
beyond the bonds of eee 
to this is alſo che gentralſuppott of the natioi; for we 
may fay, f 5 1g fouhdliugs antally, in ihe eonrie of 2 5 
years, from the age of ro, gain 126,48 J. 10% What will 

| four millions” and a half of *dorking - poor a gain armally? 
The anſwer is 41,7828 399!" And; faking into the accdE 

"the young and al of bott ſexes, I prefume there" ate” ie 

leaſt ſo man at Work, iit foine fttüpe or ecken. The o. or 
dinary computation 18 42 miflicus annual &pence, or 

. millions of people at 6 J. each; butt think moſt dalddld — 

: Harter, and go go beyond” 45% tilt: F ſüppoſe d Hifllibns oo 

thouſand at 5 L. 10 f. 18g 5,7 50, 00 Il, and, I. imagine! the 
difference between this ſum and 31,782,839 J. to atiſe fram 

| gain on JG commerce; from circulation of the ſame 
p "property, during g the 3 bouffe f f ihe” year! and flom the 
ner dr. „Aten net n0 cer in the Ide f bs oring 
bY and, more &, "ny chndren inde 18 Fears of 
LR FEED 16 en D939Dln03 Atvay bog yang, 
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2 bill 47 mortality, in general deftruftive tothe . 
infa ant Poor, and renders. it morally impoſſible for 


te to preſerve ſuch infants, ſo effeftually as ly 
meaus of the gn * the foundling Pe. 


H AVIN G attempted 10 prove what f is not adv iſeable 
| it be done, in regard. to extending the operations of 


Yrs 


Then meth bod of ' proceeding « of 'parachial 6 officers, within : | 


5 


contrafiug it to 1 proper object, che next point is how 


to carry oor deſign i into execution. It would take up many 
volumes to give an ample detail of the Juferings 7 1% K. 
fant Hoof, for many years paſt, ' occalioned, as tis generally” 


ſuppoled, by the miſconduct of parochial ay & müll, 


however, do n to thoſe in office, when the hoſpital was 


| opened, by obſerving „that they flocked i in with their chil- 
dren; whence'it is fiat they wiſhed to preſerve th them, if it 


could be done conveniently,” 


1 


5 veriEve it will appear, upon examination, that "TR 


Ti 1756, many pariſhes, within the bills of mortality, : 


have ſent all their childien"t to the foundling biſpital ; | 
ſome with, and fome without” ſecrecy. But che greater part : 


#8 % 6 


have Peel without any application to the officers, except 


in cafes gcc infants Have” been Sor? in Workhouſes. 


3] TGV. [1] 


It is not neceſſary to exdillihe intö the reafdus of this con.” 


duet; it ſave ec tbe expenie of nurfing,” aud promi ied” al 


. A* 314 ren. £2 1 QOLISM Rum] 
to preſe rve "a ves of the infants, * ich they have 
8 : 


io : 


2 1 
fo. long ſince found ſo difficult a taſk to perform, that 


they at length fat down cotitegtedi;i the very attempr to 
preſerve them ſegming to be a farce. Itis therefare very ob- 


NN. N 


vious, that the ſame kind of perſons will be gla to be ex- 
cuſed the trouble of making 'the attempt hereafter; no or is 
there any proſpect of ſacceeding if they do. So far a$ \ap- 
pears, the deſign of the legiſlature is to form a new Poors- 
lau, mort\praticable and cagſhent than the preſent, and 
recommend it to be executed by men of : Fortune and fog 
tion ; but, as even in the country, | it is probable, ſome of 
poor muſt remain in their own villager, where one filling, 
will do them more ſerrice than three in another Place, 


MOT 3» 


Londen will till be a di flint object, and the foundling | 


: hoſpital, ſtand on its prefer baſis ; It, and if we Wait for g 


any deciſion of that kind, many thouſand, infants will, 
in the 1 mean while, periſh 1 * Lenden. 1 Ti eee 
Erax rs, under; Cd depend on men; the Ainencs bes. 


tween. the gouernors of the bypital, and the. aficers of th 


Pariſh, is very diſtinguiciable 3, the former haxe enen ſought, 
with the molt religious care to preſerve lives, thevatter to 
ſaxe money. The governors have a 10 , building, in 

fine air : the officers have, for the : moſt par! rh, "6 mean 
ſmall, and confined places, f for thei four. 75 „The £avern ors: 
have credit and, reputation over. the kingdom, to MERE) 


eftors of t ir n rleries; bu few of the officers c 
inſpect: thei 11 3 1115 qe Yar on 05 can de 


ſuppoſed to have the fame aſl lange. I. do „gt mean An 
enter inte Jo minute det Wi. — 9307 v 18927 1 
houſes z bnd in Nfeler fer Piz e ed b 
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bs - houſe, hich. co 1 ee . 


brought together; and e old,.Gekly, 


j or in 4 filthy _ how eould it be conceived that the 
5 Per Infant could o is mouth, Withoht "ſacking in 


mort ity? How man of theſe poor babes had gin and 


Neepi potions given them by their nurfer, I know not! 
Deyoted, as they were, to death, it ſcemed to be a charity to 


deliver them, as ſpeedily, as, poſſible, —1, am informed of 
 angtber.inſtance of a warkhaufe, whole officers acknowleged | 


they had never ſaved. one. infant. from the gane. And ſo 
quick the mortality has been, that of 174, in another 
work - bone, only 11 are ſaid to arrive to n of ͤ 
mam b. Another Which, I, have. heard of, computed. to 


receiye a0 children in 28 years, not a. ſingle ſoul ſurvived; 
andi I heard it declared in pub lis court, of another work- 


houſe, in which, in fourteen years, not a ſingle infant was 


Teared, ang owing tc bad air, and a confined place. 


Wirhont the. leaſt exaggeration, there haye been nurſes, 
in times p „ ho — Killing nurſes, as well 
they might, if ne child ver came out of their bands alive. 
Hex it ſeems to be a. kind of juſtice to obſerve, that 


if the pariſh officer was inclined to do his duty, the cuſtom 
or conftixution of moſt pariſhes, fruſtrates the end pro- 


poſed; 2 and yet we e are 91. to canclude, (that : all pariſhes are 
in the ame ſiraqtion, Ho the chr. fenings and burials 
DRE” DOSY ſtand 


* 
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Nd general, with reſpeſt ta ęach giiſſen an q medum 
Ache years 125 60 17 waa Wee 
5 > qa 
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t am informed of Hhty pariſhes 4vithin the walks; wels 

poor” de nöt Teach to ill nufber of Be of "tHe Taigefk 
pariſhes r NH. And it is in the” aur pat 
FRY where Aid is ſo miichiwitited, © moon bad vorly 
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WT. 
e while it may be obſerved, that there are 
exceptions, and that fome few pariſbes of the ten within the 


city and liberties of Weſtminſter, are by particular powers 


obtained of parliament, put under the care of bord and 
gentlemen, whoſe ſentiments of humanity and public love, 
lead them to ſc uccor the wretched, and preſerve the Poor. 


1 _—_—— 


| This i is the true kind #1 foundling hoſpital; but where ſhall 
ve find aſufficient number of ſuch officers ? Se ie not 


great danger of leaving things to that iſſue? If the reaſon 

of our paſt misfortunes are obvious, and the remedy no leſs : 
ſo; and if life depends on wholeſome air and aliment, the 
children of the poor in London, muft not be carried into 
narrow and confined places, where the houſes are, fmall or in 
ruins, crowded with grown perſons, old, or fickly, nor mix- 
ed with ſuch as have diſeaſes, infectious to inſants. Though 
the poor are badly accommodated in their own habitations, 
yet they do not aſſemble in great numbers.  Whyt- 
ever may have happened in paſt times, we may hope, that, 


ſo far as the officer is enabled to act wich advantage to the 
De he will be zealous i in diſcharging his fe. 


ine 88 merits, either. of thoſe wha * ſettlements i io a 
Sari/b, or are thrown upon it by caſualty, as the over/eers 
and maſter of the workhouſe of ſuch. pariſh : and as no 


_ perſon. is more worthy of reſpect than a vigilant and hu- 


mane pariſh officer, it may be hoped ſuch will never be 
wanting to execute a duty, which regards the infant poor 
in Londen, when they are put on ſuch a footing. as ſhall 
not —_ any thing. to the pariſh. | | 
CHAP. 
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Prore vos Al. 10 receive ub infants or children, bat Juch 

”” are born within the bills of mortality, or infants 
found deſerted within the bills of mortality, with 

1 condition that a certificate of their baptiſm | be A ned 
271 the miniſter or curate of . the pariſh, atteſted by: one of | 
the overſeers, . and the maſter of the pariſh workbauſe, | 
. the, ſame to be brought with the child to the boſpi- 
tal. Alſo. propoſal for nouriſbing - the children 
| dvin their -infant ſtate, and if reclaimed, to. re- 
turn ibem to their n we en 
Food eve r FEI aun b 


1 18 common for men on both ſides a queſtion, to talk 
of ruin and de Heucbiun, if their 2w# ginion is not fol- 
lowed: I cannot fy I think "myſelf infallible ; T believe 
many others are wiſer than myſelf : but when 'a man Has 
well examined a fabject, and compared it with facts, to be 
"unſteady in it, is to be prfillmmimous.” The buffneſs in ge- 
neral requires a great compaſs öf thought and extenftbe 
knowlege; but experience naturally leads us to form Gur 
judgment: and neceſſity diftates to us, that if ch» pMn 
does not anfwer, e muſt attempt another; nor ould we 
 defaft till we have carried our point. Let us proceed with vigor, 
at the ſame time that we how a ſtrict regard to the duties of 


+ And if e ſhould be Mut 3 to 


I 90 i] 
make any further alterations, as this has happened rery 
often in regard to other laws, of leſs moment, there is no 
reaſon to be alarmed, if it ſhould happen in this. 
it, WHEN any alteration is reſolved on,. I apprehend 
ſome weeks notice ſhould be given, that people may not 
come to the hoſpital with chilaren, on any falſe breſump- 
tion. 7 RT 
2d. Ir the farliament mould not permit of the eſtabliſh- 
ing receiving hoſpitals in "the country, nor chuſe that we 


ſhould continue to receive children from the country ; then 
we muſt either receive by a particular certificate in London 
(i. e. within the bills of mortality), or the heoßle in the 
country muſt be laid under injunctions, not to ſend infants 
to London. Now it will be very difficult to make any law 
which ſhall include all ſorts of people who are the parents 
of illegitimate children: and to make 4 partial law, which 
may regard the four only, will not be fo proper in this free 

country. Belides, if we artempt to lay the putative father 
f only under injun@ions, we till leave the door open for the 
parents of legitimate children : ; we may be alſo obliged to 
change the law of ſettlements, i. 8 to confine the mother to 
attend the child, at the place where fuch child i is bern, or 
oblige the father to enter into a recognizance, not to ſuffer 
"the OE to be ſent, during the twelve months, from the m- 
Her ſettlement.” But then it muſt be conſidered, that as 
Tuck ſettlement may happen t to be at a great diſtance frem 

his He me, it Will be difficult, ik not 6 le for him to 
| comp. I believe it is ſomeétitnes practiſed to remove the 
mutheft and leave che hilt; but it is a cuſtom Which will be 
more honored in the breach, than in the'ob/ervance of 'it; 
| | a for 


1 
for it is evidently deftruive of the end propoſed, namely, 
the preſervation of the chili; therefore I * no lau will 
be made, requiring ſo bad a pradlice. 


3d. Ir ſuch injunctions, upon the putative father, 
ſhould be impratticable, or not eligible, or be deemed ineffec- 
tual, then we are reduced to this alternative; either to con- | 
fine the money, which may be granted to the Togadling hoſ- 
pital. to the receiving of infants belonging to the bills of 
mortality only, or ſhut up the doors 45 the hoſpital. 


th. As to the ſhutting up the doors of the hoſpital, it 
would probably be as a | ſentence for execution of two or 
three thouſand infants ammally, unleſs fomerbing were 
_ eſtabliſhed in place, of the hoſpital. Therefore it 
teems, as if we were again reduced to one " mple expedient, 


* {4s 


vz, to give 1 the fariſh effcers within the bills of mortality, | 
full liberty to ſend to the hoſpital, all ſuch kind of infant 
poor, as formerly were openly c delivered to thejr care; 3 1. e. 
all whom they judge, i in their reſpective pariſhes, to be in 
need: and alſo all ſuch infants as may be found deferted 
within the faid bills of mortality, lo that none be left in 
diſtreſs, theſe officers having full ara, that ſuch infants 
ſhall be received. 

| 400 


N. B. As to. the rebel FA receivin 8 i, 7 a few 


131) di 


days old only, on 4 1 upp M tio, that, by. | nit Xa days, 


People might nat be able to bring children, from. the. country : 
and that this methed would confine, the olject to London: it 


TIS 


mig ht be well, if if the  diftin@ion of 4% Us age cpu be 
ach, made: 4 ir there, was, na danger, of , an abuſe, by 
ans up. children fre the country, neeling ram the 
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worth ; but whilſt there is an inſuperable diſfculty in na. 
ing this diſtinction, and no leſs great danger of ſuch abuſe, 
we may preſume this methed will not be thought eligible, 
Ix order to render the deſign effectual to the great end 
of promoting the happinefr of theſe children, in life, as well 


a8 ſaving them from an early death, I ſubmit it to conſidera- 


tion, whether, with A change of the manner of receiving in- | 
fants, the name alſo ſhould not be changed Therefore 1 


1 p 


Artern l. That the hoſpital be called the ORPHANS | 
HOSPITAL, and that 72 chilaren received into it be deno- 


Gn vine (A). 
will £7 4 121 1141.3 STO? An rel - 
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my 10 reaſon is this. Though u the word e abe. | 


not convey the whole idea of the ſituation of the child, yet 


it includes every thing that ĩs conſiſtent with the utility of the © 
deſign. The children being called or hans inſtead of FAR 
lings, they will ſuppoſe their parents are really deceaſed; If 


8 the parents reclaim the child, there is no harm done; and if 


they do not reclaim it, they are dead, to the child. In the 
mean While" this obviates a principal objection, which is 
juſtly grounded, and of ſome weight with me, in * 
gard to the ĩmpreſſion which the Poor child will receive of 
himſelf,"af a foundling, and which efhers will receive of him, 
(being under the" denomination ofa" foundling) concerning 
his beltig-{epitimate or \ilegitimate;' or having —— ail 


by his parents. This propoſal alſo tend t ſoften the rigor 
of the child's fortune, and naturally ariſes from the general 
principle here recommended; for it will ſilence the ſuggeſ- 


tions of *thoſe\whoſe piety may ſometimes out run their 


judgment; but {till as it ay be wiſe to accommodate our 
| ſelves | 


1 574 


Ax r ICLE, II. The overſeers and nba of the workhouſe," 
of every pariſh within the bills of mortality, reſpeftively,; 
Hall have liberty ts ſend all the infants who' are brought 1 
them for that purpoſe, or ſuch as are found deſerted, to the. 
h;jpital in Lambs-conduit-fields, on the conditions hereafter 


1 im + 
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ſelyes to their hanef prejudices, let us Tm - to. 
the thing in the beſt manner poſſible. | | 
This by no means will be inconſiſtent with the title men- | 
tioned in the charter, viz. An he/pital for the maintenance. 
and education of expoſed and deſerted young children; for we' © 
may, without any abſurdity, infer, that Whilſt there are 
parents exiſting, in the true /enſe of parents, they will got 
expoſe nor ur their children: and as many of the parents 
are really dead, and no ſingle word will anſwer the whole 
idea, we ſhould adopt that, which bids the faireſt to pro- 
mote, the future camfart and haþpineſs of the child, which, , 
we may eaſily foreſee, this will do. It will alſo excite, com- 
paſſion, without any mixture of thoſe ſentiments which na- 
turally ariſe in the mind, concerning the ſuppoſed profligacy 
of the parents who abandoned the child. This will be... 
moſt agreeable to the genius and turn of our een, ; 
Peoßle; of which we have an inſtance already, in regard. to ,.. 
ene of the only tua hoſpitals building iu the country, vis, 
the hoſfital at Shrewſbury,, where the committee for- the, 
management of it, though they are only a detaaumant or 
colony of the faundling hoſpital in London, WILL NOH call 
their hoſpital. by any other name than the Orphans hoſpitals: i... 
The gentlemen who, compoſe the commit tee, I believeg gs 211 
influenced by very good reaſons, and particularly by their = 
obſervation, that they ſhall find, in its conſequencges it 
will excite: more ecommiſeration for the obiects f he 
hoſpital, and ous OY pen Auen 71: 
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x B) I: am well aware that thoſe who s are - faſt friends to 
the /ecrecy of the inſtitution, will ſhow a great repugnance 
to the dropping this part of the deſign. But if theſe very 
perſons are brought over to con, that had the overſeers 


or pariſh officers in London, preſerved the lives of ſuch in- 


fants, as were in paſt times 0PENLY, not ſecretly, committed 


to their care, there could not have been ſufficient grounds 
for the eſtabliſhing any foundling hoſpital, then the force 
of their objection is broken. The hoſpital appears to me 


in its true and genuine light, as one general workhouſe for 


theſe great cities, where children, ſuch as theſe referred to, 
are properly treated, and have à fair chance of being 


preſer ved alive, in place of a number of pariſh work- 


houſes, where they were not, or couli not be, accommo- 


dated, and therefore all died. If, in other views, the hoſpital 
Is productive of good, yet if ſuch good is overbalanced by 
evil, we are to . vo! neee, and * up the 
Lee 


The benen Ada n W of children will be 


ee in the ſtreets, to conceal. amours, proves nothing : 


What was che cafe from 1739 to 1756, when the pariſh 
officers had no right of ſending children to the hoſpital ? 1 5 
"The miſchiefs which happened, aroſe from not preſerving | 


he lives committed to their care, not in children being droßt; 
; and if no inſupportable miſchiefs / rh kind happened 


then, What are we to fear uo? If we are intimidated by 

any ſuch appretienſion, we may as Well ſuppoſe that all ma- 
rerlallafecnon is ceaſed, and that all laws are 'afleep ; 
tat becauſe a certain cuſtom has beef in uſe for throt peurs 


: aud a va, ve mult erer ir ut all con 40 all Mare 


des. . Hin ned 
. Arier 


SA | · 


[99] 


_ ArticLE III. Dat the Several r of the Joſpital be 
reduced to theſe four ; 3 n 
— iff. Legitimate infants of very poor people, = 
within the bills of mortality, who, by their ſickneſs, or 
having a numerous family, cannot maintain all their 
children. IE OB DION! Yai? 518% UF SIE {A} 
2d. legitimate infants, born as ate" of hide 
. whoſe poverty, or other circumflances, Ai Hp 
to take care of their infants. .' 1; 0 
3d. Real orphans, born as deg or buch "_ 
parents are run away, whether legitimate or iNegitimate. 
- 4th, Infants found deſerted, being left inthe; win 
or other n Within the bills of mortality (1). 


l Iv. The 8 + delivering infants” 1% 1. 
hoſpital Hall be through the hands of one of the overſecrs and 


5 the maſter of the workhouſe of each paris reſpeAtively 


' ARTICLE 


; 
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7 As to caſual poor, who make a uh of bende 
with infants at the breaſt; theſe deſerve attention but, 
as no compulſive nicans are intended, I do nat compte» 
hend how they can be taken into this r ted WF 


| 191DHf2 gaibnel lo Wan on . 40 

q 0 If the ſecrecy of the, i ütution cannot hills _ 
be preſerved, I ſee no method 0 H ſending. chil and 

- hoſpital, but that of delivering, them ait and, Cab 1 2 
/theſe. overſeers and maſters, of, workhapſes, do not inde 
with canchr and acmpaſſion, the parties injured may; nal 
lowed 40, make their, complaint to the, EA de 
hoſpital. And it ſhould not. be imagined . that: the , ny 


- Feers, will be euere; where they can gain nothing by it: 


"_=_ if they are rem i/s, and teg indulgent, by which the 


public 


L 96 ] 

+ + ARTICLE V. That the age of children to be received into 
. the hoſpital do not exceed twelve months : but if three of the 
,everſcers, together with the maſter of the wworkhouſe, of the 


_ pariſh to which the child belongs, recommend any child as worthy 


 thecompaſſi on.of the governors of #he hoſpital, the parents being 


notorioi fly poor, wicked, dead, or run away, the committee 


for the foundling hoſpital to be left as Judges i in ſuch caſes ; and 


if the child does not exceed the age of eighteen months (D), 


| U 8 FOE committee we” the W to have the liberty of re- 


cerving 


_— * » n " 


public is injured, an enquiry into the truth of the facts, ſet 


forth in their atteftations, will make the ſame apparent. 
And, if ſuch indulgence is ſhewn to the Boer, there can be 
no temptation to leave a child in the ſtreets. Such act 
being contrary to law as well as humanity, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be practiſed but in caſes of an extraordinary 
nature; as it not only ſubjects the party offending to a 


proſecution for murder, in caſe the child dies, but alſo 


to puniſhment for TG it is due. evidence of. A 5 


fact being produced. ln widedou 


„ N if I am not miſinformed, children, after the firſt 3. 
r Feafs of life, a are do. v reared i in Joe Prins eſpe- 


Pear, ant is aliael (0 ſeal children into the country, if f 


| they begin to drop. If the power of receiving ſuch chil- 


dren is granted to che governors and guardians | of. the 


Hoſpital, they will then be cnabled to judge of the 15 


the pariſh officers, from the proportion of mortal lity of 


grown children in the workhouſes, compared with the hol: - 
pital mortality. And there ate many' Giles, i in Which the 
committee for the hölpital, will be better qualified to Pre- 


ſerve the life of ah Wat * the. age of twelve months 
Z | than 


S 
ceiving. ſuch child, with condition that the overſeers ſhall 
enter into an obligation to take it again into their cuſtody at 
the age of four years, to be then educated and maintained, 
and in due time to be *prenticed out by the ſaid overſeers, if 
it ſhould be fo required by the ſaid committee of the heſpital. 


Ax ric VI. That the overſeers and maſters of the works 
houſes, in their reſbecti ve pariſbes within the bills of mor- 
tality, may fend ALL ſuch infant Peor to the hoſpital, as are 
found to anfoer the account given of them, by the parties 
_ who bring them ( being agreeable to the conditions herein con- 
tained J, the faid overſeers c and maſters Veel vin the or” 
ing rules : 

17. That theſe infants hall be born! in their reſpec- 
tive e pariſhes, « or bound! in them 28 deſerted. | 


* 3 th * 


— p ” =} 4 —{ 4 — 9 


than ſame of the guide officers; and this method will reſerve 
a latitude for diſtinguiſhing of proper objects. There are 
many children now excluded the hoſpital, upon the preſent 
plan, who probably periſh for want of due care; fo that 
if ſuch children were received, with proper diſtinctions, it 
would be a new fource of gain in lives. Though the rear- 
ing of infants in workhouſes ſeems to have been attended 
with inſuperable difficulties, in regard to the fuckli ing Or 
nouriſhing them at a tender age, yet being aſſiſted at this 
difficult part of life, and returned after wards to the pariſh 
officer, the life of the child may be thus preſerved, at one- 
third part of the expence to the ho/Sita!,. as the. ſuckling 
and alio keeping ſuch child till the age of ten or eleven years 
amounts to. But if it is found that the pariſh officers can- 
Not rear children of. 3 or 4 years of age, it may be con- 
cluded that they cannot rear thoſe of 18 months... 


N ad. That 


E * 
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of the poor of the pariſh, uſe n no violence, fraud, or 


: _ force, on the mother,” to take the child from her, eſpe- - 
| cially whilſt it is at her breaſt; but that free conſent be 


7 obtained, as well for illegitimate children, as for thoſe 
1 born i in wedlock. „ e 
3d. That the ſaid 8 _ atv do atteſt to 


| the beſt of their knowlege, that the infant does not 
exceed thy age of one year ; other caſes we poeticn- ED 


BY "larly provided for, as already mentioned. 214 


4th, That all children ſhall be chiilienel (2), and 5 


Lhe certificate. of baptiſm, (in a form preſcribed) ſhall 


de atteſted (3) by one of the oyerſeers of the pariſh 
: and the maſter of the workhoufe; and that the atteſta- - 


- 8 


: tion do expreſs whether the child be legitimate o or not, 


the * a8, s — Plate: af. Oe of the father, | 
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24 That the. ſaid overſeers and maſter, or any other 
_ perſon concerned, directly or indirectiy, in the expences 5 
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60 This may be gone 0 wh, ci ither in 4 bout. 2 
| church, or workhouſe. GOT 211. x 192 
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8 63) The reſult, of Proper enquiries into the ſtate : 
of the child is nothing more than has been uſually 


8 is in duch. caſes. And as no benefit can ariſe 
from giving a falſe atteſlatien, it is. not to be imagined 


that men Who are not quite abandoned will ſign any 
Ir #7 = This evidence. will verify the certificate of 


yo eee aſcertain, the child's parentage as nearly 
nn Can be. diſcoveged. The parties bringing the child 


2 ndþgpld be informed, that the meaning is, to give 
them the ſtronger right to the child, mould they be 


- dif poſed fo reclaim it, 


and 


ww, 
2 


[ 99 1. 


And! likewiſe - if the child appears to. be born of 2 woman 
_ who had the venereal or Other infectious diſeaſe (a). 


* % >» & as. 


i 5th, That two recei ipts ſhall be taken at the hoſp pital 
for all children brought thither, one to be kept by the 


overſeers, to be produced as a check, in the examination 
2 made by the hoſpital and the pariſhes, of the number of 
: children ſent by each pariſh reſpeAtively (which exami- 
i nation to be made every fix months J; z and the other 


4A * 5 . - 0 
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(4) All poſlible care is now taken by the hoſpital to 


prevent any evil happening to nurſes from children 


born of | women who have a venereal or other infefious © 


diſeaſe; and accidents happen but very ſeldom} but if 
the cireumſtances of the birth be enquired into, as here 
© propoſed, it will be a very great ſecurity, and by fan the 
beſt and ſafeſt method to. Prevent any accidents hap- 
pening, more than happens in common life; obſerving, 
; ber nurſes ofteher (injure children, than children do 
nurſes. The general drift of this propoſal demands 
the moſt ſerious attention, was there no other motive 
to it than the care of poor familizs, whole health is their 
comfort, ſupport, and riches, In addition to the moſt 
careful examinations made in the foundling hoſp pital, the 
committee of the hoſpital have lately reſolved to requeſt 
ws of all the gobettbrs oPB;pital for Heß, ol for women 
be hing in, and alfo' of wrde, g That 57 an child is 
ent "from thar reſpeRtios' hoſpitals, St. to the feilhdling 
* Feſpital, ht Herze of being dern of a wel bing a 
” _ venereal c or - other infeclihin do fardep, that they would be 
5 Pleaſed to inform the ' committze of The Fe zundling Bi, ital 
ks ed Tie may be very'taſily complleck With, by 
: plication | t thief tl ver arid medicinal Fo * 
00 tan Ha realy Hail bf covering the real fith 
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ener to be produced by the parent or party v when 
youy reclaim the child of the hoſpital.” | 

th. The name, age, and place of abode of the mo- 

ther ſhall be alſo mentioned in the ſaid atteſtation, e- 

"cept in ſuch caſes where the party refuſes to tell her 

name, and where it may not appear expedient to in- 


dig 1 5 knowing i it 0 5): but t when the woman's name is 


(5 if 1 maſter are ſatisfied that the 
Party is not in a capacity to take charge of her infant, 
i; there may be caſes in which the name will be of no 


: IJ e : but in fact gaſes it muſt be expreſſed in the atteſta- 


tion, as a particular caſe. It is not probable many 
ſuch will happen, the bulk of the people being known 
in their pariſh, In the ſame manner, if a woman will 
hot declare who 1 15 the father of, her child, or is ſu- 
Wy of not declaring the true name, it ſhould not 
be deemed a ſufficient reaſon to reject the child: ſo 
that diſcre -etionary powers mult be left with the over- 
ers and maſter of tlie workhoulez, . an theſe particular 
instances: : and i if the atteſtation is ſigned by three of the 
ee, it will be a ſufficient guard againſt any celluſroe 

ractices. The overſeers being alſo ſubject to the check 
oft the. hoſ] ſpital, can hardly be ſuppoſed to deviate from 
the truth, or do injuſtice to the public. And if the 
delete declares theſe partic ular caſes, though it may 

appear : as an inſtance of indulgence not uſually ſhewn 


2011 


Ne by pariſh officers, it may. Þrevent evil; but I do not 


3 any from this leuity. T heſe officers will be 
_ the more ſollicitous to do juſtice to the public, from the 

rſuaſion that they may otherwiſe involve their pariſh 
With the public, and be at length obliged to ſupport 
cheir own infant poor : ſo. that, upon the whole, the 
riſ of introducing abuſes by this beute method of 8 : 
 ceeding | is not great. 5 


- 


not 


THE lh. 


4 


Mc, 
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not mentioned, ſuch. atteſtation fill they be ven by 
Three of the overſeers. e 


7th. If a legitimate child i is chriſtened by hs the 
overſeers and maſter of the workhouſe, it ſhall be called 


after the faher's name; but if it is legitimate, then it 
- ſhall be called: after the mother's name; except in the 


...caſes already provided for (6), or that the mather re- 
queſts it may be Ale after ſome other name G0 But 
N * 0 


* * 2 WW 7 » * 4 ; #? 


" TD * 


— — — I * Tr” 
nnn PF e 


(6) It is che common proctice to name e ilegscinate 


ez! 


children after the mother; and women who: have a 


ſenſe of modeſty, as well as thoſe that are abandoned, 
Arr. deſire that it may be e e n 
(7) Where the woman does not tell her own true 


name, ſhe muſt be ſuppoſed to recommend the child to be 


called after ſome other. Ther efore, if a woman lies-in 


where her fame is not known, the officer need not do 
more than /ee the party, and demand the reaſon why fhe 


. #hraws her child on the public. : This will not bring ON 


any conſequences equal to the preſent plan of total 
concealment of all perſons indi iſcraninately : on the 


cContrary, the better fort. of people will rather provide 


for their own illegitimate. offspring than ſtand this in- 
ſpection. If a woman conceals her name, it ſhould 
jy 5 as if the « did not. intend to take to her child again, 
or would ayoid the diſcover) of haying, h had o one, and 

in ſuch caſe 1 ſee no uſe i in th e diſcovery. 8 e 
As to the objcction of women, coming from the coun- 
"try to town, to lie. i in, ſane few may do this; but the 
number will be, very ſmall, It We: conſider che hazard, 
the exßence, and, the inconvenience of, leaving their 
home; and, after they are brought to bed, tg diſcover 
then ſelves, in order to have their child taken to the 
s ene 
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2 no > mention made i in the certificate of baptiſm whether 
the child is illegitimate or not; that part being left 
intirely to the atteſtation of the overſeers and maſter 
of the workhouſe. AN Fe 
” "Bb. If a child is found deſerted, the Seeler and 
maſter 'of the workhouſe, in their reſſ pective pariſhes, | 
*" ſhall receive ſuch child, as is uſual in ſuch eaſes, im- 
| * mediately « on the diſcovery, and cauſe it to be forth- 
; | with nouriſhed at the breaſt of a healthy woman, if a 
| — fucking child, till ſuch time as it can be conveyed to 


the hoſpital : and, if 1 it does not appear to have been : 
already chriſtened, to  baptize the ſame. | | 


43, BAL \ 5 9 +.» 


ARTICLE vn. The Hottie: bringing: the child to the 
| overſeer and maſter of the workhouſe, ſhall be admitted, the 
g fame as F the Father or mother brought it ; Provided that 7 
upon enquiry of what is ſet forth, concoming. the child's 


— 


4 Leng bod 5 1 Sh 8 ns to | Head | 
Poverty, it ſeems highly improbable, that many. will 
ſhelter themſelves under an indulgence fo circumſtanced. 

If they are very poor, they cannot come to London; and 
if they are not very poor, they will be ſubject to be 
rejetled, or aſbumed to apply. If evils do creep in, we 
muſt ſeek for their remedy; and the plan will be ren- 
dered leſs fubject to abuſe, if the condition of the re- 
coption ſhould be, that che woman ſhall have lived a 
curtain time in the pariſni before her delivery. I fay 
this may be done, in caſe it is fouũd neceſſary; but 
ve ſhould not ſet out with any ſuch injunction: en- 
* quiries muſt be made with candor, — . to 
1 e 21637 v9 N 101g 18113 30 11008 © 


M2 "place 


L 3 1 


785 py 140 14 973 fi 3 ERA. DOIN Of 
7 plate of birth, a "age, and farentage, CC, 4 7 fad trae, as 
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ufual in # ſuch caſes E). Rd 
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AnTICLE VIII. That the father or mother, or: ather 
parties bringing 2 the child to the hoſpital, ſhall be there ac- 
quainted by a. printed faber, of the reaſons, of taking the 


CERTIFICATE and AT EESTATION already mentioned, 


| namely, that it 7 ir done with a view to their more ca ty 


£4 JH LP 2. 


+4 1718 


22572 
10 41 1808 


* 14 


tracing out their children, in caſe they Soould incline to act 
: the art of good | parents, which they may be therein exhorted 
to do; ; and if they are in a capacity to nourifh and ; rear them 
uh, that, after the age of four years, they may receive them 
at the trifling charge of 15 ve Heilingr; the ſaid Zaper 40% to 
contain' the other conditions, ar herein ſet forth (F). 174A 


Ax rIcLE IX. Phat the father or mother of the chill er 
other 1 ee I wee Kn 4 the Lehe 


A > 4 IL. 
— — ES =. — 
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(E) some N are brought by the father ſoon after 
they are born; ſome by the mother a few weels'or months 
after; but the moſt part are brought by the female friends 


of the mother, before! the is yu in a condittof te more from 


95 19 


290 7 J 
MH. 77 Sch Txt . * 137 100 fk fl) 4; 
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G) It f is bai neceſſary; to; inform common people, in 
regard to any new law, but lene the method will be ex- 


OA RAY AND? 1 


10 004 Fg 155 


Lis Deck” 


tremely eaſy; and the parties moſt intereſted will belac- N 


quainted directly. It may be alſo declared, that unleſs 
they can give ſecurity that the chilchſhalli nat be chunthen- 
ſome to any-pariſhy they cannot redeive their childreni till 


they are paſt raum rar of uge goby which adtjoalkumd of 


contract ill /be im pliad, which bpreſume aur hπ¹ꝛöaay 


ſupport, ſeeing that after four years they, may lrecrive their 
Sha 28a. 8 
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* the hoſpital for the" child, or other fatifallory evidence 
fromthe overſeers of the pariſh, that they have a title 70 
demand thè child, and giving ſatigfactory ſecurity in the ſum | 
| of forty Founds, that the child ſhall not be burthenſame 2 any 
far, in fuch cafe the child ſhall be reflored to them AT 


ANY TIME, bon their paying forty ſhillings only, otherwiſe \ 
not tl the child 3 exceed the a ge f four Sire, as here- 


\ Tot mentioned. (G). 


eee — 2 — 
— } 


Nr FCC VVV 
cron — 


nac 


4 


7 
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Nenn X. That _ benen Abb any 8 
1 month of the year, and producing the receipt of the child, 
1 and paying ene Eiling at the beſpital, ſhall be informed if 
their child is alive or dead. And a iso when application ic 
made for the reclaiming a child, the party paying one ſhilling, . 
ſpall be immediately informed if the child is alive or dead; in 
erder. to prevent. any fauler et, Nan the child is dead. 


n 


= * 


PPP ˙ oe EPR tr oY" 


© There ” hoy to be a mowing 4 for madd nth”. 
of reception, eſpecially with regard to children reclaimed 


before they are paſt the dangerous part of life ; otherwiſe T 
this ſecurity of 40 J. can be given by ſo few, it amounts . 
to a pr obibition of many parents taking again to their oun a 
children, which does not appear to be conſiſtent with 9 
the intereſt of the sTa TER. It is eaſy to conceive, that - 
many,. who cannot give ſuch ſecurity, may be well diſpoſed c 
to do their duty by their children, and to put them in a 8 
uſcful way of life, which, to all appearance, will anſwer the if 
great end intended, better than by detaining them ſo many a 
years, ſhut up between walls; and after all to ſupply the 2 
very. offices in life, to which their fortunes deftine them. al 


Fewer chidten will be miſplaced in life by an n en 85 
; upogthe groſent ee the, \boſpitaby) . u en 


SIA 
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| AzTICLE XI. That all perſons, having a right of wei- 
ing a child, as mentioned in article the ninth, as ſoon. as the 


faid child i is paſt the age of four years, the ſame may be re- 
ftored to them under the following conditions, viz. The petition. 
made for the child fo reclaimed, (without any ſecurity given 


ſhall lie one month; after which time (the child appearing 


to be alive) the arty returning to the hoſpital and confirm 
pn ing the ſame, the child ſhall be immediately ſent: for; and a 


time ſhall be appointed Vor reftoring the ſame, the ge b 
9 cb the fum 95 You Shillings (H). | 


ARTICLE 


(8) lee the wlll plan of = boſoital, it is e 
to be expected that people will recover their children 
merely on account of the accumulated expence, which by 


length of time becomes an object beyond the reach of the 


poor; whereas it ſhould be preſumed, that as the parents 
have not forfeited their right to their children, by any law 


that I ever heard of, and as ſuch forfeitures I apprehend. 


are not conſiſtent with the nature of our conſtitution, 
they may be truſted with the care of them. But we may 


cConclude, that they will not attempt to take to them again, 

unleſs they are moved by a ſenſe of duty and affettion, and 
are in a capacity of maintaining and putting them into the 
world. And we ought to ſuppoſe, that ſuch a ſenſe of 


duty and affection would return the ſtronger, if they knew 
they could recover their child at a trifling expence.— And 
if they do recover their child, at four or five years of age, 
and pay only a trifle for it, they ſtill ſave to the public the" 
charge of maintenance for ue, fix; or ſeven'years longer 
at the ſame time that they alſo delibel the public from a very. 
important charge, which moſt properly belongs to the in- 
vidual. Beſides, 10 ſuch A ge” as this," the putting 
the 
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Ax TIL E XII. That a regi thor be kept of all the children 


fent to the hoſpital by each pariſb reſpeaively, the hopital 


alſo \keeping a regiſter of the children recrived from 'each 


pariſh (t6 be done, both by the hoſpital and pariſbet, in ; form 


Freſcribed)) ; the ſame to be compared every fix months, and 


. the children why are dead, ball be accordingly MARKED AS | 
DEAD, in column Prepared, in all the regiſter . for that 


Surpoſe (1). 


FRE a 


* i —_— * _— _ —_ 3 


ae poor too much into leading firings, and beyond a certain 


meaſure, ſeems to be almoſt as abſurd as dictating to the 
rich, how they ſhall diſpoſe of their children. 

Does the temporary relief afforded the poor fapetſede 
the right the parent has in the child? At the utmoſt it 


does not ſeem to extend beyond the placing children out 


apprentices, in the manner now required by law, under the 
conduct of the parith officers ; and to once this is really 
done rontrary to the parent's Cotllent, the parent is con- 


Tahed ren times, particularly here in London + and whilſt the 


child is yet of a very tender age, the claim ſeems to be 


ſo much the ſtronger. It is fuppoſed that poverty is the 


cauſe why parents part with their children: if that poverty 


ceaſes; o that they can ſupport their children, of which 


themſelves mult be the judges, I fee not how we can, con- 


| ten with br ber ty, detain them, under a notion that they 


_ will breed them up improperly : and if we ſhould ſome- 
times fuffer by carrying our notions of liberty too far, it 


. Teens to to be a leſs evil than t to fall ſhort of the mark, as the 
A former i. 15 the moſt eaſt ly rectifed, and will not ſo A in- 
* volve or perplex future generations. 3 1 


. 


0 9 The compariſon of the regiſter booksf ths SIR by 
reſpectively, with that of the hrs, annere a means of 


preventing 


- 


1 527 
ARTICLE XIII. The DI and —_ of the- IVY 
houſe, reſpeftively, may, at all times, inform perſons inquir- 
ing, what children were alive or dead, as the cloſe of the Jor- 
Mer fix mne, they paying ſix Pence each. . 2 


o 


- IF 


TuxsE are "the moſt alert articles which occur to me, 
and I fee nothing in this plan but may be reduced to  frac- 
tice; ; one part ſeems to coincide with another, and ferves 
as a check, ſo that the execution will be eaſy. I apprehend 
much the greateſt part of the London children, brought to 
the hoſpital, are ſuch as were formerly ſent to the work- 
houſes. The dropping the ſecrecy of the hoſpital," with" a 
view to aſcertain the objects receired, will render it A more 

uſeful charity, not only as it will be much more eaſy than 


It was before, for the parents to recover the child, in caſe 


they are inclined fo to do, but allo to engage their atten- 


tion the more towards their children. In the mean while the 
opening a door for every one whom the pariſh officer will 
ſend to the hoſpital, under theſe conditions, I believe will 


| not avgment the number. of children thrown' on them, at 


- 


» : 
ti A _— * K — _—_ * we 9 Y * — * 


_ _— _ * — a * — —_— — ä 8 — n — — 


preventing abufes from creeping in, whether by falſ# cer- 
tificates or forged atreſtatiuns. In the mean white the abo- 
minable | perjuries in faſhion, in this land, call Ipudly for a 
reformation.” And 1 conceive that the truth of things, in 
the caſe before us, Will be come at much eafier without 


oaths; than'4072h"them ;' as proper enquiries will be made, 


which will be more efficacious, than leaving things to the 
precarious iſſue af oaths, which we ſee. every day proſtituted 
to purpoſes which make one ſindder for fear of the venge- 


. ance of Heaven, 
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leaſt it is improbable that ſo many will take | adyantage 
.of the. hoſpital, .under the circumſtances of ene as 
When n enquiry was made. 


Bx this propoſal, people who can keep their 3 
may be di iſcovered, and will be laid under difficulties which 
they will not ſubmit to; and this will anſwer the good. in: 


tended, and prevent a great part of the evil which we 


with to avoid. Very few but the really neceſſitated will 
chuſe to run the hazard of a diſcovery. In the mean 


while, the advantage propoſed for the public i is, that only 


the real beor and wretched will incline to apply to the pariſh 


11406 41 0 


| officer; and the. virtuous di freſed will have the ſtronger 


ee 


motives to apply, when they cannot rear their own chil- 


ry ved 


| dren, as they may hope hereafter to be enabled to recover 
them, and provide for them. Thus the hoſpital maß 
be rendered a nobler charity, and produce a greater 


good to the ate, at a ſmaller expence to the public, than 
before; and it may be carried as far, and no farther chan 


| the legilature ſhall pleaſe. to direct; ; for we ſpall eon ſee 
what is te much, or 00 brele indulgence, 


As to the expence of maintaining the hoſpital, 1 think 
5 d mut de bad Politizal arithmeticians who do not ſee 
that we muſt be gainers by the lives we preſerve. If the 5 
feundling boſpital may thus receive all the infant poor, which | 
| the pariſh officers pleaſe to ſend, under the ea/y conditions 


mentioned; and there is no a Sarothial tax levied for this 


| parpoſe, amongſt others, for naintaining 1880 poor ; # 
v . if 


;- Af 


if the foundling boſpital;! is confined to the bills & morth- 
lity, a queſtion naturally ariſes; “ Can it be deemed & 
-=W hardſhip that fuch a portion of fuch a tax as it adequate 
to the charge of ſuch INFANT POOR, ſbauld be appropri- 
> ated to the aſe of the foundling hoſpital?” This queſtion, I 
ſay, will naturally occur. But what ſhall welay when many 
of the pariſhioners reaſon thus : 0 Our INFANT POOR 


177 — 125 


| have put us to NO EXPENCE, for they have ALL DIED, | 


4 8x + 1 


But the AGED and SICKLY, and GROWN PERSONS, con- 
1 fume ALL our pariſh rates. Bf des, many of the children, 

| fuch as we muſt occaf onally fend to the heſital, are bern of. 
women who are TRAVELLERS, or VAGABONDS, as, well 
_ as of inhabitants whoſe ſettlements are indubitable : we bay 
our portion as individuals for the public uſe + the money 7 
nurſe theſe children is ſent into the country, and the Gitte 


are DETAINED there : and all the children aftually aban- 
doned by their , ceaſe to be ours.” Further, « The 


| chamber of London, upon repreſentations made of eien 


ier in one Poor pariſh, often orders e a ſum to be paid them 
another parifh. The pooreſt pari Mer abound "moſt in ach 
inhabitants as deliver their children to the PAR ISH orrt- 
ck RS; and if theſe pariſhes are not able to make an.aſſeſſment 
20 anſwer their preſent wants, how Hall We, PEA, 70 Haß r. 
Port the great object i in queſtion?” as a. 


2 22 5 A oe 
2 AID>3J.4 


TukxkE ſeems, indeed, to be a great deal: 1-6f dene 
this; ; and the queſtion is, in what manner are they ta- 


contribute? If by an annual ſum, it will not be adequate: 
do the rearing a child: if * 3» a ors I. Min, 


1 erery 


v 


— —— 7 * 


1 
\ 
- - T (rr — q 
# : S * q - * - " % * . 7 Pow n nn" ” * — as - 27x 5 " —.— 
— « — * —_—_ . = — 2 . — r « me 2 of 1 <3 a> — ä—U— — — F 
—_—_— —ü— — — X — - — I — 8 — — - yn mY — n Sarnen 2 * my — n r * _ 2 
| pony orgy —— — = * — uh RE OY wwe 3 Bs A. nt . AY — — Orr ——.— . W , 
— = % — 1 PR — — 4 . ” C oo =o 2 LEES 8 8 +" ES: T 
— — — N — — —— f —— P 
5 2 ; * \ I" e * pl 
0 . acts n 1 a "of K 4 222 * —— - — —— — 


— 


Pat 


— 
{> 


— As 


* 
- — 
as 


_ — 
4 2 
2 7 9 — 
—— * 


| 
it 
Nt 
| 
141 
1 
WH: 
i 
1 
4 
11 
{Ft 
WW 
1 U 
1 
1 
3.39 
J'3 * 4 + 
ih #+ 
1 
tt 
+ 1 
| | 
1 
11 


Þ 
'F 
i + 
. 
x5 
"4 
FN 
* 
5 


r or He EE LES 2 


A A a ee es Aa 
a 33 wt 


— eat — — — 
r. 


** 110 L 
every chit, how 1 it decomes the intereſt af the pariſh to 
keep the poor infuns, to ſee if it will live; - and if it dies, 
then the defign is. defeated, with regard to the faving it 
by weans of the founding hoſpital, and we revert to tho 
fame old pringpls of ſaving money rather than Ne. 8 


5 HERBFORE, I hope the parliament will, continue 10 - 


% 


g Fun chat favor to the hoſpital, which the nature of it 
ſeems to require, and not leave the fate of it to any dif 


pᷣutable event or precarious zſſue ; but rather appoint a per 


| culiar tax, and appropriate annually ſuch a part of it as : 


may be neceſſary. It is not e oy proper tax 


Sa Qs 3% £ 


may be thought « of. 


12 admits of lden, * fuck * as are . 


5 fary, for the ſupport. of. ſuch foundlings as are alive, will 


be provided for by parliament: and if the hoſpital is ſup- 
ported i in taking i in children, it muſt be ſupplied with the 


means of doing i it, After one year's 's operations, diveſted 
: of the covert of ſecrecy, we ſhall ſee our way, and judge 


of the fyture. As far as I can diſcover, it is as neceſſary 
to the body politic, to find money to ſave the lives of the 


infant Zoor in London, as to find groviſians to ſupport our 
natural bodies. But I would not only reduce the number, 


with a view to ſave more lives, but alſo fave expence ta 
the public, by reducing the time the children are kept. 


25 And in order to keep up that mutual intercourſe, by which Is 


we are aQtually become a great and a HAPPY people, 1 
would by all means deliver children again to or . 
Feutt, as faft as they would f receive them. 


5 . 
fs To 


{ III ] 

t conclude : Thofe whoſe i imaginations Nan to them 
terrible ideas of Paughtered infants, like killing of lambs 
ata butcher's 5 ſhop, or throwing their mangled bodies on 
dunghills, may meditate the means of preferving ſome 
part of the ſecrecy of the inflitution, if they pleaſe. 1 am 
not under ſach apprehenſio ions. It: any means could be 
| contrived, for fuch cafes as are fingularly pitiable, I would 
hot tee my heart, fo Yong a8 I could preferve the public 
welfare; but I do not conceive how partial n 
n without occaioning worſe conſequences. | 18 


Ixx a child bringing col. Was received without aſking 
queſtions, the number of ſuch, it may be preſumed, could 
not be great; and it might relieve ſome perſons from 
greater diſtreſs, than their parting with 50 J. would occa- 
ſion.— But, on the other hand, it might alſo diſtreſs many 
_ Infants; and what is more, occaſion ſome parents to make 
ale of their children, and others, to remove objects, 
which ought to be kept before their eyes; therefore, tho” 


I throw this out, in this general” way, as a thought which 
occurs, and as knowing that plans of ſecrecy are under 


conſideration of ſome zealous gentlemen, yet JI foreſee 
more miſthief n en Hour it, nt it mM carficd ith 


18 


execution. 


Wren I hear gentlemen talk of the length, of time which 
the eſtabliſhment of the hoſpital has been in agitatiop, 
namely for above ha If a century, and infer from thence 
the reverence which f is que to objects ſo circumſtanced; 

the beſt anſwer 155 can n make bs, that I I ſee ſome things, 
and 
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and read of others, actuaſiy carried into execution for ten 
| baff centuries, which are diſcovered to have been extremes 


ly defeftive, and are therefore changed. It ſeems to be 


univerſally allowed, that a change of the preſent Plan is 
neceſſary: let that change be what it will, I have diſ- 
charged my duty fo Cod and my country, in thus delivering 
my real thoughts, which have coſt me great pains to digeſt : 
even in this imperfect manner. And I ſhall be neither ſorry 
nor ſurprized it many ſboulg differ; pit, mein opinion, or if 
they ſhould conjure up difficulties, which do not really 
_ exiſt in the nature of the thing, with regard to the execu- 
tion of, fuck a plan as here Porec 
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Grnvine 85 NTIMENTS 
JJ | 
Fogliſ hr. Gentleman, 
MN PO N THE 


PRESENT. PLAN 


O F THE | 
FoUNDLING Hos?ITAL. 


I n relation to 


The Danozr of bringing CHILDREN to Lonpon, 

or eſtabliſhing more Recerivine HoseiTars in 
the Country; with the DisapvanTAGEs in point 
of Liberty, Increaſe, Poors - Laws, EY 
Education, 3 Sc. 


ALSO O N 


The great NATIONAL BENEFIT ariſing from reſerving 
the Infant Poor born in London, as a great Acquiſition of 
Riches and Strength to the Nation. 
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| and * of others, aftually carried into execution 1. ten 
| balf centuries, which are diſcovered to have been extreme · 

by defeftive, and are therefore chatiged. It ſeems to be 
univerſally allowed, that a change of the preſent plan is 5 
neceſſary : let that change be what it will, I have diſ- 


charged my duty #0 God and mn country, in thus delivering 
my real thoughts, which have coſt me great pains to digeſt 
even in this imperfect manner. And 1 ſhall be neither ſorry 


no ſurprized if many ſhoulg differ; wich me in opinion, or if 


they ſhould conjure up difficulties, which do not really 
exiſt in the nature of the thing, with regard to the execu- 
tion A ſuch a Plan As here propoſed, : 4 
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Grenvexe z NrIu ENB 
. AN 
Engliſh Country Gentleman, 
UPON THE 


PRESENT PLAN 


OF THE 
FounDLiNnG HosPITAL. 


In relation to 


The Dancers of bringing CHILDREN to Lonpox, 
or eſtabliſhing more Recerivinc HoseiTars in 
the Country; with the DisapvanTAGES in point 
of Liberty, Increaſe, Poors - Laws, Marriages, 
Education, Apprenticeſhips, Sc. 


ALSO ON 


9 The great NATIONAL BENEFIT ariſing from preſerving 
the Infant Poor born in London, as a great Acquiſition of 
Riches and Strength to the Nation. 
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GovERNoRof the HoSPIT AL. 


| Duan SIR, 


0 U call upon me FI my thoughts in re to 
our hoſſ pital: 1 intended to write to you, it 
you had not defired it; and you may be ſure I 


ſhall tell you my mind on this weighty buſineſs. 
Firſt, then, I conſider the fecurity of property, as. the 
beſt criterion to. judge of liberty; and the property in 
children as the moſt /acred of all others: if the por muſt 
be protected as carefully as the rich, and maternal affec- 
tion is one of the ſtrongeſt ties in nature, I think we 
ſhould not allow this tie to be looſened, becauſe people 
are poor ; for the looſer i it is, the greater danger there will 
be, that the depravity « of our manners will increaſe, and : 
conſequently. our laws, liberty, and religion, «lf be i hs ſo 
much the greater danger of ſubverſion. 505 

I am ſorry to tell you, I have obſerved of late, 00 all 
the children not dorn in weuhel, in my county, as far as 1 
can diſcover, be the parents ever ſo able to maintain them, 
are hurried away to your ho/pital, This I take to be, not 
RS. B only 
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only a great abuſe of the charity, but it claſhes extremely 

with many other principles which I bare ado opted. a 
2. With regard to ehildren born out of + wedlock, I think 

the mother who rakes due care, and nouri riſhes her infant, 


is leſs criminal i in the 1 ght 7 Go D, than her who abandons 


| her child to the world, tho it is born in lawful wedlock. 
And it muſt needs follow, that the woman, whoſe tender. 
. neſs leads her to nouriſh her infant, bids fairer to repent of 


her r ſin, than if her mind were vitiated, and her heart ren- 
dered callous to the impreſſions of maternal love. Next 


to a woman 8 chaſtity ought. to be eſteemed her afeftion 


for her childy en: and | have often obſerved, chat theſe 
do generally S tho not always, go together. | . 8 
T he tempting a woman to abandon her child alter the 


has gone aſtray, is confirming her in wickedneſs, not 


mending her manners, or reforming the ache, as you pro- 
poſe by the education of foundlings. „ i ood 
8 Whatever fine notions you may entertain of the future 


virtue of theſe children, one great advantage they muſt 


want, compared with thoſe whoſe parents do not deſert 


nnn 


them. 1 A very great law wyer and divine, no leſs a 2 man than | 


St. Paul, repreſents the dottrine of ebedience, the founda- 


tion of which 1: 18 filial afeftion,: as the foundation 7 religion. 
Filal pi bi. 5 leads to OBEDIENCE. to the laws of Gop, and 8 


ſupports that chain of ſabordination by which fiety i is 


© Be © Tory! 4 d Qi Aan us 
linked together. | ſti is un that, no conneftions are a /eſ5 
nn T1 | } 111 OT 9411 Hi £4 1 29191111 
evil than bad © ones; and t at wicked parents generally | 
: 7 19 2 N 78 2411 1 Cit (11: 3113 493 | 
W ed children a: t it 18 * rue that, 
make I f J Jo E169' 4 1 GA + thy general 
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rule, founded 3 in a eli ec of a; gener ral. di flutentſo, 


ſhould 
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3. 34. 314509 nn 54 us 585 469 
| hould be adeq uate to the evil, Abte 1 can by nd means 
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oe Upon a compariſon 0 ' Frundlings in - Ry: ot ir. 
fancy, with the education f the pour | in common bife, 1 will 
ſuppoſe theſe deſerted babes, whilſt they continue with the 
_ nurſe, are intirely on a level with her own children. 1 


will alſo ſuppoſe, that no artiality, or none that i is derri- 


mental to the virtue or health of the child, "rakes place, | 


which is going a great way in ſuppoſition : but granting 
all this, yet the foundling, after leaving the breaſt, is not 
in ſo good a ſituation as her own child: he is taught im- 


mediately by what means he is to get his bread ; but the 


Foundling, being at the diſpoſal of others, and taken away 
at five years of age, cannot be fixed to any particular ob- 
ject. When the time comes that the powers of i imitation 
are dawning forth, and the child is to receive the ideas by 


which his life is to be formed, he | is then removed into a 
narrow circle, between walls, and changed into ancther 
claſs of life. : Is it to be. conceived, that Were you to 7 
tiſe every art and method induſtny, which the molt , Ve 
brain can contrive, that 2 child will be ſo hardy, dive 
and laborious, as if bred from his birth under the eyeof his 
parents ? Will he be ſo homegencal and nafturalized to the 
ſoil, converſant with the, ſame objects, as his parents, 
and take ſo kindly” to the labor by which they ſupport 
themſelves 3 1 Will. the foundling be fo traftabl: as if he 


had the pattern of | his Parents always before him! ? The 


fame child, who, at ten years of age, would have g given a 
rational account of himſelf, had he been familiarized t to 
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we irmralions \of common weir li if, being ſhut up from 
all commerce, cannot be expected to-ſpeak or act with the 
ſame ptopriety; the world will be a new ſcene to him, 
and he will have every thing to learn, without the Jmiles 
of a father, the tenderneſs of a mother, or the. affection 
of Kindred, to ſupport him. The greateſt rheoriſt muſt 


allow, that the diſadvantage is on the fide of the foundling 


education,” with regard to the ſe eful Poor, tho 1 grant that 
the argument cuts both ways, in regard to bad parents. ' 
5 1455 With reſpect to the benefit or injury to me, as a man 


| of, a landed efaate, conſidering the thing i in one great view, 
| 1 reaſon thus : : « [tis is my intereſt, as well as my DUTY; 70 


1 chien my laboring oc /. but if you take them from 


« me, my eftate will be worth nothing 5 Vor T cannot Plow 
£90 my land with my own hands, nor make my own butter 
any cheeſe.” You tell me, T ſhall have my poor chil- 


470 returned to me again with increaſe. I have as 
'< much faith as moſt of + my neighbors" in the country; but 


« 7 40 chuſe” to truft to this event. When I ſte theſe 
« Lor babes talen away from the” breaſt of the mother, 


10 Hentimies Hamentiß ing her hard fate, I am afraid they 
00 i £9 through 5 hlahy changer and chances, that their 


. MORTAL LIFE Will Be ended much ſooner than in the or- 
9 'dinary "courſe 7 nature. Thnew, For insTaNCE, this 
"rt "chill TM is born of 4 a Haley bung weman; You ma a truſt 
N 25 2 ko rh belt of A iman advanced in years. Wa- 
9 Le be fonte dt MILK Vor Big nouriſbrnent ; You 


Yay give Bai Ati e TWO tEds Lp, l. e. the 
ts e! ban 22. Th Theſe dre ee which, however 
ec nice 


16 


nice they may appear, are f nature d appointments. and 
« they are advantages which, the po en 29: when ,the 
“% RICH are oftentimes deprived of them. but, what, fecus 
« rity can you: give me, that the: child ſball en Mo- 
« THER's milk at d? 
6. You are not Ange pain gc that children, a are « del 
vered into the hands of a Woman, or a man (for there are 
male as well as female children- carriers J, of whom few que- 
ſtions are aſked, if the child ſhould dic by careleſſneſs upon 
the road. If one may believe your advertiſement, ſuch evils 
have not been unfrequent, under, circumſtances oo ſhock- 


>. -3$-3\ 


ing to enumerate. | Conſidering how eaſily the thread of 


! not: 21 1 
infant life is cut, the cuſtom , of delivering ng « children | into 
21 N 1H: 122 


the hands of ſuch buekſters is but 55 0 the 
country the praflices of . London pariſh -nurſes, and propa- 


gating mortality, I know of one inſtance, —_— "many 
that I have heard, of a woman whoſe child was taken 
from her dandeſtiaely, and feat away to London in the 
Waggon: in the anguiſh of ber mind, the took the re- 


* Tart v0 * 


A 


ſolution, weak as ſhe was, and walked fifty miles, over- 


WAL 


took the. waggon, obtained a warrant, and recor ered her 


child. Many, ſuch. and much more diftreſsful caſes there 


are—l once .aſked-one of theſe good gentlewomen. buck lers, 


| how ſhe accommodated. new-born children, on, the road 
with the breaſt ?. OE! anſwered, that. ſhe "provided. them 
with very good bab, and gave me the frrangel Uſuranges 
that there was 4 great deal ,of,, fu gar in te. 1 Know you 
. governors: of the hoſpiral are not; in fault: your hearts 


. Overflow. With: hamanfty,, and Nur adver tilement, and the 


actual 


mY 


[| | ay pr proſecution or ee ers, ; "are. ircefragable 5 proof 

bl AID 11 obe BV{1LE nig. IOW £4) — 

N that you m mean to correct che abuſe but foi it is, and how 

| | to prevent it! hereafter, hilf you ghſerys e T know 

| not... 3 

" 7. 1 will ne that the child a arrives « fle at * 1 

N tal, he muſt then take his chance of another nurſe, it not 

b b of a third," when he is carried back again into the country. 

1 When he.gets. there, he i is to be received under the inſpec- 

4 tion of ſome tender-hearted neighbor, where there is 

1 ſuch, whoſe leiſure, conflancy, and Siety, lead her to dif- 

4 charge |this, charitable office ; ;, and the nurſe, is paid half 4 

4 cron, or uo Hillings, and, in ſome cheap places, twenty 

1 one pence, a week, for the food and care of the child, All 

4 your inſpectors, are not angels, nor your nurſes ſaints ; and 

4 if they eres, they could not, without a miracle, take ſuch | 

J ber care of of the infant as its own mother i is enabled to do. 

1 have alle, known. ſome of our good mothers ſend their 

4 wn children to che hoſpital, to make room for a foundling ; 

4 i} and tho I hope the numher of theſe is not great, yet it is = 
4 | prohablemany will take this method... Ho is this to ope- 1 
4 rate for the good of the communis ? But ſuppoſe the 3 
| | nurſe; has virtue, enough! to keep, her cn child, as well! 

1 as the, fangdling,; and as; your; intention is to truſt Sen: 7 
1 | with ane Faundling only at a, time, that ſhe takes but one, 4 
| i till its, weaned, Sos I;fee ſome nurſes d with ſeveral, will 4 
you gelmonthat, vader theſe fa fis ain: and fer ri F 
4 nat gr 15 jnhabirants on, my Hate, are likely to become... * 
bl the wore wehe rid, or more fealthy, .o that this rule will. 0 
1 tend. to 3 in general? | "Dy 


Ft 
8.1 acknou lege that I have many Poor and U vicked pe 0 
on my eſtate, towards whom I | have not always done my duyy, 
I believe that your Hoſpital may be a means « of re 7 licring 
ſome of the Parents, whoſe poverty, with ome mixture of 
zdleneſs, tempts them to part with their children'; but does 
it therefore follow that the children themſelves will be re- 
| Heved? TI think they will ſu fer, and their numbers be 


deeregſed. This d: ifinftion between the caſe of the 5 rents . 


and the preſervation of the child i is very neceſſary t to be 


made. 
It muſt be alſo remembered, cher "the ebene to 1 af 
ther of ſupporting ber fucking chili is very ſmall, and 


that the Cod of nature certa inly ititended that "the Thule * 5 


nouriſh her own child. We ſte how 'providehr nature is 
In this reſpect: and how can the or child, born in tHe” 


12. works 40 
country, be in a worſe condition Yay” the foundlin g, W 101% 


put to the breaſt of a Woman as Poor as as the PAP Aud 
perhaps more Dicitus, If aſſiſtance is Wanted, it öuſd 


be given to the 169741 who will be the zertör for it, and 
| not adminiſtered to the child, under à notion of diſttels? 
for thus we run 4 great maple the child, for . 


, ooo? of ng 


9. You acknowlege- the cad children 
up to London, and carrying them en | 


try to nurſe: and, in anſwer, you tell me, I may hae 4115 


Lasgita! in my wafentabe of or hundred; if ah Nats 1 
pleaſes. This, I conhfefs, removes 'fome 6bjeAiviis;/ but 
mary others remain, and forhe ra ener atiſe. If therè are 
now 4, 200 children W nnn to year Pypital, in. 
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—— them to ber u ze ditab in 
an placb and you inicredſe the number; unleſs you ſuppoſe 
* the more Aifficult things are to be cmè At, the more they 
are efcemed; which will hardfy be the caſe in'this inſtance. 
Are the parents to be acqualated, to what nurſe the care df 
their child is committed ? Lon y, Vr no meant, for if 
©; they were, the common people:wauld all bring their children, 
« that the public might bear the charge of mirſing them. I 
ſhould be glad then to be informed how we, in the coun- 
try, are to prevent this knowledge: In the vaſt 4ilds of 
Londun, mothers and nurſes, coming from all the different 
eounties, may be kept ignorant of each otller ꝝ but how are 
xe to do this in the cbt We are to ue n gue/tors 
about the children; the mothers Will. certainly appear as the 
nurſes; and as many of them will be öf the fame, or neigh⸗ 
{ boring village, they will Probably have a air ander lending. 
We can diffioguifh children only by the E tid! ntimber 
marſted, and partly by the age: they will trace out their 
children in many caſos, und if they change them, it may 
he difficult to know itz and more ſo to pᷣuniſd a woman „ 
for takidg dare of her uανι child And conſideting this 
irithe;preatiview of preſerving ly, is there not more reaſon 
enynlebill, than to payra f ranger for ite nc got noi, 1 
At gees further: pets: far wienſhall eſtahliſh. an inſtitution, , 
| the general tendency of which: ia $0. prgvent motſert from 
| ling their own-children,as.it were in.gjglatipn. of the firſt l 
ll  -Sjngpkanglay, fans (ot We Pal 09 Allez in ps les : 
ll phe ee eee ek conſe 
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Gan) nds whas is all Win 2. Whypintgaad-atqthe46 
eve the Jife which, by the by, was not in-fauh dangeriof 
being loſt in the mother's hands, as it will he in 20 fru 


gers! Upon my word; Sir, the thing appears to me/in 


Chis light, .cho' I am as fully perſuaded, that, ow-yoor:patt, 
vou intend the welfure.of your-country; and the:Sre/ervn- 
tion of your fellow-ſabjefts\: 4055 20min uh Ay Ing 
Tphere is no ſufficient. reaſon for any founding hoſpital, 
but that of preſerving life; all the reſt appears merely 
ſpeculative, and the concluſions involved and uncertain, 


if not contrary to the experience of mankind. Ifů 


lay the putative father of a child under injunctiaus and. fe- 
nalties, not to remove the child from the: places of the 
; — till it has reached its age of twelve months, what 
Will it ſignify, opleſs, you do the ſame io the aorher 7; And 
| then, you TOO law in n 0 her felti⸗- 
Ac, wo lin, CA gg of vf Lang bas babes 

nee e eee ben Gffohite Fu- 
rents; and that the moſtꝭ part are illegitimate, Lap - 
bid fairer to ive at the Mes Srekſty or ati the breuſt of 
ſome clrefob womam of her acquaintance; than: hy an; pro- 
viſion you can male fer the RH e melee th telbyou, 
theke bre fonte Heid u ue inter lad peu, who, 
When tie Ecämple is effabhfged, in fend ther ed rn, 
hate ey malt e ut h Ehrirge ko Hätt zin ther: Tie very 
AS br ice Finds, ich 50fl fyppoft, and Et Ave 
e re e Mora 'of 


seg this 
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this propoſitions, For cho, in the aggregate fum, vie may. 
be:leſs> wicked) than many other nations; yet, as We rein 
mare than moſt others, ſo in reſpect to people's parting with, 
and neglecting their children, ĩhe preſent conduct of pa- 
rents of "illegitimate" children, and that of pariſh works: 
houſes in Landon, is n ſad proof that we have nothing to 1 
boaſt of; perhaps leſs than moſt other nations. But 
we are not ſo bad In the country, as you are in toun te 
for tough our officers of pariſes may be leſs poliſhed in 
their manners than yotirs, their conduct does not operate 
in the ſame manner, or they have ſome advantages over 
yours; for whatever treatment the huriſb- woman may 
| fuffer, h er child” is kept at het breaſt,” and the: woman has: 
| the Malin 2 of the common ure air; whereas hour; infants | 
are taken fre rom their mothers, or tie of Put rid air. 3p 
10. As to your hoſ pital preventing troubleſome ſuits 
and expences, 1 rather bdieve it will create them; and ex- 
perience ſupports this opinion. The monſtrous train of 
abfardities, which Attend the execution of our laws: relating 
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70 Pariſb.ſettlemeits, I fear will not be removed by it; fewer 
Þ crlieltiel will not be rade; leſs ill ldd will not be occa- 
Ane ʒ leſs time will not be % the $527 will not be leſs da- 
1 Ariſſed;'s bor the l ation leſs bewildered" cannot con- 
1 e 0 b is feundliig. hoſpital, u __ the EGO ed 


: pfSpod, — prevent theſe edils;'' 2017 _ 
WIH any zar cer be paſto in regard to a wo- 
mats Being delivered of à baſtard-chfd, but upon a pre · 

fü bßtion that the infant may be ſent to your heſbitul, and 


dete "hd har ge ? wh e pee Hint tO v habs al 1 
doch lute 5 


late right to diſpoſe of the infant, and that: Ine biff Uke it 


from the breaſt of the mother whether /be cchανον o 


This is a liberty vo one ought to have, but under ſome 


particular legal cireumſtauce. There is ſomething do . 
cred in the affection of a oman for her own: child} at her 
breaſt; that a nation of ſarages would bluſhi at the theught 
of ſuffering it to be talen from her, ſo long as: ſhe acts the 


part of 2 mother: but to have it rern from her by the 


hands of violence, whilſt the nouriſnment depends on the 
breaſt, is abborrent to Dene, and the very thought: raiſes. 


one's indignation. TA Vir oma} 8:1 1 | 
511. With wr" to \ baftrd eld. 1 roman we | 


ſtood that they properly and legaly belonged to the Wo- 


man; but L find doctor: differ on this head. | The Let. | 


tive father being adjudged to ſupport. the child; may, I 
. humbly preſume, demand the cuſtody, of ſuch child, but not 
whilſt the infant is at the mother” s breaſt, unleſs good rea- 


fon can be aſſigned for it, Every Judge ſeems to Semin 


in this point, as his reaſon leads him, in pargicular calcs,. 
rather! than from $r-cedent. One bells me, that, the wor, 
man has a right to keep the infant, only for ane month Ang. 
other for ſeven months; andua third for ſexen Fegrst, 1 
the woman has 1 maintenance from the man,, the man 


L preſume, . has 10 Kight; A 9258 e N Sehe, 7 | 


maintenance for the child, 128... is adjudged Br ve the cer 82 


272 


tainly ſhould: have, the. Preference to. Aſs LAS 10 the: che 


riſhing her on infant. And.tho' ine auen berg | 


is in ohe-pari/h,apd ſhes brought to bed. in enether; Lap» 
prebend the Jaw will give the araber a right. of carrying 
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her Thild Wich ker! A LL u. pb dn der lerag unge a 
| her Hild, here her ſetrlament 141 The elüld is a neceſ- 
ſarh aß pendage ef theimottier; and, in the natiite of things; 
ought᷑ flotte be ſeparuteil. Nor does there ſeem tu be aur 
law ta force the ehild from the mother; though there are 
cad in which'the"right of rudy has been giren to the h 
tar , and notwithiſtanding the partiality which -- 
men have for. themſelves, in ſupport of their eg e 
over the other ſex, ſt kinſer ate but bw U 1 
12. In WEDLock the father is ſuppoſed to 10 abfotuth 
brug and yen will find that ycur hoſpital has often tempt - 
edihim-to-exerciſe his\aqthority with-a moſt llgſparic fuay, 
ani manner. not»confatutional, in point of. liberty. 
Where laws are flent, or the caſes:adjudged: are very; few. 
ve Hüiſt rather refer to cihſtomi than to:lew,-:to paſs trus 
and imfurtial ſanrenco. T authority en. to the father 
18, Lſuppeſe/ on 2 preſumption of ex ary circum- 
. e eee teen bpb ee Fraud and 
nes, ünder the fanctien of that protection which: 4 
huſband is always ſuppoſed- to give his wife, as it is abo- 
minable in te light of man; it may be accunſelli before Gov. 
TIE las Sf humanity arb prior to all political. inſtitutions, 
and: ho god tan be founded in crueliy, and the deſtruc- 
tion dhe ſpeciks. Wd 2 att oN off 11 02:90 ni: go iim. ins) 4 
iS wtherr A v cheſe foondlings;when gros. 
up, wemuſt chbelnflen that whether they were cut off from 
alk payentalcorexions; or-09t. Tome of, them, will zurn gut... 
as mioicu Als her children; ſomę of them will haye a genivg 
eee —_— RES N05 mere. them will. 


Sh Mürtt | | = 4 * 


N Lz! 
runs away or he. glad d fake to; avetber.way of life,,ox; their. 
maſſers will be glad te part with them. In zheſa, gaſęes, 
the. aid andœaſſiſtance of parents and kindred deren fed 
relig. to therparty aſſended ; hut thaſe fonndlingso heing 

left leſs guardedo inſteaſl of being in a betten conditions i ix. 

can hardly be expected they; will be ſo wwirtuaus and hann 

as other people; and therefere, in this vie alla; the an: 
ing liues muſt be conſidered as the only true principle on 

which to proceed in this weighty huſmeſs. 1 


I underſtand; your meaning is to Place ibem all qut a 


apprenticet; and it 13 the only ſecure way. | Some people N 


many more for the] ſake of their Hnν,an cg. Some wilde 


prefer them, as not having any relations ʒ but, in general A 

conclude that the. ſituation of the child will he leſs o mfrt - 
able to himſelf, und leſs agrecable to the:mgfer. and; KiB, 
treſ than if there were parents im the caſe. ., Se a- 
ter is often glad io; call in the authority; of :theiparent, o 
tame an nnruY child i and a had one may. be the Jeſs ed. 
in regard to his duty towards the-Ghild..;1 NIS ei bu Ns 

IIA. But whilſt you ar e-meditating ſo much g 9 theſe... 
FPcor ichildrengitfurpriſti:me toikipd:thatizon make the can: 
lnius of che elauſt in che act df Abe 48h; Near of, his: 


preſent majeſty, relating to the placing cut of νν e 


lingr, againſt pidlic utiiyl - If Iucho tale the apprentice, 


ani you that 21e hin, the Hing kiimſelf, ande then 


whole volee of matikind eotfentitip} ht , 80 g, vears!s 

are better than 14; Malf yoube oblipedito plterehim cut 

fr6t hee Wye oP hs 91242”! Theremight bea 
41 a miſta 2 k F 
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erigina / benen is plain, 1 t ak, to encourage people to 
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wia le in the ariginal inrentian of ti words of the act; 


but that wiſtake diſcovered; and the destri and pirit leav. 
ing A latitude to ſet! the matter right, will! you! gο ο, and 


commit a kind of violence on the liberty of theſe babes, if 
it is in yout her to prevent it? There may be inſtances 


in:which-it is beſt to keep à boy till he isa, tho bound 


to Urudgery ; but I have conſtantly obſerved; in my office 


as a juſtice of the peace, that there are en diſputes between 


ſuch par children as are occaſionally prentieed out till tlie 


age of 24, to _ _ other OT INE ere Ts 


really too long. ANTS eee n 19 Of WI ee þ 1 
It may be well to ape lads till 24, where they are 


put Hut At 17, and are to be intruſted witli great proper" N 


ty; but ſhall a hugba nimm, or a laborer; rA bw mecha- 
nic, confine a lad till he is 24, if you can do better für 
him WiIII this be produttive of indi) ry, Tiberty: of hap- 


| bine 98 he clauſe fays, * TR 7 SHAUL amt l be | 
8 5 Fir the Aid coi Poraticn, iran Nr or "here 


fons 8 Hal! bh by 52 authorized and appointed, ts 


Hum 40915 j 2 O16; Orea 2 


8 DETAIN and empl, oy in any fort of Tabeur or manufac- 


RWA Axt NE LI (rte: 


ff Wo er in the je ſea- fervice, all ind 2 every uch child e or : 

0 children, by 'y oY 0 'maintaine] Nan N zill, fuch, 
« {pilifren all attain t] 9 75 a ages PLES 7 that A 

« to ſay, until every fich n. male child Nee aftain his a age 7 


JIE BY DIP e\ 
% FwENTY- FOUR YEARS, and every ſe "HE Female' Hild all 


Nu 1007 £317 Ob 07: re PLA 


* MK. her ag E 0 3 TY-ONE YEARS, or be 3 


$ {+0 
Tie being 8 'mariied, I pr Preſu eſum me, relates 970 the Female Sex. 
f. 121 DIE AT 
only, As ke boy forfeits his "dentate y marriage The 


yr of o-Miigg 21D olg, o::s 2 


ia. ® 
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| dale ſuch dhe boa very-young; they. may 
be allbuid to keep them till they are further advanced ai lifec 
Do you conſtrue the words. il and niay, ſo that: it hall be: 
deemed unlawful, under every confideration,' to bind chem 
for leſs time than till they are 24 ycars old ? Are clauſes 
of negative iniunctions ſo looſely worded ? Wherta' ſta⸗ 
tute directs the daing a thing for the ae of jultire, or the 
Public, geod, the word may is underſtood. by lawyers as ſy- 
nonimous with, Hb; but what, injuſtice can there he in 


placing out foundlings, as you can beſt agree for I, or for 5 


14 years? Who, in the name of mercy, will call you 280, ag - 
count for prenticing qut a boy, for z, 8% years, When 
von find à xery good maſter ah) will take him for, that, 
time, and does not. chli to tie himſelf down for a Jager - 
Pexipd ? = Ob ne wor i gs ei gd lin bs! & 2nflnnd nin 
Beſides, I ne your. * may, if Jon pleaſe, 
de conſidered differently from parc frar . Whap ſays dhe. 
4 34 of Eliz. on Which, 1 preſume, ygu conſt ue, the, act. i 
againſt yourſelves ? * why, < That the churchwardens and E 
© overſeers, by the aſſent of t tao Juſtices (one whereof muſt | 
Jeu be of the quorum ) may bind any duch a children, « whoſe 2 ; 
T; rents are not able to ſupport them, tg be 27 20 IN + 


| ſuch children, if male, ſhall, arrive, to. he og Woot A d;gif 7 
« female, to the age e of Shs or marriage, Boy oo Minn Ne 
Now, sir, What, has the churchwardens, everſeers,, or 


Jullicet of the, beate, to. do with Jour r foundlingg?, . Apd 
r hat can Yau tell about their fare 81 being, — Apes x 
them? and what is M1 axT by this a 27 For th the e 4 


a Sadie 7d 510 nt 21d 49515 
is Allo, uſed, The rich. oflic s can tell you 
9 214050 925170509. 09 1607 ig 2: My ar ts * 
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often conltrvicd ts un Tine a latitude Is left for ſueh an 


agreement as ſhall ſetin moſt confiſtent with the welfare of 


the parties, which is the true end and deſign of it. If 
you inquire, I believe you will And it ſo. 


Whether the officers go upon the conſtruction of the 


word may, or refer themſelves to the 5th of Elizabeth, 1 
cannot determine; but if you act conſiſtently with your 
own profeſſions, then the 5th of Eliz. which is not abropated, 
I believe, may be your guide; for it ſays, that © every 


te houſholder, having and ufing half a plough-land in tillage, 
« may take any apprentice above the age of ten years, and 


41 under eighteen, to ſerve in husbandry till twenty-one at 
4 the leaſt, or till twenty. aur, as the parties can agree.” 
Vou place them out to husbandry, and to many trades of the 
| like nature: you mean to conſult the interęſt of the por 
children, and, without any violation of law, you may, in my 
humble opinion, do for the beſt, © as the parties can agree.” 
If I am miſtaken in this opinion, then it is your duty to 


alk for a new power; for I am ſure that lau ſhould be 


founded in rea/on ; and that the foundling is unfortunate 
enough in being dete, we ſhould ftrive to Halten his 


condition. 
15. With regard to my own . I muſt i in- 


oem you, that my farmers and laborers do not uſually take 
any prentices: I muſt therefore prevail on them to change 


their method, otherwiſe I ſhall be under a great difficulty, 


ten or fifteen years hence, if I live ſo long, on this ſingle. 


account; tho' I wiſh this were the only difficulty. As to 8 


——— e they are eſſen- 
ally 


W208 


buy debe: to be community; bus, dae 8 
_ ſhall want hut ſa long: as Wen reg of, of agriculture 
and paſunags (are properly ſuppagted. : It wh by 8 18 
buandman and laboran by hom my.cſtats 23 to flor I 25 by 
thom ¶ am enabled to pay m taxes 37, therefore EM 
 libitons that none of my fellow ſubiectoj wiese lag , 
Sig nimue, be remoded from the ſpot, to endanger their 
| "not returififs. I willhenceforward enderor to render al 
their Ties as. c4h1/3#fable as poſſible, and do my part ia ſup- 
port of my o Brentißlet;, Wen your. .hofpital un- 
Recoil che countt .. 1 yon t 
16. In regard itò the true ſouree im marriages 
Tea by no mehs fink that your hoſpital ĩs upon aH 
plan. On the eontfary, itwounds:one of our belt dag in 


einge; AW WR in A great ameafute executes itſelf, and 


Vis Equalfy“Erleiflated te ſupport the intrergſt bh religim and 
far SF. Mig Gare. Tbettere vou wilhalow,nthat, 
it r ci kr wHet©3bofty reigns; adorned-with.aUcher pt- 
"abit, erer y Ihn; at ts ds to preferre the re ght e f be 
NN et uh brunn; dt founded in dhe HU Cha- 
Aue And ace eee. who Suan with 
the moſt religious care, .noiibgz 


= —_— NOT GFT Has evet Been iti wia qugbeſt 


Veneratibh 1 ft D 


—— Werl 2 27 {HA the dete & Htare 
e fo e bed, t a ft M N Nen 
1 Ph üer be N Nen dhe bn it — td nnr 
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man of great quality live and die in a priſon, becauſe he 
_ would'not contaminate his blood by marrying a girl whom 


he had debauched, and whom the an king commanded 
him to marry. 
Of this kind i is the law amongſt us, which obliges a man, 


by whom a woman is pregnant, upon her own teſtimony, to 


marry her, or to find fecurity for the maintenance of the 


child ; and if he does not make this ſatisfaQtion to the wo- 


man, nor to the public, i. e. to the pariſh, who muſt other- 
wile maintain the infant, he is condemned to impriſon- 


ment. The man may be alſo compelled to find ſecurity 
even before the delivery of the woman ; Which has this 
further good effect, that he is the more eaſily prevailed on | 
to marry her, than if ſhe bad the child in her arms, as the 
infant, tho” born the next day, becomes legitimate, and is 
reſcued from diſgrace, as well as the mother from ſhame, 


when ſhe is ſanſibls of any, _ 
Now I muſt tell you, that a ſummer ſeldem went over 


5 my head without a viſit from half a dozen big-bellied girls, 


to make their complaints to me, as a 7uſtice of the peace; 
and I have generally had the good fortune to perſuade the 


man to marry. The conſciouſneſs of his having promiſed 


marriage, which is often the caſe, or the ſenſe of common 


Juſtice (tor we have ſome very good caſuiſts in the country, 


tho' they have no learning) or the fear of a priſon, has 
produced the effect which every hone/t man ought to wiſh 
for in ſuch caſes. As to this degree of compulſion on the 


man, which you pretend takes off from the ſ/anctity of 


Harkiage, is i not ahi uf i in the man to 7 ife ? ? But we 
are 


191 
are not to refne ſo much; and I can aſſure you this kind 
of compulſion is generally more than counterbalanced by 
the real affection which the man had for the woman, pre- 
vious to his being gratified; and there muſt be ſome re- 
turns of it towards a woman in diſtreſ, in every mind 


not totally depraved. It is no leſs a pleaſure to a peaſant, 


than to a lord, to think that he is acing right, though 
ſome preſent inconveniences ſhould attend it. The fact is, 
that theſe marriages have generally been as Vaßhy as any 
others. The parties have lived together very comfortably, 
and perhaps at the end of fy years they had fix legitimate 


babes, the pictures of health and honeft love, inſtead of both 


man and woman becoming proſtitutes, and depriving the 
tate of the ſecurity, and Oran of the ſolid Awe 
of conjugal faith. _ 

18. Tam further to inform you how hs caſe ſtands at 
_ preſent with me; for I go no further than I can reaſon 
from /a# and experience. For theſe tu years paſt I have 
not had the pleaſure to ſee one of theſe fair ſinners in my 
preſence. I have not charity enough to ſuppoſe they are 
become more rightecus ; but finding they can diſpoſe of 
the produce of their amours at your beſpital, the ſexes 
have thought it more eligible 1 to Foe at large, like the balls 
and cows which they attend. And there i is a very frong 
reaſon for this opinion. The Pari iſb-offcers i in the country 
being as little fond of incurring exhences, as yours in town, 
inſtead of threatening the man with a priſon, they ſoberly 
recommend to him to decline marriage; for the father of 


the child agreeing with them that it ſhall be ſent to your 
5 2 hoſpital, 
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bofyital the preventing marriage is preventing a breed of 
legitimate children, which may prevent a fax upon them; 
and therefore, in their opinion, is an exceeding good: and 
proper thing to be done. Beſides, as the law gives them 
ſome latitude over illegitimate children, they take care to 
exerciſe it to the utmoſt extent they are able, to fawe ex- 
Pence, and * go OR the true RF o the 
law. 
Thus the tables a are turned upon me; and tho? 12 am 45 


from believing that the evil is become general, it ſeems very 


proper to take the moſt effectual meaſures to n, its 
being ſo, at any time hereafter. Fate | 
In ſmall, communities and collected bodies, as in "4 


by, *-country, where the truth of facts, in regard to amours, 
may be more eaſily aſcertained than in a vaſt city, this ex- 


cellent law is the only guard of the female poor from the 


evils to which their want of education expoſes them ; and 


it is the more proper for a free and a brave people, who 
ſhould ſuffer none of their fellow · ſubjects to be injured, 


particularly in theſe caſes, where it is ten to one but the 


man made the firſt advance: and as men have made the 


law, men ſhould take care that it be religioſiy obſerved in 
regard to themſelves; and look well that the conſequences 
of the breach of it, may not fall on the fror woman only, 


19. If population is the chief object of your hoſpital, it i 


ſhould not be attended with any circumſtance that may ob- 
ſtruct marriage. As to its being inſtrumental to wedlock, 


as It now ſtands, I am very doubtful on that head. 1 be- 


lere it i is bans Guſe of rs tibertini/m than would other- | 
wile 


” L « | 
' wiſe happen. For notwithſtanding. the common reaſon, af, 
ſigned, that conſequences are never thought of upon occa: 
ſions of illegal commerce, yet I believe it will be generally 
found, that there are ſome preludes to love. adventures; anch 
the young female who is not awed by the fear of God, nor 
the rad of the magiſtrate, tho faſcinated with the importy- 


nity of her lover; before ſhe ſubmits, ſhe conſiders if ſhe cas 


oblige the man to marry her, and how/ſhe ſhall provide in 
caſe of pregnancy. A {mall weight may fometimes turn 
the balance in favor of inclination but let it go which way 
it will, in regard to her, how does it turn in regard to the 
importunity of the man ? The girl thinks, if the conſents, 
ſhe may oblige the man, whom. ſbe likes, to merry her; but, 


be nan eonſiders that he ſhall be under the loſs obligation. a 


_ marry, on account of your hoſpital; and therefore gives the 
greater looſe to his defires, and promz/es the more liberally, 
and ſets heaven at defiance with the more courage: 


Many illegetimate children may have been thus born; 1 wha | 


might not have otherwiſe come into the world at all. It any 
air edloche have been made, agreeably to the law juſt 
quoted, it is more than I can anfwer for. On the other 
hand, I do not apprehend, that three thouſand yvung woman 
have been debauched on account of your hoſpital, as ſome 
pretend, nor yet three hundred: JLonly ſuppoſe ſome have 
fallen a ſacrifice by means of it, who would have otherwiſe 
obtained huſbands; and that it is dangerous to throw temp- 
tations in the way of thoſe who are already too prone to evil. 
20. As to the MURDERING of infants to conceal amours, 
we hardly hear of ſuch a*thing in the country; no ſuch 
_ cruel 
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which is an enccuragement to carry them thither, it ſeems 


eruel delicacy prevails in my pariſhes. There may be ſuch 


things in ſome great towns beſides London; but they happen 


in caſes that no hpital can prevent, where the pregnancy is 


concealed, and no Fer/on living truſted with their ſecret. 
Illegitimate children fared as well as others, in the country, 
before your hoſpital draw'd them away, ſo far at leaſt as re- 


lates to the mother's tenderneſs. A child is always a ſtrong- 
hold on the man; to remove this is the cauſe of cruelty in 


the act of conveying the child away, rather than the hm 


of the mother, If the putative fathers of children, and the 
pariſh-officers,would never practiſe any fraud or violence, the 


mot her being left to the dictates of maternal affection, would 


cheriſh ſuch child at her breaſt, or at leaſt provide another 
good nurſe, with the ſame fondneſs as if it had been born in 


the marriage-bed : and the reaſon of this needs no comment. 


L appeal to your experience, if the children reclaimed at 
your hof. pital have not been chiefly by mothers, not fathers, 


and for the moſt part ſuch as were born out of wedlock, 


and removed clandeſtinely by the father: 9 
21. You have now many children in the hoſpital who 


belong to my pariſh ; if I can inſpire the parents with vir- 


tue enough to reclaim them, I hope you will make the DE- 
LIVERY of the children as eaſy to them as poſlible, if alive; 
and if dead, not make them pay for the melancholy NEWS, 


When L hear of ſchemes to render it difficult for parents 
to come at their children, as an expedient to intimidate 
them from ſending them to your hoſpital, at the ſame time 
that you are ſupporting the fecrecy of the lnſtitutiog, 5 


"WM 


1 
as if you were playing at croſs-purpoſes—If parents part 
with their children becauſe they are in'difr2ſ5, the recovery 
of them again ſhould, methinks, be very eaſy, and with 
1 very little exßence; and if they are not ſuppoſed to be in di- 
ſtreſs, then their child ſhould not be received at all. As 
to making them the children of the public in any ſenſe but 
that of being good fubjefs, it appears to be a very pretty 
word, without any other meaning than that the public ſup- 


ports them. I | 
22. Whatever may be n I ſhall plead for that 
Which ſeems to be the leaſt dangerous to liberty, and, above 
all, for the high reſpect which I have for maternal tender- 
neſs. The laws of Cod, as well as of the land, have given 
the ſuperiority to the man, in almoſt every inſtance: but it 
the woman is not inclined to part with her infant, ſhe ought 
to be indulged in keeping it; and I muſt repeat, that the | 


forceing a child from a mother, even by her own husband, is 
a treſpaſs againſt the laws of nature, though the laws 
of the land ſhould, Ver «ther weighty reajons, be ſilent on l 
this head. 1 
23. Upon the whole, i in my character as a country gentle | 1 
man, I muſt beg that you will conſider what is 6 to be N 
done with regard to the real evils, which I am ſenſible the 1 
fate is ſuffering, or may ſu 2 Fer, in reſpect to your bills-of : | | 
 mertality- -children, and leave me and my tenants to take care Ul 


of our own four —You muſt have MONEY, and you ſhall _ 
have my voice: I had much rather part with my money 
chan with my money and infant beer; for theſe INFANTS, 


| 1 
1 
will, | | 


3 


e 
money 2 * 
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N 
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for my wife, my children, and Pofteritye 


again emits its beams, and invigorates the whole. 
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 afent in providing for your. infantipoer, who L . 
| _ perſuaded do dis almoſt as ſbop as horn. vious 98! fal! 
| I it becomes a queſtion, ſhall we leave ati 
fants annually in the hands of pari/b-nurſes, in the bills of 
mortality, or give a proper ſum of money, till we fee what 
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; time, regain FRO money, and — thy cſtate 


234. 1 can by no means acknowlege the IV bl e 


Hos pt TAL. to be a Lock cHARTT Y, tho" confined to the 
bills of mortality. London is but the magazine of the 
three kingdoms, and of the world, and it receives every 


body ; like the s N, it abſorbs all Eher fires; but then it | 


„ 


25. If you ſend theſe POOR INFANTS 20 nurſe all over the 


| Kingdom, the MONEY will be returned to the country; and if 
the children alſo remain in the country, then you enrich, not 
| improeriſh me; for I can employ more hands, if you will ſend 


them to me.—If you can Preſerve thoſe that uſed to die, you 
will be the inſtruments 7 heaven for very great and ncble pur- 


V's poſes to the whole nation. And if you breed up uſeful hands 
| to ſerve in war, my ate Will be ſo much the more worth, 


e 


as it is the better ſecured 1 to me by the numbers and bravery 


of my countrymen. . And if they are "empliyed in  agricul- 
ture or manifactury, or merchant ſhips, whatever tends to = 
Fromote trade, will certainly enhance the value of my acres, 


which produce the materials 22 trade—Thus although, 1 


am totally averſe to part Vith my infant er +. Who, do aat 


die, L am, for the very fame reaſon, as much diſpoſed. to 


peculiar tax can be aſſigned for it, or what other method : 


1 
can be uſed to obtain money; I ſhall cry aye, though I 
reduce my tuo legs of mutton and two puddings to one leg 
of mutton, without any pudding at all. And let others 
refine upon the ſubject as they pleaſe, I am very clear that 
the ate will gain by the aid you require. Every child 

ſaved is real national riches, let the expence be computed 
ever fo critically. Make the charge only what in reaſon 
may be expected; negle& nothing that is eſſential to pre- 
ſerve life; diſtinguiſh well what is ſo; and there cannot 
be any ſolid objection to your having money. Noheoy has 
any jealouſy of the probity of you governors. 

As to your bridge, which ſome think was ſtretehing the 
line of liberty, I hear of nobody who makes it a ſubje& of 
| complaint in the country. Without any forced caſuiſtry, | 
it may be deemed a national object : it is of great uſe for 
the commerce of the whole kingdom, as being a /afe and eafy 
communication with the metropolis, by which every part of 
the kingdom is benefited. And as for the church- ernaments, 

it is alſo for the Public uſe of the repreſentatives of the 
whole people ; and if you pleaſed your fancy in them, you 
will not diſpleaſe mine. In the mean while I am in no 
humor to grumble, tho' I am Engliſb-born. I think my- 
ſelf much in debt to fome of you at London for the great 
care you have taken of me, and my friends and neighbors, 
by humbling our enemies, and keeping them at a diſtance, 
that they may not ravage our fields, which 1 believe they 
would gladly do; and will do, unleſs we . a very 2 


lookout, - 5 | 3 


[ 26. 
26. With regard to the rUVrunk CONDUCT of the ho- 
ſpital, J have much to ſay. But, int, I thank you and 
your collegues for the honor you have done me, by includ- 
ing me in one of your committees, It is with great plea- 
 fure I ſee, in your account of the hoſpital, no leſs. than five 
county committeer, containing two hundred and odd of the 
molt reſpectable names in the kingdom: I hope theſe com- 
mittees mean to execute the tak ; but you muſt not 28 709 
much on us, who are not conflant reſiders in the country. 
It is true, one man in each committee can do a great deal, 
if he is able and willing, and hears his collegues with can - 
dor, tho' they ſhould not do ſo, much as himſelf : let them 
conſider that the main object is ſaving lives, Men of 
buſineſs are commonly ſaid to have the moſt leiſure, that is, 
for buſmeſs, as they make a regular diſpoſition of their 
time; and I believe theſe /ords and gentlemen are men of 
buſineſs in that ſenſe. But this I can tel] you, that when I 
am in town, which | is the ſcene of 2 2 I am of five com- 
mittees, and a conſtant attendant on Hur; but I know not 
of one of the Ave which is well-attended my people 
give money, who will not give any thing elſe. _ 
27. If L apprehend the matter right, your greateſt want 
is that of inſßectors, to | have an eye on your nurſeries diſ- 
4 : . perſed over the kingdom: and as the lives of theſe children 
are ſo valuable, wW hat can theſe noble lords and gentlemen 
do better than take the charge of the inſþeTion of nurſes 
in their reſ pective villages! ? It they recommend i it to Proper 
perſons who will be accountable to them as a committee, 
and that committee to yours in London, and you to barlia- 
| Ee ment, 
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ment, what better plan can be purſued 2: ? They Will exer-· 
ciſe the nobleſt affections of their minds i in broſerving ; the 
life of the child. As their-charitable and Falrictie ſpi Ipi- 
rits lead them ſo far, they will rejoice in an opportunity 
of doing an eſſential ſervice to their country, at their very 
doors, and the ſaving lives will be a right honorable office, 
as well from the dignity. of the perſons concerned in it, as 

in the nature of the thing itſelf.” But thoſe of them will 
be the beſt inſpectort, or the beſt committee- -men, whoſe 
conſtant reſidence is in the country. 66-260 0097 25.0 

Indeed I do not comprehend. how your committee in 
London could poſſibly go on, without ſuch aſſiſtance, and 
uviith it, your object will be big enough to furniſh employ- 
ment for two or three hundred inſpectors, of Londen infants 
only, it every one of them was to take ſuch a number of 
children as he could well compals ; but ſuch of them as 
have a wife and daughters, who wear in their breaſt the 
hearts of Women, will be "0p beſt able to crcute hs. 
office. | 20 | 
Jou muſt inſpect your r inſpeRtors, 10 far as feht to thoſe 
who live in a wholeſome or unwho)fame air; thoſe who are 
fortunate, and thoſe that are not fortunate, in aving 
lives; thoſe who have a ſober tribe of nurſes in their 
neighbourhood, and thoſe. that have none ſuch. Be as 
ceriticallj exact in the merits of every nurſe as the na- 
ture of the thing will admit. Much may be done by 
| vigilance and circumſbection, and lit will be Toe with- 


out it. 


Ex I 1 hae 


| © 28: * 
28. Theſe noble and gentle tides. will become the 
more neceſſary, if that ſhould take place, in any degree, 
which I conceive to be 5 ½. It will be as improper, as di ifs 
cult, to congregate all your children in bodies of 3 or 
400. You, may do it with me; but the bulk of theſe 
babes, who are ſuppoſed to be working for, may be con- 
tinued at nurſe. Thoſe who have carried them through the 
firſt and moſt dangerous paths of life, may continue to con- 
duct them on till they are placed cut. Thus, inſtead of put- 
ting the country children on the precarious footing of Lon- 
din-bern children, as is the caſe with regard to your preſent | 
plan of receiving indi/criminately, you will put the natives 
of Londen, the health of the parent excepted, upon an 
equality with thoſe of the country; and as they may be 
placed out immediately, at the age of 10 or 11 years, 
amongſt thoſe with whom they are familiarized, and ſome- 
times as it were FHliated, from the breaſt, a conſiderable 
part of the general objection, which now ſtands againſt 
your: hoſpital, will be removed; whilſt the [or d or gentle- 
man in the village will be a check upon the maſter and aß- 
| prentice, if either behaves ill, and a patron and Serben to 
| both, if they behave well. | 

*. am ſure you mean the efential good of the community, 
and not to amuſe yourſelves with the Pomß and Parade of 
| hoſpitals : and, upon my conſcience, I believe that the chil- | 
_ dren will be full as virtuous at the age of ſixteen or twenty 
Fears, as if they had been /ox or ſeven years | of their lives 
under the care of an hoſpital ſehoolmaſter. By this means 
Fou 4 888 prevent ws. neceſſity of a change of air, ali- 


ment, 


[29% ] 
ment, habitation, and other concomitant circumſtances, 
which, according to the beſt of my obſervation; by no 
means ſtrengthens the conſtitutions of children, more than ĩt 


invigorates their minds; but produces the quite contrary 


effects. The wages of the nurſe will then come directly 


to the village, and money promotes indu//ry in general. 


The child will be ei inured to labor, by the little offices 
which will naturally fall to his ſhare; and the nurſe will 
receive aſſiſtance from the child, in this view as well as 


from her wages. The Poor-rates will rather decreaſe than 


otherwiſe, in ſuch villages. The expence of the hoſpital 
will not be increaſed, and the whole community will be bene- 
fited. | | 


29. Methinks I ſce you fart back as if you ſaw a hett, 
and I hear yon cry out, © Where then is the hoſpital-ethuca- 


« tion! We may as well give uß the whole, and put the na- 


& tion to no expence !” Have patience, Sir, and 1 will 

tell you that I have not yet been able to diſcover fo much 

good from what you call the hoſpifal-education, as counter. 
balances the inconveniences that attend it. | HERE 

The ſaving the life is the primary obfect with me, yet 1 

I am not ſo bad a politician as to neglef the conſi deration of 
moral and religious duties. 1 rather believe, that the morals 
of the people may be mended much ſooner by the means 1 

propoſe, than by e met For theſe being called the 

children of the public, and under the guidatee and dec“ 
tion of 27 % noble lords and gentlenien of Ihe county com. 


mittees, it will be Hard. frtuneè indeed if, by their inter pꝰ- 


June and countenance, theſe: children cannot be taught to 
| read, 
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read, at 1 as perlectly a as ; your children read, when they 


leave your hoſpital. 
1 am intirely of opinion, that no creature, that bears the 
Sachs of the human nature, mould be kept ignorant of read- 
ing: 1 believe that ignorance, in this particular, is the cauſe 
. of infinite miſchiefs. If our anceſtors thought it wiſe, even 
in times of darkneſs and ſuperſtition, to annex certain þrivi- 
leges to thoſe who could read, as the law benefit of clergy 
ſhews us: if we are now juſtly alarmed at the progreſs of 
Papal i ignorance, and the groſs abſurdities of the Romiſh do- 
arines, which too often prevail amongſt us: if, contrary 
to the Roman Ne, we put the bible and 72/fament into the 
hands of the laity, and intreat them to read and examine 
theſe ſacred oracles, it ſeems to be an abſurdity, almoſt as 
| great as what the Roimaniſ/ts themſelves ef, pouſe, to be in- 
different, for this is the ſofteſt word T can uſe, whether 
the working poor can read, or not. Does experience ſup- 
port the opinion, that our people are the better for igno- 
mug, in this particular, or that the fate is the better for 
it? I will be bold to pronounce that both are in ſo much 
the wo7/e condition; and that nothing will ſooner intro- 
_ duce thoſe principles, which will eat out the very heart of 
our moſt admirable conſtitution in church and fate than ig- 
norance. If all the common people were taught to read, 
| there could be no di Minktions, and the drudgery of life 
would be carried on with leſs 4 ſcontent than it is now; 
and the bre-eminence, which ſome ew fondly think them- 
{elves intitled to, over their neighbors; would be ,. 
ilk, e d 101 ni 1d eee 
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The pooreft creature on earth is not ſo wholly taken up, 
in purſuit of the means of getting a morſel of bread to ſap- 
port his body, but that he may think alſo of his foul; and 
how can he think of his ſoul ſo effectually as by reading 

the ſcriptures, which are recommended to him, every SAB- 
| BATH- DAT? No one, in this nation at leaſt, is reduced to 
ſach a ſlavery to the necefſit ties of Ii ife, but what has ſome 
vacant time, which cannot be employed in diverſs Fon, nor 


tf well filled up as in reading the ſcrißtures. One great 


- difference between us and our fellow- ſubjects of Scotland 


is, as I am told by men of the world, of that part of Bri- 
tain; aſk a girl to grant you the favor, (for that has moſt 
alluſion to our ſubject at preſent), and ſhe tells you, uo: her 
religion forbids, Aſk one of ours, I mean amongſt, the 
COMMON PEOPLE, and hear what /be ſays : ſhe may alſo 
refuſe; but I fear from ſome other motive than religion. | 
The Scotch are taught to read, and do read, and our com- 
mon people are left 1 more to themſelves, to learn, or let ĩt 

alone. | 
30. Now, my dear Sir, a as to the Speiser with which you 
might bring about a reformation i in this inſtance, you never 
can have fo favorable an opportunity as the preſent. The 
poor foundling being patronized, as propoſed, .may, not the 
noble earl, or the lord of the manor, ſhow ſuch. countenance 
: to the vicar, or his curate, as will naturally | beat out the 
means of theſe children being fraught to read ? And if they 
are taught for twelve minutes in a. day, as an agreeable taſk, 
they will know more of the matter than they generally 
know by labering for twelve hours. The children will be 
growing 


1 
growing up, and they, will teach each other. Beſides, 
there is generally ſome woman who keeps a ſchool, even in 
a village, and it may always | be ſo, if gentlemen pleaſe to en- 
courage it. She may not only teach them to read and 
pray, but alſo to ſew and darn, mend, and make their 
clagyhs ; and if che reverend curate will give her ſome few 
inſtructions upon the ſubject of reading and praying, and 
ſaying the catechiſm, and teach her a little, before ſhe teaches 
others, upon my word, 1 think he would do bimſclf great 
honor, and deſerve great 22 2; he would demonſtrate 
himſelf to be in carne as to the care of his /beep, and fol- 
| low the example of the great paſtor of mankind, 1 
Lou have now a golden opportunity « of doing that which 
you moſt wiſhed tor, under the 7] Influence and patronage of | 
the noble lords and gentlemen i in queſtion, By means of their 
humane and patriotic ſpiri its, the vicar, or his curate, will 
be induced, not only to hear theſe children day, their cate- 
chiſm i in church, but alſo occaſionally ; at his own houſe ; and 
who ſo proper to teach them to draw. 40 their Cad, as the 
choſen ſervants of the Almighty ? Perhaps you will aſk me, 
if I intend to make ſchoohnafters of all the inferior clergy ? 
I anſwer, No: I only mean to add weight to their dignity, 
and increaſe. the reſpect. Which 18 their due, by their taking ſo 
favorable an occaſion of exerciſing their zealin the ervice of 
their great mafer, particularly towards thoſe whom their 
great maſter himſelf would maſt undoubtedly, have ſhewn 
great tenderneſs, and compey/191.;, and I ſuppoſe there are very 
few, of theſe, gentlemen, in the country, hut have leiſurs 
enqugh for ſuch £48, hh ; OK e. cannot diffuſe a 
N ſpirit 


1 


ſpirit of piety, and mend the morals of the people, 1 muſt | 


confeſs I ſhalt never expect it from an pita ſchotlmaſter, 
And if the laboring poor cannot be brought up in the fear 


of God, in the ordinary courſe of domeſtic li fe, and ufe ful i in- 


duſtry, I ſhall not expect it neither from penning them 
up in an hoſpital, as we coop up chicten. Nor would IL 
totally ſeparate theſe foundlings, but let them aſſociate 
with other children, at leaſt upon certain occaſions : this 
will naturally take off from that ſhyneſs which I have ob- 
ſerved, as well as make them forget the misfortune of their 
own circumſtances, and give them ſome notion of the world, 
and of practical virtue. Time, experience, and your own 
till, will ſuggeſt t to you a great deal more e than Lam able to 
recolle& at preſent. 

What indeed does all your foundling-education amount 
to, more than reading and ſaying the catechi/m ? Fe- 
ſides the ſcriptures, I would alſo introduce ſome proper little 
agreeable tracts of the amuſing kind. I know that /eme 
of your boys are taught to write: this may be alſo proper 
for a few who are deſtined for particular menen 

which require writing; but not otherwiſe. 

31. You are not to imagine from any thing 1 propoſe, 
that I object to your country hoſpitall. No: I think 
there are more right ways than one, of doing ſome things. 
The nation is upon a trial of experiments, and it is a noble 
and %u, not a wanton trial; and the more vel ar, | 
as war confames our people: nor can the human mind 


bring every thing to perfection at once.” T hope you "will 
Hniſb the only 7109 brildings you have in hand; I tea 
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ad. hay at Aikworth i in Torkſbire,. and the other at Shrewf- 
_ bury... 'T hey will be ſo much national riches, and maybe 
| uſed for many great, and good purpoſes, particuſarly with 

regard to a manufaftory, or other e fit kor the 


children who may be ſent thither. ak 
32. The commodious old houſe which: you have procured 


a lh , and the other Preparing : at Weſterham | in Xent, 
are worthy of yourſelves. The nature of the enterprize 


z & 0's 


you have undertaken calls for fich Mace; for theſe w 
new w buildings, » when complete, and t two 0 old 1152 together 


. * | ; 


[7 48 children, Ow the hands of Nie -officers, and hay 
ſhould not exceed 2000 in a year, and only 600 of the firſt 
year ſhould. be lving at the end of five years; for five years 


after, you. will have, ſuch, a ; number on your hands every 
Fear; beſides thoſe you, now have, who, at the end of the 


11 $ 


| ſereral periods of ſeven, eight, pine, a and ten years, from this 
13 1. 


187 + 


time,! may be i in all. 3985 more, before you can place them 


8 Nor te Ws > 


out; and 111 by rewrning many to their parents, for which 


N TY . 


1 hope 1 in God, . | method \ will | be contrived, the number 


ſhould be bur 2 or 300 in . Jour Foe 25 771 will ace 
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modate but half of them. 5 


a IO LISOY 10 Sift 
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5 1335 3, But ere are 6 other ebe of a a very weighty 
Þ yo "why 4: am for fen 0 ikall. I conceive that, 
3 many 22 may be placed out from 

he w vary hands of the numſt, there will be ua neceſſity: of 
wee the bulk of e children 46 ibi leſpitali, to ſhew 


them, 


t ] 


them, in order to \procure maſters and miſtreſſes : at leaſt I 


would ſecure this great point as much as  poſlible ; "and theſe 
hof pitals, when prepared, will not create any ex xperic, except 
from the numbers entertained in lem. 


* * - + 
I 
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34. There is yet another reaſon which alſo weighs with 


me. 1 hope neither good fortune in war, nor Plenty i itt 


peace, nor any time or circumflance, which are in the hands 


of the Almighty, will diminiſh the humanity of this nation : 


Therefore it, by the mercies of heaven, we can ſave a number 
ef. children from a grave in London, I hope we ſhall make their 
beings happy. How many virtucus Fairs are there in this 


land, who have loſt all their children, or never had any: 28 
How many. / . ngle women, and 7 el. men, of ee Who are 
too far advanced i in life to enter into the married ſtate, and 
: yet their affections not the leſs Pure and natural? How 


noble, how rational, and conf ent, a thing would it be to 
adopt children from amongſt theſe feor babes ' To encourage 


4 people to do this, they muſt ſee” them in A public place; 


and where can this be fo properly, as in an i hoſpital ? ? 
This 1 18 no romantic ſpeculation ; thefituation of the. found: | 


} >: 7 wry TY f 


| lings I not reclaimed, after a certain pumber of y years, will na- 


OF al 


turally lead to it. We hare the example of ſome of the 


braveſt and moſt politic people | in the world: nor need we 


1118] 10 b 


80 o far back as antient Rome; Gn of ' Jour, foundli ings 


% 
7 t 1 * 


1 FRY vs at RH age of twelve. months, 
Which is an excellent method of diſpoſing, of them,, I 


do not mean by acht ing: that! 1 expect N wille obrain, an 
3 | * 2 FREY act a 


412 ThE 
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act of y arliament ae. of names, and ;oveſtiog 
with efates, nor is it proper they ſhauld, but only ſuch. a 
degree of favor. and affeion, as the love ꝙ Cod and the 
loue of 1 man may naturally lead /me people to ſhow. __. 
| Thus, i in every view, averſe. as I am to your meddling 
with children born in the country, ar continuing your Plan 
of ſecrecy, which can never be ſecured from abuſe, I ſee no 
remedy f for thouſands of infants, who draw-their firſt breath. | 
| in London, but in your eftabliſbhment. And averſe as I am to 
the method of keeping up children hetween walls, yet 
ſome hoſpitals will be neceſſary. But here it occurs to 
me as a thing very conſiſtent with the nature of h/þital 
18 di iſe ipline, i in the country, that theſe children may occaſionally | 
walk in the fields, leaſe corn, or play on hay- cocks, and 
always walk out to church u pon occaſions of public prayers. 
| Let not their misfortune,” in being farſaken by their pa- 
rents, abr idge their natural freedom. . All the indulgence 
that can conſy ently be ſhewn them in this land of liberty, 
f From the day of their birth, till they return to. the common 
parent of us all, foould be granted t: to them ; and the. more | 
: they run, heb, and play, the Huter and more active men 
b they will make, and the more they. will be ſought after. 8 
| 3 1 In the account of. the methods which bave been uſed to 
fall ſb the hoſpital, there i is a further remark, which leads 
me 1 to make a few more refle&tions, It is ſaid, © the go- 
Wy mens row well how far the a pita / is from the fer- 
8 fettion to which they defire it may be brought : : they find 
5 66 many di ifrculties in providing. #r reber. INSPECTORS, of 
e their children in Several peat and healthy parts of tho 
is king: 


ir 7 1] 


"ae TRY Sep as of nurſes ate certainly the We 
and energy, the foul and ſpirit, of your Mpital; 1h uch 
it cannot but thrive ; without ſuch it would becotte a Hu 
ance. Cbod in themſelves are thoſe who take charge of in- 
fants; but till and attention muſt complete them as in- 

heclors. Thank heaven, the characberiſtic aſcribed to this | 
nation is truly verified in the humanity, benevolence, and N 
charity, of many perſons of both fte, who hdve actually 
engaged to ſerve you; and many uch are in my neighbor- 
hood: 1 tell them, et their names ſhall be tranſinitted to 
poſterity, engraved on an Egyptian pyramid, with n golden 

Natue of the Judaic laugiber at the top of it;“ and I'Je- 
ricuſly think, that thoſe who /eve are far more 3 of 

a memorial than thoſe d: firoyers of mankind, Who are Te | 

corded in ſtory for making a great havoc.” And DN 
our fellow-ſubje&ts who underſtand what belongs ths EE 

welfare of their country, will "think" this office of inſjet or . 
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very honourable and uſeful to 150 community, here are | 
ars 3d WY de 35 ; 

many grod-minded” peeple, whom 1 have {glicited.to be in- { 
Ane 2 1 Wo ING TD [ 

Cf pectors; but they excuſe thetnfelves "till they ſee what the | 

1 > wy * B © TILL * I. 301 i 
parliament Will do w ick Jou. * am at this time m ch j 
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[38] 
inſpectors, people of ſentiments,-\if..nat of fartune, whoſe 
education f puts them above doing any, mean thing but 
if the number of ſuch inſpectors ſhould not be adequate to 
your wants, or if you find © cheap and healthy parts of the 
_< kingdom,” where the moſt fober and beſt:kind of nurſes are, 
and no perſon of fortune and diſtincrion reſiding there, who 
will take the charge; may you not, in ſiech caſe, with great 
Praßriety, look out for ſome honeſt farmer's wife, of unble- 
wiſhed character, who, for a {mall ANNUAL ALLOWANCE, 
will do the duty as well as any dutcheſs in the land? Her 
huſband. will give ſecurity for the money advanced by the 
hoſpital for the payment of nurſes: ſhe will be ſubject to 
the controll of the hoſpital, and ſhe will obſerve the direc- 
tians given her. The nurſes. themſelyes will complain, if 
Aae ere in; aeg wil be ſubject to loſe her au · 


nuity. 12 534 
Tou tel me, , tha the ting v to ö this are, that if once 


aby, play this alleyance i inte 4 hands f ſome of their neigh- :E 

bors, forſake the hoſpital, and put the public to a conſider- 
ble expence. If, this were o be the caſe, and you could 
feve lives to the community, I ſhould not be ſorry. But it 
feems to me a miſtaken Jutoſit ition, that thoſe who now act 
upon principles of humanity and charity, will forſake you, 
becauſe they know you, want them : and it certainly ſhould 
be deemed as forſaking the hoſpital, it they give up the 
charge i into the hands of another. x ES - 
37. As to the di diſtinftion of. inſpectors, ir may be eaſily 


preſeryed, by publiſhing a an e liſt of. honerary in nſpeftors, 
and 


RE 

and another of hired: inſpectorr; and as no office ca be 
more grateful to the human heart, a ſight of the former diſt 
would inſpire the benevolent with ſentiments fuitable to the 
dccaſion; whilſt the charge of ſuch part uf the inſpection 
as you might be chliged to pay for, would not exceed one or 
one and a hal, per cent. upon the —_— —— 
ſappoſing you paid half your inſpettors.:' 1 7 007 5/47 [iu 

The public never meant to 3 4 Bricir 


Withiut fraw ;\ and we muſt not ſand upon nir“ chte · 


monies,” where the lives of bur countrymen, tho! in their 
infant fate, are in queſtion: | By this means you'would 
deliver yourſelves from the moſt diſguſtful per plexities, and 
from the neceſſity of putting more children into one hand; 
whether inſpeFtor or nurſe, than you chuſe to do; you would 
deliver the public from the danger of the hoſpitals making 
a bad debt occaſionally ; the nurſes from impoſitions 
which they ſometimes ſuffer ; i many Ul the childrei from 2 
grave; and the beſpital from an objection that t now "Ties ies 


againſt it, that it is to big to be managed well. This is 5 what 


appears to me; and 1 tell you my thoughts with he more 


freedom, as there ſeems to be a deſign of altering the plan, 
It the acquiſition of our country- committees renders this 
| meaſure unneceſary, I ſhall eſteern 3 it a great pee but 
| 1 ſhall ever think the breſerving of lives, the firſt olje 17; 
38. With regard t to nurſes, ir likewiſe ſcems Fore 


x 1 us all to keep an exact alphabetical” regi Se of all * 


them engaged i in the fervice ok the hoſpital, with the dates 
eo t 


when children are given fo them, and when 7 they di le, or are 


55 iTr N 1 


diſcharged. We ſhall then ce our * Way clearly. | To this 
£ you 
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vor might add the appointment of a viſtter to ride ca- 
| ſionally, a certain diſtance round London, to make acquaint- 
ance with inſpectors, to receive hſtrufins from them; 
to anſwer their requeſts; and to viſtt the children. As to re - 
moter diſtances, it may be left to our country committees, 
Who, Without doubt, will follow the plan that is chalked 
out to them; and we ſhall frequently ſuggeſt to you in 
London, many uſeful hints for your inſtruction and improve- 
ment, We cannot take too mnch care, eſpecially in circum- 
ſtances which are familiar, and eaſily carried into execution. 

l believe you will join with me in recommending, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, to the inſpectors, to look to the health and 
characters of the nurſes they ſend ; that no child be given 
| to a nurſe merely becauſe ſhe deſires it, or becauſe tlie 
pariſh-officer thinks ſhe ſtands in need of help ; but becauſe 
the hoſpital ſtands in need of healthy, ſober, and able-bodied 


women, abounding in good milk. 
39. You ſay, that © 2% governors find di zap in young 
« children; which makes it improper to put them to wet 
© nurſes.” It is indeed very obvious chat ſuch children 
ſhould not be put to the breaſt of any woman whois heal- 
thy: care muſt be taken of the healthy families of the poor, 
for theeſe are our firengrivand fortreſs, eſpecially ſuch women 
as may breed more! robuſt: children. I know that you | 
take the utmoſt precautions at the hoſpital, and accidents- 
ſeldom hilppen + but if you cannot preſerve ſuch children 
in the J;/Þital infirmaries, nor in the Lock hoſpiral, what are. 
you to do with them? Itis certainly right to take care of 
a nurſe; and humanity leads us to take care of the child: 
: no 
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how many of theſe ſuffer. by the ſituation of their nurſes, 
is not ſo eaſy to.diſcover. If the child cannot be preſeryed 
by being ſuckled at the breaſt. of a woman, who may happen 
to be herſelf under. the diſcipline of. a ſkilful ſurgeon, there 


| can hardly be any chance for life; the. frength, of the Fa- 
tient not being adequate to the ſtrength of the hoe of 


the medicine neceſſa x. j 
The propoſal of our:honor'd FR Mr. Wyche, which, at 
firſt mention, ſeems to be as, range as new, has nothing i in 


it repugnant to 7ea/-n, and it is ſupported by the experience. 


of the French in Provence, and allo the alians, for above 
200 years; I mean the ſuckling children by goats. In con- 


firmation of this, there is a law in France, which makes it 
death for any perſon to kill one of theſe goats, which are di- 


ſtinguiſhed by a 746507 round the neck. I am ſenſible there 
are not many places proper for feeding of goats, where a 
Fair trial might be made, by us; but there are fame ſuch 


places, eſpecially in #ajes, I wonder that, amongſt the 


various ſpeculations for extending your abject, you have not 
made the trial, ace,,, if it ſhould. not ſucceed, no mii : 
chief can enſue. Whilſt ſuch: numbers are actually pred 
up by the means of the milk of animals, the giving it, 


in this way, is more: conſonant with the order of. nature, 


than with a ſpoon, as the aliment can ſuffer no alteration 


from the air. And I confder the various, arts of preſery- 


ing life, ſo intimately inter woven with the being of a ſtate, 
as to be worthy. the attention 0 the greateſt Qateſman,, or 
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40. bp obſerve by the public account of your firſt begin- 
ning in 1741, you put out as follows: | * 
eee e ene ee 
Fh U ed 
T0 ditt nin by | 


of whom died, of the 25 none; * 7,1; of the 17,4; 
in all 5 5 

| which is 19 fer cent. in the year. 
Io dry nurſes were 4a tit a HE e 


Jo dittos | e Ye PONY 
Io dittos e BAT eee 9 13 


Ga 
of whom died 15 of the 28; 11 of the 235 and 8 of the 
13; in all - 345 | | 

which i is 53 ber cent. within the year, You ſay, Sir Hans 


Shan remarked, that he had conſtantly obſerved, for 50 
years, that, of 3 infants bred without the breaft, 2 of them 


died. Theſe were all choſen children; and the difference 


of 34 her cent. againſt dry nurſing is very ſtriking indeed ! 


And yet, notwithſtanding the fact, and the authority, I ſhould 


be glad you would examine very carefully how the propor- 


1 tion ſtands upon a large number, all ſent into the country, 
| making a true and candid diftinEtion of thoſe who were dy- 
ing with diſeaſes, and not fit to be put to the- breaſt; 
and allowing a portion her cent. for che mortality which 


muſt ſometimes enſue, of a woman's wn child, ariſing from 


her 


1 


her attempt to ſuckle tua, and perhaps three, at a time. ; You 


muſt alſo add ſomething; for the care of nurſes after wean- 
ing ; duly conſidering the probability that the nurſe, who 
has brought the child to the age of ſix or ſeven months, by 
hand, bids faireſt to continue to rear it. You, mult alfo 
conſider the labor of the young woman often calls her into 
the field, whilſt the. proper office of the od one is to ſlay at 
home; and then make up the account When this is done, 
and the whole evidence examined, then we may call upon 
the Jury for their verdict, and not before —All that 1 pre- 
tend to ſay to this matter is, that a ſober, young, and heal- 


thy woman, a wet-nurle, ſhould have my new- born infant, | 


if her milk was good ; for 1 think Gop never mad: his 
works for man to mend. But if ſhe was deficient in any of 
_ theſe qualities, and I found ſobriety, experience, and a good 


character, in a dry-nurſe, then I would run the hazard of 


her. | 
41. In the caſe of your experiment in Hatton Garde, 


the number of nurſes and children being aſſembled in one 
place, was of itſelf ſufficient to create mortality ; for this 
is the caſe even of adults, in hoſpitals far the ſick, as fre- 
quently, happens when they are much crowded : and how 
much more finely ſpun is the thread of an infant” $ life! 1 In 
this caſe, you did not enjoy the advantage of the pure 
country-air : you ſay 56 were Rehn h ; but not how 
many of theſe were dry-nurſed. 
As to the breeding, by hand, ok is to he ad gig itz 
but when it cannot be avoided, if ſome nurſes were Freperly 


ins, willing and alle to follow inſtructions,! = Cannot 
e | dif poſſeſs 


3 2 ac” > 


ran Wh CALC ene 
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| difpoſſers myſelf of an opinion, that you would ſave f 


infants whom you now loſe, whether by the nurſe not having 
good milk, or not having erogh for her own' child and a 


| feundling : being herſelf EY or = the child 
clandeſtinely. ' frog (EAST 177. 21 


42. You know that all men are CY or phyſicians, when 


they are turned of /orty, and humanity leads us to preſcribe 5 


for others, as well as ourſelves. But there are ſome things 


ſo level to common ſenſe, that, without invading the province 


of the faculty, we may pronounce boldly upon them. 
At that period of life when nature has appointed liquid 


aliment, to give children that which is ſolidated or gluten- 


ized, cannot be right, more than to cram them with whole 


ſpoonfuls at a time, when they onght to ſuck in their nou- 
riſhment. I have now three as fine boys as ever you ſaw in 
your life : they have been all bred by hand, nor have I loſt 
one. It is true the youngeſt very narrowly eſcaped, by the 
nurſe uſing a {poon inſtead of the ſueking-horiz, which I had 
ordered; and if, upon the alarm, I had not come to his 
aid; and with a blow on his back, with the palm of my 


my hand, delivered the Poor babe, in a quarter of 4 minute 


he had expired, ſuffocated. This horn is nbt an invention 
of wy on: all prudent people, who breed their children 


by ha hand, of it. Tobſerved you had them in the hoſpital : 


the” great difficulty is to engage the nurſes to waſh them 

clean Vith warm water every time they are uſed, and to put 
a freſh vellum tate very often. I uſe the bread which has 

the Jeaſt yeaſt i in it, and beten Biſcilit that has no yeaſt, 


which is sed! in hi? water, and a Kalt. part of freſh mitt 
added 


. 


added to it; this being made of a proper degroe of warmth, 
but not boiled, duly mixed, and of a proper confiſtency, 
and being ſucked through this tate, is the nutriment of my 
children. A little animal brot is ſometimes given them; but, 
as to medicines, nothing ever goes down their throats, except 
it be rhubarb and magnæſia alba; and the l/s medicine is ad- 
miniſtered, the more money I give to my honeſt apothecary, 
There is nothing in all this apparatus that is not within 
the compaſs of the nurſes of your foundlings, under the di- 
rection of their inſßeclors, many of whom have much larger 
experience than myſelf : the greateſt difficulty with your 


nurſes is in providing a lamp, or other fire, to warm the 


childrens food; but when once good habits are properly 
eſtabliſhed, people may go on in a good way as well as in a 
bad one; and the means of giving an infant all the fair play 
poſſible ought to be as obvIGUS, © as the life, it is intended to 
preſerve i is important, | 
I muſt alſo inform you, that I give. particular direGions 
that gentle friction of their bodies be conſtantly uſed, and 
above all that they be kept clean ; likewiſe to keep them in 
good humor by pleaſant ſounds, and pleaſant «bje7s of ſight, 
and not by indulging their evi propenſities, which, if Imiſ- 
take not, Mr. Locke calls a thirft of dominion : this predo- 
minates from the very womb, and makes ſome of us babies 
in our od age. But, in order to their ing ſuch objects, 
and at the ſame time to ſucſ in the Pure air, they are conti- 
nually carried abroad in fine weather ; and though J hold jt 
wrong to let their feet be numbed with cold, yet I breed 


them up to be hardy, making ſome diſtinctions between 
| T = the 


— — — 
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the child that is of: a uery 40 frame. and him that 
is very robuſt. Pray objerue; I only recommend the im 
proving dry-nurſing, which partly depends on art, and to 
be uſed under neceſſity, and not to prefer it to nature, when 


there is no neceſſity. 
43-I can think of nothing more at preſent to recommend 


to your conlideration, except that you might do well to 
provide a ſhort and comprehenſive book of inſtructions, that 


nurſes may at once be taught heir duty to Gop, and 


to the child at their breaſts; for ſome are ignorant of | 


both. Your inſpectors ſhould alſo look ſharp that the 


nurſe does not wean the children too ſoon, nor ſhift off 
her duty to another woman; neither of which can be pre- 


vented but by vi/iting them. Inſpectors ſhould be alſo 


inſtructed how to avoid taking a nurſe that has been re- 
jected by another inſpector, as that no nurſe ſhould 


get a child at the hoſpital, on the recommendation of dif- 


ferent inſpectors. You will have buſineſs enough on your 


hands, if you receive only the 6:Us-9f-mortality poor in- 


fants : and you will be © wag for it in heavens if you do 


your duty. | 
44. Theſe are ſome of the great outlines of what likes | 
my mind, You have already many neceſſary and many ex- 
cellent rules to walk by; and I know that a warmer zeal 
cannot be ſhown than that which burns in the breaſt of ou 


acling governors of the hoſpital. This I I am ſure of, that 


if the love of Cod, or the love of our country, can diffuſe a 
ſpirit of henevolence, it ought to be demonſtrated in pre- 


| ſerving the lives of infants. And if we keep in view the ex- 


= 3 ample 


| 1 
ample of the great prophet and friend of mankind; the 
innocency and ſimplicity of the firſt ſtage of life, abſtracted 
from policy, or humanith, give children ſuch a' right to 
our /5ve and tenderneſs, L might ſay our reverence and re- 
ſpeR, that we ſhonld gladly ſeek for opportunities to exerciſe 
theſe affections. It is thus we may lay the foundation of 
ſuch habits of mind as fit us for the company of thoſe 
| beatified ſpirits, which our Saviour alluded to. | 
Make the moſt you can of theſe hints; and check your- 
ſelf, in that moment, when your words are ready to burſt 
forth, and pronounce all to be viſionary which does 'not 
quadrate with your conceptions. Be aſſured that I have 
well conſidered what I have faid; and that I found my 
arguments in Facts; but my mind is open to conviction. I 
am perſuaded that you are in ſearch of truth : you mean 
to find it if you can; and if you examine with candor, what 
I have ſaid may be a clue to your diſcovery of the truth. 
My ſincere prayers attend you and your hoſpital, that 
whatever is beſt to be done may be done: and J am, with 
great ſincerity, i e IO = 
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